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Since the, publication of this little work, the 
author has been favoured with a few hints and 
corrections, of which he has availed himself, in 
revising it a second time for the press. By the 
kindness of his friends he has been furnished with 
several additional facts ; and particularly with the 
interesting document from Ballitore, which was 
only recently discovered amongst the writer's 
papers. 

He has been desirous, as far as truth would 

allow, to conceal every thing which might have a 

tendency to open afresh wounds that, may have 

been nearly healed; he has, therefore, omitted 

a 2 
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some circumstances of peculiar atrocity, which, 
from whatever causes they might have sprung, 
were calculated to excite a feeling of indignation 
in the breast of almost every reader against in- 
humanity and cruelty. The nature of the facts, 
however, must render it a difficult task to accom- 
plish entirely the latter object ; yet, he is willing 
to hope that the perusal of the volume will in no 
one instance have a tendency to produce animosity 
between any man and his neighbour. As to the 
irreconcileable difference which must always sub- 
sist between those whose minds are turned to 
goodness and humanity, and those who are prone 
to evil and works of cruelty, the author cannot be 
accountable for the opposite feelings such might 
experience, if any of the latter should be induced 
to read the facts recorded against the spirit of vio- 
lence and contention. 

In submitting the work again to the public, the 
author can scarcely feel easy to omit noticing one 
or two observations that have been made, he re- 
grets to say, by some valued friends, against the 
publication. 

In the first place, it has been objected, that the 
book was calculated to revive unpleasant recol- 
lections, and to promote variance instead of peace 
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and harmony: in the second, that the immediate 
object seemed to be to set forth the praise of the 
Society of Friends, and to make a boast of their 
preservation ; and in the third place, ithas been sur- 
mised, whether in the shape of threatenings from 
others, or of fearful forebodings from some of them- 
selves, that, if similar calamities should again be 
permitted to fail upon the country, the members of 
the Society, notwithstanding their .late deliverance, 
would experience very different treatment. 

With regard to the first objection, so long a 
period has elapsed, that a new generation has 
nearly sprung up since the events, which are re- 
corded, took place : consequently, there must be 
few, if any cases, in which personal animosity 
eould be excited by a perusal of the narrative. 

Secondly, such an object as that of making 
a boast of the preservation experienced by the 
Society, has been expressly disclaimed; and it 
might be taken for granted that the omission of 
names would in itself be a sufficient indication 
that such praise was not intended. For, as these 
things were not done in a corner, and praise is 
due to none but the great and good Shepherd, 
examples of a preservation, which he vouchsafed 
to those who endeavoured to act in conformity 
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with the peaceable principles of the Saviour of 
mankind, are not to be considered as of individual 
concern, belonging only to a particular society, 
but as facts in which the whole Christian church 
is eminently interested. 

Thirdly, it must be obvious, that, if future 
calamities should occur, provided the members of 
this or any other Christian Society place then- 
dependence, in living faith, upon the only right 
source of Help, they can have no more cause to 
fear than in former troubles. If they are upon the 
true foundation, and the Lord's Almighty power 
had any thing to do with their preservation in the 
last rebellion, (which no man can reasonably 
doubt) supposing that even greater trials should 
occur, his arm will not be shortened that it cannot 
save them in their extremity. Let us even admit 
that their enemies may threaten more than they 
did formerly: Is there not the same Power to 
check their evil designs ? While the upright and 
peaceable members of the Society cherish the feel- 
ings of good- will towards their neighbours of every 
denomination, they may be assured that they will 
be respected, and their example will be useful to 
those about them. But, on the contrary, if they 
cultivate a different spirit, and unite themselves 
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with any party; or if they encourage presump- 
tuous confidence, or let into their minds un- 
christian fears, they must expect to reap the 
corresponding fruits. Their duties, in such an 
awful crisis — if it should occur — must consist in 
gentleness and patience, and impartial benevo- 
lence, and Christian fortitude, and meek reliance 
on Divine Help. With virtues like these, if any 
should happen to fall a sacrifice, who could be- 
lieve that they would lose their reward in the 
realms of immortal blessedness ? 
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the incidents that are recorded; being personally 
acquainted not only with some of the individuals, 
but of the writers concerned, and knowing that 
they are entitled to the fullest credit. 

As the heads of the Chapters will show that 
some little arrangement is attempted, it will readily 
occur to the reader that the order of time could 
not be very strictly observed; and he will therefore 
find that a few events are narrated, for the purpose 
of classifiGation, o/lfer others, which, in fact, they 
preceded. 

Another observation seems to be necessary, — 
that, as the names of no members of the Society 
are mentioned,* it might perhaps strike the reader, 
that the same individuals were concerned in dif- 
ferent incidents; so that the number of actors 
might be made to appear greater than it really was. 
With the exception of the cases of two or three 
individuals, to whom reference is distinctly made, 
and particularly of that of the Friend in Ferns, the 
incidents relate to different persons. 

The author has further to remark, that he wishes 
to be considered alone responsible for any opinions 
contained in this volume; neither the Peace So- 
ciety, nor the Society of Friends, having been offi- 

* with" the exception relative to Ballitore. 
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eially consulted for the purpose of obtainmg their 
sanction to the sentiments. 

It may be stated, in addition, that if this nar- 
rative should fall into the hands of any one, who 
may be able to supply a single correction, or to 
affoixf, either new incidents or further information 
respecting any events, of the description it is the 
object of this manuel to select, which are now par- 
tially detailed; the author will consider himself 
greatly obliged for any hint on the subject; as 
every well-authenticated fact, however trifling it 
may seem, may possess a degree of importance, 
when viewed in relation to the principle. 

As the time will undoubtedly come — -and no one 
can say how soon it may arrive — when the Chris- 
tian principles of Peace will be more generally re- 
ceived and acted upon in the world than they ai'e 
at present; every contribution, however small, 
pointing out the way in which the followers of 
Peace have endeavoured to obey their Lord and 
Master's literal injunctions on this fundamental 
point, and commemorating the blessed; effects of 
their obedience, may have some little Weight in the 
balance, to determine the minds of hesitating 
Christians on the side of Peace. 
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CHAP. I, 

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRACTI- 
CAL INFLUENCE OF PEACEABLE DISPOSITIONS. 



There ave two different lights in which we 
may habitually regard our fellow-creatures^ inde- 
pendently of the consideration whether they may 
be actuated by good or evil intentions towards us. 
We may regard them with feelings of good-will 
and affection, or of distrust and suspicion, either 
as we are disposed to. take a favourable or unfa- 
vourable view of human nature. According as 
we are influenced by one or other of these diapo- 
sitionsj we shall be led to attract our fellow man 
towards us, or to repel him front us ; to look upon 
an erring brother with a degree of pity, and in a 
forgiving spirit, even when he harbours the most 
unjust feelings respecting us, or to place ourselves 

A 
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in a hostile attitude against him, even for the 
slightest supposed offence. It is obvious that as, 
by our own conduct, we excite the good or evil 
propensities of others j so we must expect to make 
ourselves liable to their effects. For if we display 
those dispositions which lead to wrath and envy, 
we must look, in, the course of things, for the mani- 
festation of similar feelings, at least from the rude 
and undisciplined, who are not better informed. 
It is in the nature of love, as it is of cruelty, to 
propagate its kind ; and, by our example, as weH 
as by the immediate effect of our conduct, ^)^re 
make others peaceabie or tindictiVe : these are 
natural consequences. 

According, therefore, as we cultivate in out* 
selves the benevolent or malevolent affections to* 
wards others, and excite corresponding feelirtgs in 
them, we may be assured, that such will be the' 
state of society in our immediate vicinity— ; andj 
if we reason from the less to the ^eater' — from our 
own circle to the widest sphere of our influence — 
such will be our friendly or unfriendly relatiori 
to mankind universally, and consequently our 
influence in promoting the Ji^piness or misery of 
the world. ' 

Now, though it must bfr acknowledged, that 
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the principles above stated are enforced in the 
clearest and. strongest manner in the precepts of 
Christianity,,: and, piQrepver, that it is necessary 
the mind shoald be deeply imbued with, the spirit 
of Christian love, before it can bring fo.rth, in per- 
fection, the fruits of peace and good will; yet, be- 
fore the Gospel was ushered into the world, the 
human mind had a. glimpse of the excellence and 
utility of these principles. For Heathen Philo- 
sophy has told us what ought to be the rule of 
human conduct in such cases, that is, the practice 
of a wise and virtuous man, when under oppro- 
brium and wrong. It has told us that, by mild- 
ness, anger may be appeased, even as " a soft 
answer turns away wrath," and that, by forbear- 
ance, animosity may be extinguished. Pythagoras, 
Epictetus, Plutarch, Seneca, and others, teach us 
many such_ lessons.. 

But, it was reserved for a light, clearer th^n that 
of either Greede ot Rome, to point out a surer 
road to Peace thari any of their wisest sages seem 
to have been capable of imagining. That light 
was the Gospel: That path was meekness, for- 
.giveness of injuries, and forbearance: These 
duties were inculcated in the precept — To love our 
enemies; and to do good unto all men.. 
a2 
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The Heathen, indeed, saw something of the 
-excellence of this principle; but did not so far 
anticipate Christianity as to trust their lives and 
fortunes to its governijient* Their Gods were 
-implored in danger; but Idolatry vitiated their 
-sacrifices. They knew nothing of what it was " to 
standstill and see the salvation of God." 

The Jews advanced a step further : When the 
cause was not their own, arid their motive was not 
ambition ; or, when danger was at hand, and the^ 
meekly petitioned for divine aid; their enemies 
were scattered " like chaff before the wind," and 
-they found that " one could chase a thousand, and 
two put ten thousand to flight." But the Jews 
Were not practically instructed, and perhaps the 
spirit of the times did not permit them to be so, 
in the heart-softening lesson of Christian charity, 
by meekness to disarm revenge. They do not 
appear to have considered that one act of retalia- 
tion only prepared the way for another. 

The example of Christ and his apostles — the 
history of Christia,nity itself, afford a practical 
■proof of the pacific efficacy of the Gospel, and of 
the universal love it breathes to the human fapiiiy. 

Thus, a gradual illumination may be said t© 
Jiave beamed upon the world : — The light of Na- 
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ture and of Reason ; — ^The outward arid typical 
institutions, of Moses ; — The inward and spiritual 
dispensation of Jesua Christ. 

The law that resulted from the first was vague 
and uncertain : Socrates and Cicero- had no claims 
to the legislative or prophetic character. 

The Mosaic code was of a decided though rigid 
cast, partial however, and adapted to the stubborn 
necks, of a rebellious people. The Gospel was of 
universal love and as universal application ; intel- 
ligible to all, and unlimited in its range. 

Th6^ first shone upon the human intellect, as 
through a mist ; and the learhed only could per- 
ceive the. signs of divine wisdom in the Law of 
Nature. The second struck upon the outward 
senses of a peculiar people ; with signs, indeed, of 
awe and terror, and with miraculous display of 
power ;. in its types and ordinances shadowing out 
the substantial, and spiritual dispensation, virhich 
shbiild succeed. 

The last was emitted from the Sun of Righte- 
ousness himself, directly to the heart, with mani^ 
festations of divine love to the human family trans- 
cendantly glorious. This last dispensation has in 
itself, therefore, the means of accompli«hing that 
for which it was designed — ^Peace on Earth : and, 
a3 
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do we still wait foh something ftiore perfect than 
\^e have yet received ? " Art thou He that should 
come, or look we for ariother ?" 

Now/ whatever virtue it is incuftibent iipon a 
good man to be always practicing, fAai ought to 
be the governing principle of every human society,* 
from the cbntiracted circles of families and neigh- 
bourhoods, to the enlarged sphere of countries and 
kingdoms. For, all mankind is of one blood : and' 
there is not one code for individuals and another 
code for associations, either of few or many. In 
respect to moral laws there is not one code for the 
prince and mother for the people: All men are 
equally bound by the duties of Heligion.' Chris-i 
tian virtue can no more be bent from its firm aind 
iipright attitude, to suit the petty views of the 
cunning and malicious, or> even the sp&cious vtews 
of political expediency, thaft the iriain pillar of a 
temple can be bent from its perpendicular, without 
endangering^ the ruiri of the whole edifice. If the 
proposition be true, that Peace is a bltessing and 
War is a curse, the motives and the causes of the 
one rtust be of a character directly opposite to the 
motives and causes of the other.; and, in so far as 
human agency is concerned in prt/moting either, 
the blessing will belong to the peacemaker or the 
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curse t© the yiolent. The elements of Peajce are in 
th€ar nature and operation supremely virtuous ; the 
eltem^ts of W^r highly vicious. There is nothing 
of seeming contempt which can rob the first of its 
excellence, nor of gorgeous display which can hide 
the deformity of the last, and confer upon it real 
glory. By what perverted modes of thinking, 
then, is it, that a practice, which has even acquired 
the name of art, and has proved an engine of de- 
struction to so many millions of the human race, 
should continue to be trimmed with honours, and 
idolized with praises ? We might reasonably 
wonder at the circumstance, if we did not on all 
sides perceive, that ,JH^n, paradoxically enough, 
follows the evil which, he abhors, and pursues his 
present, with infinitely more ardour than he does 
hi;S future, good. That,, in the case of War, he 
should be encourag^, by some wise and good 
men, to reconpile to Reason and Justice the in- 
dulgence of his malevolent feelings, is cause of 
still greater wonder, and certainly of deep lamen- 
tation. 

For, notwithstanding the force of these prin- 
ciples, — in which, it is dspected, most will be 
agreed, at least in theory, — when we come to con- 
sider the actual state of man, and the prevalence 
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of evil in the world, we shall find that many spe-» 
cious ailments have been adduced against the 
practical adoption of the principles of Peace. It 
has been objected^ that nations could not exist 
without War, that the wicked would overwhelm 
the good, and, although it may be a deplorable, 
that it is still a necessary evil. Hence, even among 
the professors of Christianity, Self-preservation/ 
which is called the first law of Nature, Justice, 
and even Necessity, have been urged, separately 
and unitedly, as affording unanswerable reasons 
for maintaining the attitude, and proceeding to the 
extremity, of War. 

In our reasonings on this subject, it will be 
assumed, that the contention between individuals, 
like that between states, arises from the same prin- 
ciples ; and that the same arguments will apply to 
both cases. 

The Plea of Self-defence, of Justice, and of 
Necessity, will be considered in order. 
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Plea of Self-defence, 

Self-defence, it must be allowed, oifergr a plausi- 
ble argument in favour of active resistance with the 
sword. It is, however, an argument which would 
apply to animals devoid of reason, better than to' 
man, who is supereminently styled Rationai. It is 
even opposed by the analogy of Nature.; for, in gtrict 
unison with the moral state of Man, while, in some of 
its phenomena, it represents what are called physical 
evils, in other words, disorder and imperfection, yet, 
in others, Nature displays the signs of most perfect 
physical beauty, and harmony, and. of a workman- 
ship eminently divine : If there be any .'thing in 
such an analogy, it is against the argument, taking 
the different circumstances of man and the brute 
into consideration. Brutes do not war against 
their own kinds, as was observed formerly by 
Juvenal, And again, those animals which are de- 
signed to make prey of others for their support, 
are formed with offensive weapons, while, on the 
other hand, their prey are provided with natural 
means of escape or resistance. But the human 
family is not divided in this way into some natu- 
rally armed and ferocioiiSj and into others naturally, 
a5 
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unarmed and gentle. We observe indeed that 
mankind is distinguished into those endowed with 
physical and those with moral power. But these 
distinctions are more or less the effect of education 
and outward circumstances; In all ages,. however, 
the moral or intellectual endowments of man. have 
had superiority over the physical, when the ener- 
gies of the former have been brought into full 
play ; and, in the unerring scale of Justice, it has 
been provided, that the moral influence and virtues 
of the good, should be a sufficient counter-balance 
to the physical influence and vices of the bad. 

We must conclude^ therefore, that if the wise and 
good are reduced to the necessity, of. taking! a part 
in any difference j they are not to take the part 
which will increase it,; but that which will allg,y it ; 
as, in this way only, can harmony be at last at- 
tained. We conclude, that, if contests must needs 
arise, the only justifiable warfare in which. the 
wise and good can engage, is that of moral in- 
fluence against brute violence r in short, that good 
dispositions are to be opposed to evil-r^benevolent 
affections to malevolent- — the principles of Peace 
to the principles of War. 

The argument for Self-defence, by means of 
deadly weapons, assumesj in its veuy principles, 



tliat man shoved- always be armed against his 
fellow man, and that brute force is' superior to 
■Reason ; consequently, that a rational being is not 
to be eonvinced and persuaded and reconciled, 
but that, when o^ering violence, he is with sum- 
mary vengeance to be overthrown by violence and 
put to .death,- like: one of the inferior animals. 
Now, it is aptate of :things> highly unbecoming to 
the dignity of rational creatures, — we say tkt 
dignitt/ vfhea we speak of those, who are upon 
the Lord's earth setting an example to others 
of the excellency of virtue, and the superiority of 
moral to- physical acquirejuents— it is highly de- 
rogatory to the character of moral and intellectual 
beings, that they should go about, armed with 
deadly weapons^ in terror of each other. Even a 
Roman Poet says : 

" . Integer vita?, scelerisque purus 

Non eget Mauri jaculis, neque arcu." 

The man of blameless life, aijd pure in heart. 
Needs not the bow, nor venom'd Moorish dart. 

It may, indeed, be said^ that the first aggressor 
forfeits the claim and character of man, and, there- 
fore, that he ought to be treated like the brute. 
But that would be to say, that he, who is urged 
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to an act of violence in his defence, would also be 
justified in laying aside the attributes of reason, 
and assuming those of the brute, because his fel- 
low creature so far deviated from the line of ra» 
tionality as to set him the example: it would. be a 
plea for therdegradation of Reason, not for its 
ascendancy. Man is superior to the brute, not by 
his physical but by his moral energies: and it 
would be a low distinction if one man did not 
excel another by the same. Therefore if physical 
energies are put forth on one side, moral energies 
are to be employed on the other. It is not that 
the great and wise and good, should come, down to 
the level of the mean and ignorant and depraved, 
so as to contend for superiority with the weapons 
chosen by the latter; but it is to be considered a 
contest of virtue, honour, justice, integi-ity, be- 
nevolence, and order, with vice, infamy, wrong, 
deceit, violence, and confusion. Who can doubt, 
where such elements are fairly in opposition, to 
which side Providence will give the victory ?* 

* In hujusmodi certamine ac prselio, nonne, etiam si hommum 
studia deficient, dii ipsi, immortales cogent ^h bis preeclarissimis 
virtutibuSj tot et tanta vitia superari? (Jjcero.-!— In such a con- 
flict between good and evil, even if human efforts should be tmnting, 
would not the immortal Gods themselves interfere to prevent 
these eminent virtues being overcome by such an array of anta- 
gonist vices ? .' . . t 
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But when a human being, profligate and de-i 
prayed^ knows that society is all up in arms, and 
that- cruel and vindictive laws are in operation 
against him, he will brave the worst, with the 
nerve and desperation of one, who has never tasted 
the milk of human kindness from any of his fellow 
creatures, nor seen a tear of pity and compassion 
flowing for his sake. And so it is, when the worse 
part of society are persuaded, that if they en- 
counter the better part, they will be resisted with 
violence, and if pqssible put to death ; they will 
naturally prepare themselves with weapons of de- 
struction, and brace their nerves to cruelty : be- 
cause they feel a conviction, thfit those who would 
take their lives if they could, are brought more to 
a level, in spirit and intention, with themselves. 
If they were persuaded, on the, contrary, that the 
better part would not resist them to the last ex- 
tremity, it is most probable that, whatever might 
be their object, they would rarely attack any one 
with bloody designs. When it can be shpwn that 
men, taken collectively or individually, can neither 
be brought to listen to Reason, nor to Humanity j 
nor to Religion ; and that Reason, Humanity, and 
Religion, have exhausted, their pOw^r against, vio- 
lence, witlibut effect,— when it can b^ shown.that 
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they pay no, respect, to the innocent, peace^blt, 
virtuous, and benevolent ; theri, dndeed, the 1*16* 
of Self-defence, if for no other end, yet for- the 
sake of maintaining- social and moral order, mjght 
be admitted to have some weight. 
. We are however disposed to think— though |t is 
a question iomewhat abstruse and difficult tp 
meddle with — that the proposition is founded ijl 
Truth, that it is not wholly :by physical influence, 
such as an armed police or a military forcCj that 
civil order is maintained, even in heathen com- 
miiniues. If this should prove to be the case, is 
it credible that in Christian societies, HgHt should 
depend upon might to secure its ascendancy ? It 
is tlve common opinion, we know, that it is phy- 
sical.iniluence alone which enforces subtfrdinaiiorij 
arid -suppprts the rights of justice ; and it would 
be difficult, perhaps impossible^ to convince the 
majority' that this is not the case. For so long as 
the xiewsj- and hopes, and reasonmgs- qf men, are 
outward^ they will not rely • upon providential 
assistance^ even in the- contentious discharge of 
their duty, nor'willcthey admit it into their calcu- 
lations.^ ; ''<» 
- When, indeed,, the jframe of -eitil- society has 
beenfor a long time leanings upon outward wea- 
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pons for its support, its integrity appears to be 
identified with them; so that to take'th^m aWay 
would seem to ' unhinge the whole structure, and 
to expose it to certain ruin. If a question', there- 
fore, as to its preservation in this state, should 
arise-, frt"obably no prudent tnah Would recommend 
an immediate change to an opposite state. For, 
tinless the whole movements of the social system, 
should- at the same time be regdlated -by a truly 
Christiain spirit^ half measures would be injurious: 
as any adulteration of that which is pure with 
that which is -not so, both in principle arid prac» 
tice, is sure to rob the first of its esfeerltial'charac- 
tersj and to produce' worse consequences - than 
seem to await schemes entirely constructed^ on 
piinciples of outward expediency, which have no 
relation at all to a future state of retribution.- 
- But, notwithstanding this admissiori— and it is 
by no means to be understood, as any concession 
rn favour of violence — whatever aidphysical power 
may eontrihutei to the niaintenance of civil order, 
Hn societies whose institutions- are nop all esta- 
blished on a basis of true zsi^dorh, after (he Ckris" 
tian model,' there is reason to think that it is the 
ascendancy of moral influence, aftier all, wliich 
fiaainly^ supports the febrie, and that the great 
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bulwarks of civil Order rest on a firmer -.foundation' 
than any outward visible means of defence. 

If. physical influence constituted the only 
means of maintaining civil order, evildoers would, 
plainly have the advantage, as to t^ieir physical 
Strength J because the disposition to; violence is 
more universal in the worl^jthan the disposition tcji 
peace and forbearance, Upon the principle there;^) 
fore that the greatest amount of physical . force 
should maintain an ascendancy in human affai^s^ 
violence and outrage should prevail, so as to sub- 
vert all lawSj both divine and human. " • i 
But there is. no human society, which subsists) 
in such a state of anarchy.- Therefore, there are 
pthet principle? than those of violence and out^ 
rage, which operate in the hyman mind to pre- 
vent it. 

For, what else should restra,in the multitude of 
evildoers, from rising against the good, and sup- 
porting the law; of viqe^ and-the dominion of. vio- 
lence? It is cettain that physical power would 
be in their hands to effect, these objects, . if some, 
moral cteck^ did not prevent thenl. 

Surely, these cheeks are, the natural feelings of 
the heart coeval- wjlth the first impressions of right 
gUMl wrong, the teverence' of la^wand justice?, the 
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natural sense of Religion, and the consciousness 
that all the better feelings of mankind, as well as 
their own secret convictions, would be in array' 
against them, if they should be profligate enough-^ 
to make the attempt. 

It is not the fear of those punishments which 
are inflicted by the law, as was observed by 
Cicero, that restrains the violent. If this were 
the only feeling, violence would soon be triumph* 
ant over law. 

Law maintains its ascendancy, because it is 
founded in Justice ; and Justice is formidable to 
the wicked, because it is an institutioa of the' 
Deity, from the force and sensible obligation of 
which no man can ^ree his -mind, except by a 
series of gradations in vice, and by reiterated acts 
of disobedience. 

The Almighty, therefore, has himself appointed 
the checks, which, we may presume, will for ever 
prevent the universal dominion of vice over virtue- 

As to the argument for Self-defence then, little, 
upon the Christian scheme^ can be said in its 
support. For, even if we surrender the principle 
of good-will, which ought to bind every disciple of 
a benevolentLord, the Christian Religion requires 
that all its followers should have their daily sup- 
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plies from the Captain ©f their; Salvatjoti; and that 
in all their wants they should, decirei thfeir suffi«i 
ciency from Him alone, in all their perils should' 
seek his aid, in all their afflictions, his spiritual; 
consolation. It can scarcely be necessary to say^ 
that the strength of the true Christian is the 
ability, with which he may be, endowed by his 
diyine Master, either to think, to speak, or to act. 
He has n^ independent existeneei In Him hfe 
lives and moves and has his Being. .He h^s no 
might of his own— 'Certainly none that will ejfer 
avail him, to encounter the. powers of darknes^ 
yfMch are his. only enemies,, with, effect. 
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Justice is either relative or ahsolate.< . According 
to 'the diversity, of human laws, every community 
ipay^ h^ve its pecuUar.nbtions of Justice— and this 
is relaJtive ; there is, notwithstanding, a principle 
o£ Justice, whicTi is fixed on an itumutable foun"^ 
dation,^ and . applies, to an unerring standard. 
Every act.of Agression on life or property, implies 
injustice.; and as injiJstioe ought to be punished. 
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it must be lawful to prevent it, so far as man is 
clearly comijiissidned with authority to do so from 
his Maker. The • Greeks, while they differed 
among themselves, had notions of justice diflfering; 
in some respects from those of the Romans. 
Both,' like the Persians, Indians, and Ghinesey 
formed their systems of jurisprudence from the 
light of nature. Wrong and outrage, therefore, 
have been restrained and punished, according to 
the notiohsof natural justice in different countries, 
unenlightened by Divine laws. Now, the Divine 
laws from vvhich Justice has emanated,' have 'been 
varied, for wise purposes, in different ages and 
dispensations to Man, as it has pleased the Divine 
Author to promulgate either a Law of Fear or a 
JjOW of Love.— And the Institutions of Christi- 
anity, being founded, on the last, are more merciful 
than the institutions of Moses,, who was commis- 
sioned with the fi,rst. Therefore, the. former should 
he fundamentally, "part and parcel of the laws" 
ofevery Christian government. For if these lawss 
are not in themselves adequate to the support. and 
order of Christian states, then Christ came into 
the world to propose a ^stem of rules inapplicable 
to human society. But the. latter supposition 
cannotfor a moment be entectained^ and therefore 
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we must reject the former, and conclude, that the 
merciful institutions of Christianity are in them- 
selves abundantly adequate to the support and 
order of Christian states. In all that concerned 
inward purity of heart and every avenue that 
might lead to defilement, a stricter discipline^ was. 
imposed upon the Christian than upon the Jew : 
but in all that concerned the use of outward forma 
and ceremonies, the Christian was released from 
a heavy yoke which was laid upon the Jew. Stf 
then, the harsher code of the Jew has been super ■>' 
seded by the milder code of the Christian. Now, 
as for the most part, it was the Law of Retaliation 
which measiired judgment to the Hebrew trans- 
gressor, arid justice to him that was injured ; so it. 
k, for the most part, the Law of Mercy which is 
appointed to administer Justice between Chris- 
tians. Beyond this, every act of undue severity,' 
either of individuals or of society, against oifend* 
ers, is a violation of Christian precept, and, so far^ 
an act of injustice, and of rebellion against its 
merciful government* whatever excuses" may be 
made, as of expediency ^nd necessity, on the score 
of civil order. When the professed upholders of 
Christian law wilfully transgress, its precepts, on 
the presumptiQn that these are too weak to bind 
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the lawless, they themselves give to the woi'ld a 
most pernicious example of practical unbelief. 
And their example is not lost; for infidelity openly 
points at the inconsistency, and rails at these 
■benign institutions for their supposed inefficacyj 
which the Christian senator has not the courage to 
act upon and to enforce, though he is ready to 
•boast of their supreme authority. " 

Christ, the Divine Lawgiver, was not merely 
satisfied to have the conduct exempt from the guilt 
of any gross immorality ; he red[uired the heart 
also to be free from stain. Hence he contrasted 
those capital offences, that were already denounced 
in the Jewish code, with the first biddings of 
unlawful desire, from which they sprung; and 
therefoi-e struck at the root, by forbidding even 
the least appearance of evil in the heart itself to 
be encouraged. The Jewish Law commanded: 
Thou shalt not kill. — The Christian : Thou shall 
not even be angri/ with thy brother. The Jewish 
Law says: Thou shalt not commit adultery. — 
The Christian : Thou shalt not be guilty in this 
respect even so far as thought or desire. The 
Jewish Law adjudges, " an eye for an eye, and a 
-tooth for a tooth." — The Christian enjoins, that 
men shall not resist eVil, either when Wronged m 



S2 Preliminqr^^ ObsefSatiom. 

person or property ; i. e. smitten on the cheek or 
despoiled of a garment. The Jewish Law com- 
mands: Thou shall not forswear thyself; — The 
Christian: Swear not at all; but let your, affirma- 
tion and negation be yea and nay. And lastly, 
jthe Jewish Law permitted men to hate their 
enemies — -diose who were the enemies of God and 
Righteousness.— But the Christian says, in the 
Spirit of Peace,: " Lore your enemies" — adding, 
" for if yelqye them that love you, what reward 
have ye?" For, Christians should be in spirit 
bounteous and merciful to the whole human 
family, like the Father of all, " who sends his rain 
onthe just as well as on the unjust." 

Now, it is certain, that, at the same time, and 
in the same precepts, in which Christ laid down 
for his followers a stricter path to walk in than 
Moses had appointed for the Jews,' he relaxed the 
severity of penal ordinances: for, while he omitted 
nothing which might lead the obedient disciples 
onward to perfection, he was silent upon every 
thing that might seem to warrant the exercise of 
severity against sinners; because his office was not 
to punish sin in the repentant sinner, but to take 
it wholly away ; and even when the woman con- 
victed of a o^ital offence was brought before him 
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for jadgmentj he gave:a memorable Ifisson to mo- 
jderii legislators : Ldt •Hhn, that is without sin:cast 
ike -fit-si .siaite^ 'Ifj therefore, we may take our 
-Motions of Justice from thfi. spirit, of Christ's pr©- 
^fiepts^it has:s)!ei(t:hmg Tin^ictive in its character : 
-Vengeance ibekwsgs only to ": the Judge of^ quick 
<and dead." : ' . 

-Hence, if Christian, Justice he the rule; and 
guide of: human ooiuncils-'Hand itjought to be so, 
for every follower of Christ should obey his. pre- 
cepts and cultiyate. the same spirit-rr-it can givejio 
sanction to war .and contention, or to. any sort of 
penal retribution from, .man, £!Scept that which 
leads to the x:orrectwn. ofiiice and to repentance. 
Christian justice, being in itself complete, and the 
very perfection of inoral administratron in .the 
world, i& in all respects identified with, ^nd cannot 
be separated from, Divine justice. There is no 
human being, nor any assemblage of human bej- 
ings, who, by law or ordinance, can justly autho- 
rize an act which is. not foimdedon the principles 
of Christian justice. These principles, beii^ 
mercifulj must be obeyed, if men would look for 
mercy from^ their Maker,; however, hard the ner 
cessity of the ease may seem to those who a.rp 
injured. 
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Now, unless the rulers of Christian States can 
prove themselves to be duly commissioned with a 
special mandate of the Almighty, to exectite hia 
sovereign will against transgressors, by some vio« 
lent penal chastisement, they cannot consistently 
plea,d that they have the sanction of Christian 
Justice. For, if they acknowledge that they 4o 
not act under this influence and with this divine 
authority, any other Justice, to which they may 
appeal and lay claim, whether Jewish or Heathen, 
will neither recommend the tribunal by which it 
is administered, in the sight .of men, as a Christian 
tribunal, nor will it call down the divine blessing, 
which was pronounced by the Saviour of the world 
upon the merciful. 

We have an example of Christian Jurispra^ 
dence in practical operation, in the early history 
of Pennsylvania ; and it appears that the con- 
stable's staff was found to be sufficient, bptlv to 
command the respect of the people, and to enforce 
the execution of the criminal laws, without sword 
or musket. 

This argument, therefore, gives no countenance 
to the idea, that all good men may not lawfully 
co-operate to preserve peace and order, and to 
restrain the violent, as they would restrain those 
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who are devoid of Reason. But it insists on the 
condition^ that, in so doing, they carry with them 
neither the temper nor the instruments of riolence. 
There is not in the umverse a greater coward than 
the man, who is guil^ of some flagitious crime, 
and sees the indigna^on of the good on all sides 
roused agains* hira ^^' The wicke4 fleeth when 
no man pursueth," And there is not, on the con- 
trary, any one more tritly bold than the good man, 
who goes forth unarmed, confiding in God and his 
integrity, against the weapons of the cruel:— 
" The righteous is bpdd as a lion." 
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The word Necessity, when applied to the moral 
conduct of free agents, implies nothing more than 
Duty, and in the case of War, it involves two 
considerations : First, the duty of preserving our 
existence; and secondly, obedience to moral or 
divine requisition. 

It is plain, that in all cases in which these duties 
may seem to interfere, the first must yield to the 
last. For, the promise or assurance of immortal 
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felicity to all who obey the divine commands, cuts 
oiF the justification that would lean upon self- 
preservation as a paramount duty ; and by making 
temporal conaevns of little account in the scale,' 
whether they be possessions, privileges, rigtas, or 
the endearments of kindred, it enhances the value 
of the eternal, arid therefore exacts unconditional 
submission to -the divine'law. If these principles 
did not hold, no man would ever have been a mar- 
tyr to the convictions of his conscience. 
- - T*Jecessity cannot surely imply that, when life 
appears to be in danger, every other consideration: 
is to be set aside in order to preserve it. This is 
not the doctrine of Scripture : it is not even the 
doctrine of heathen Philosophy. 

It was an old saying among those who were 
but partially enlightened respecting a future state, 
'Eiat justitia, mat coelum : — Let man do his duty, 
.whatever extreinity may happen ; and it was con- 
sistently held that, insome cases, when pressed:by 
violence, men ought rather to surrender their lives, 
than submit to any act of turpitude or ignominyj 
for the sake of prolonging their existence. Sj 
then, the preservation of life was not to be re- 
garded as the only end and object. of rational 
beings. For, virtue required that life itself should 
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be undervalued, when placed in competition with 
duty- and true honour." If a man were reduced to 
the supposed necessity of telling a falsehood to 
save his life, would he be justified in violating the 
Truth, -when he felt persuaded, that, there is a God 
in heaven to reward the upright ? If he' were re- 
duced to the supposed necessity of killing another 
to save himself, would he be justified in breaking 
the Christian injunction, " not to resist evil,'' 
when he entertained a religious' confidence that 
mercy would hereafter be extended to all that 
show mercy ? V 

But it might happen, as it often has happened, 
that the necessity of violent resistance might not 
be real, and that, in the very crisis of alarm, by 
some unforeseen incident, life might be preserved 
vidth honour. How lamentable, then, must be the 
reflection to a Christian, that by yielding to re- 
venue he had Cut off a fellow-creature in the midst 
of his crimes, who, by a little kindness and per- 
suasion, from an eneftiy, might have been made a 
Mend, and, who, by means of salutary discipline, 
might have been turned from a course of wicked^ 
ness to a state of acceptance with his Maker! 

The argument which supports the Necessity of 
force being opposed to force, assumes, that nations 
b2 
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or individuals being threatened, and life, or li- 
berty, or property, being in consequence endan- 
gered, arms must be resorted to -for the. purpose of 
affording protection -: Therefore, that those who 
meditate or offer violence, ^re to be resisted with 
■brute -violence, as a matter of course, and if pos- 
sible put to death. 

Now, who is competent to judge of the Neces- 
sity and the danger, supposing the plea to be 
admitted ? is he w^ho is impelled by Fear or 
Anger ? or the sensitive politician who weaves his 
^web at eveiy court, and is tremblingly alive to 
«ach of its vibrations ? or i^ the weaker state when 
threatened by the stronger ? 

There is no one, surely, more unfit forjudging 
dispassionately of what is right to be done in cases 
of immanent peril than the fearful. Fear pictures 
imaginary dangers. It excludes all reliance upon 
iProvideacei. It therefore moves the mind from 
<he settled resting-place of Fortitude, in which it 
is best prepaa'ed to meet wd to overcome Danger 
by moral intrepidity. Hence Fear ought not to 
govern a rational being in the midst of peril, either 
as a motive or a guidse. What has the man of in- 
tegrity to fear ? 

With respect to the quick and headlong impulse 
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of Anger, he thett seeks to attain any rational end, 
while under its influence) instead of waiting for a 
calm, " puts to sea in the violence of a stortn^" 
As the instinctive principles which comprehehd 
the Appetites and Desiies must be restrained, so 
■nothing is more true than that itioral and intel- 
Slectiial beings are not to suffer the animal principle 
of Resentment to hurry them indiscriminately and 
^without deliberation intb action. 
■ If it' be said that in well disciplirted armifes there 
is neither Fear nor Anger, b«t" a courageous an^ 
manly spirit; and therefore that these strictures 
dp not apply j We grant, the objection may be true', 
as far as it refers- to these as instruments. But the 
case is widely different with tho^e who make use of 
fhemk The soldier, being reduced, by a volurttaiy 
act, to the state of' passive obediencef, makes a 
conscience of submitting his will in every thing ta 
that of his superior ; wliether he be commanded to- 
shoot his fellow- soldier, or to destroy his enemy- 
and bum his habitation, or to seize the property 
of his countrymen, or to expose his o\Vn life to 
Certain destruction : and if he conscientiously be* 
Ueves this duty to be paramount, far be it from us 
to condemn him. We have not to do with the 
dilferent degrees of light in the minds of raen^'but 
S3 
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with the light of Scripture — the clear and explicit 
commands of Christ. When it can be proved 
from these, that a man may resist evil, may pursue 
his revenge with the sword, may hate his eneniy 
and take away his lije, then we will give up thfe 
argument. But we think there would be more 
honesty in avowing that the yoke of Christiion 
discipline is too hard for us to bear, than in 
attempting to reconcile the duty of forbearatjoe 
with revenge, the love of our enemies with their 
destruction, and the peaceful character with the 
warlike. 

Christian laws have respect to the highest de- 
gree of human excellence : they admit no inferior 
standard of virtue : they will have men to be 
Christians in deed and in truth. They do not 
insist upon precise conformity in some, and allow 
partial conformity in others, merely because the 
latter, choose a path for themselves not quite so 
straight. There is. but one pattern o.f excellence 
proposed to all for imitation. All may fall shott 
in degree : but no man ife allowed to content hinir 
self with a relaxed discipline, or to fix any inferior 
rule. If so, the rule might vaiy in every com- 
munity. And at last the conqueror might -be 
esteemed more noble than the martyr ; and the 
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warlike Mahomet be set up as a more wortliy 
''example for men to follow than the peaceful 
Messiah. 

Whatever allowance therefore may be made in 
the case of the hired soldier; to those at the helm 
of Christian states, as lawgivers and counsellors, 
who send him upon his commission, and give the 
-impulse to his movements, upon Christian prin* 
-ciples, the same indulgence cannot be extended. 
Whether these may call it Honour or National in- 
dependence, for which they have recourse to arms, 
it cannot be doubted, that the true motives for 
organizing armies arise from Fear, Jealousy, or 
' Resentment. 

Now these are motives which ought not to enter 
-into the ^ mind of a Christian,- much less to in- 
fluence his conduct. With respect indeed to 
Resentment, it would be more creditable at least 
'to Humanity, that men should go forward to thie 
work of Death under this animal influence,^-b^- 
cause brute passion extinguishes for the time what 
is generous and amiable^ — than under the fac- 
titious and delusive influence of any other prin- 
ciple which has acquired a specious name among 
"men, and which seems to permit the growth of 
good and evil together, one of the most dangerous 
b4 
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, kinds of union, because they are then so apt to be 
confouBdedj such as HonpuFj Glory, aaid Love of 
Country. Human nature, the more it isr refined 
and enlightened^ the more it ought to possess 
of the milk of human kindness, and the less of -a 
thirst for blood. True Honour, true Glory, true 

.Love of Countryj if the terms v?ere rightly und'er- 

. stood, would efiectually restrain the inhabitant* of 
any nation, "who knew their reai interests, frdm 

..eagaging in conflicts,: that must tend unavoidably, 
to demoralize their countrymen, to wast© their 
strength and resources, and to s^bjepir themselves 
to reprisals froia their enemies. But Honoui, 
Glory, and Love of Country, by means of capri- 
cious and false associations, which artfully cover 
a deformity that could not be endured if the veil 
were removed, have loi^ been prostituted to ends 
alike derogatory to Reason, and abhorrent from 
the meek spirit of Christianity, which cannot 

.therefore in any way be supposed to exalt- the 
dignity of human natiu'e. If they could have this 

.affect,, the world ought to be used as a great arena 

.on which contending armies should be perpetually 
struggling foe the support and exercise of the 
militarj/ virtues ; instead of a theatre for the dis- 

,play of benevolence, the diffusion of knowkdge, 
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the propagation of Truth, the improvement and 
happiness of the human race, and tte universal 
spread of Peace and Righteousness, 

Sortie of the cases of presumed Necessity, which 
have been uPged by politicians, for embroiling 
two nations in war, a,re almost calculated to excite 
a smile— if it were possible to excite a smile on 
such a subject* The reasons have been so puerile, 
and the causes of difference so easy to have been 
removed by a little mutual concession, that it is 
marvellous, that any stress should have been laid 
on such pretended justifications; for these are 
seen by the dispassionate observers at a distancej 
in their true light, as unworthy of the least con- 
sideration, in the scale of humanity and true na- 
tianial glory. The sensitive jealousy of politicians 
towards rival nations, is always rankling as in a 
state of feverish excitement. To them, " trifles 
light as air" are strong confirmations of intended 
coolness and hostility. They raise the phantom 
and they piirsue it. Hence, a political-necessity 
for War has b^n arged, on account of an obsolete 
claim of some insignificant portion of territoi-y, or 
ait'skUeged insult offered to a flag or an ambas- 
sador, or A breach of some state-punctilio,, or the 
eicfilttsive monopoly of some article of commerce, 
b5 
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or some private pique between rulers or ministers, 
or the fancied undue "preponderance in the scale of 
balanced power, or some other of the many 
bubbles blown by secret ambition, and constantly 
floating in the fluctuating element of diplomatic 
intrigue. It is manifest, that every one of these 
causes could really have no more to do with 
Necessity than the appearance qf a Gomet : 
which, in times of superstition, it, was imagln^4; 
did exert some necessary influence in producing 
"War. 

" The Comet from its flaming hair 

Shakes down diseases, pestilence and War." 

PopVs Homer. 

When a weak state is menaced by one that is 
powerful, there is prima facie, a strong justification 
for taking up ai-ms to defend what, are called its 
Rights. The cause is supposed, to be one which 
Heaven must approve. The love of liberty, na- 
tural to man, awakes enthusiasm ; the God of. 
Justice is invoked in aid of the enterprize : and, as 
if to encourage and embolden, the; secret prayers 
of the friends of civil lib.erty in all. countries, who. 
look at the object without regarding the means j 
are put up for its success. And what are the usual 
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consequences ? As if the Almighty Controller of 
huipan events designed to ' shew his creature man, 
thaf, in this age of the world, it is not by savage 
coi}tention that the ehds of his Sovereign Justice' 
should be attained in the earth : the weak state is 
overthrown; wickedness is triumphant; thousands 
perhaps are slain ; and the remainder deduced to 
a condition far more abject and degraded than if 
they had submitted peaceably to the aggression, 
with no other appearance of resistance than that 
moral sting which an unoffending and peaceable 
state throws against its adversary, when it pro- 
tests firmly and energetically, with Reason and 
Justice on its side, against wanton and unprinci- 
pled aggression. In so hard a case as the latter, 
as human nature is constituted, ' the very agents 
would be ashamed of the commission ' they had 
undertaken ; and they would be disposed, as far 
as lay in their power, to lessen the weight Of op- 
pression upon the innocent, instead of addiiig to 
the burden. 

Of all the reasonings in favour of the use of 
arms, there is none which comes home more close- 
ly to flesh and blood, or is more triumphantly 
urged against the disciple of Peace, than that 
which supposes the circumstance of a civil war 
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and of a noturderer at our own' houses. In civil 
wars, it is well known, that violence, as in the 
contentions of kindred j rages, with unnatural fury j 
for m^ will bear oj^e^sion from strangers better , 
than from their own countrymen j so that he who 
professes to be neutral, instead of being regarded 
as a friend, is commonly locked upon as, an enemy 
by both parties. 

And when the peace of a family tiircle is in-< 
vadedy and instant destruction seems- to he im- 
pending over our dearest connexions, all that is 
human within us is roused by the argument in 
question, to justify the immediate attempt to de-, 
stroy the guilty for the purpose of defending the 
innocent. 

Abstractedly viewing the two cases, there could 
scarcely be a diiference of opinion respecting the 
course a man of common worldly prudence would 
adopt. 

In the one case, he would connect himself with 
one side or the other, as well to secure his. safety, 
as to fulfil what he might consider a point of duty. 
In the other, he would obey the impulse of his 
sensitive nature, and would pursue the first bent 
of his mind, not only in resisting the meditated 
wrong, but in taking the life of his opponent. 
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With iliose.to whom . this world ia every thing,j 
and father, mother, wife, children, friends^ riehes^ 
possessions, priyilegesy and life,, are deailer thaatlw 
Cross of Christ, with the- promises of a blessed,- 
immortality annexed, it is perfectly clear that, iti 
would be nugatory to argue in this matter., Biitj 
widi any who place their hopes in heaven,, and 
their reliance upon Providence., and who would 
rather surrender the object most de^r to them than 
violate the least of the coramaiids of the Prince of 
Peacej a raomentary inquiry at least might be 
admitted : — • 

Will Heaven, indeed, permit the arm of vio- 
lence to rob me of my friend? or property and 
perhaps ftiy life ? Shall I obey the commands of 
Christ in pursuing my enemy even to death ? 
Shall J hurry an assassin to the grave in the midst 
of his' crime, who may possibly become my friend, 
and sincerely repent of bis wicked design? Shall 
I resist the ^:violent on his own ground, with his 
own weapons, and on his own principIes-»-thoSB 
of violence ? If I doj how then is the stat\dard of 
Peace to be supported in, the liForlid I How islthe 
example of Christ himsdlf imitated ^id recom^ 
juended to others by such conduct? , > 

If the> first impulse is right and must be abe^ed^ 
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these questions are not appropriate. If these 
questions strike the sincere Christian with any 
weighty and cannot be answered without serious 
misgivings, it is most probable that the first im- 
pulse is wrongs or at least, is to be restrained by ar 
higher .principle. 

After all, therefore, that can be said on either' 
side, we must at last come to -this question, whe- 
ther the Lord's devoted followers, the peace- 
makers on whom Christ pronounced his blessing— 
not Christians by name and tradition only, not 
those who would cement the interests of two 
worlds together, which are incompatible — ai-ie- to 
rely upon, his Providence in their extremity, or on 
the use of means which seem directly to involve a 
breach of: his Divine Laws, and to foster the in- 
dulgence of propensities entirely opposed to the 
^largement of his peaceful kingdom. It is im- 
possible: to ai-giie the case upon Christian prin- 
ciples,, without distinct reference to the immediate 
care of Providence. Unless this be taken for 
grantedj all human reasoning is against the prin- 
piples we defend. If this be admitted, with those 
proper limitations vvhich man's free agency re- 
quires, the caiise of Truth and Innocence and 
Justice, must be' the cause of God himself, and 
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defensible only by moral weapons. He that pro- 
ceeds to violence in the support of moral order, 
usurps the sceptre of -the Sovereign Ruler, and. 
employs the thunder, and the earthquake, and the 
flood, and the lightning, against his fellpw-crea". 
ture. But there is this essential difference : in the. 
bands of the Almighty, the elemental conflict is sac- 
C€^dedby a state of calm, and it contributes to 
some; good natural design, bringing things, into 
harmony ; whereas, in the hands of man, when he 
attempts to wield these instruments of vengeance, in^ 
other words, of physical power, against his enemy^, 
whatever calm may ensue^ it. is not the quiet of. 
harmony but of smothered hatgj ready, ori. the 
first slight occasion, to burst into fury.. In the 
one case, there is only a deformity of the natural 
world, which is slight and transient and, salutary, 
in its effects ; in the other, a state .of moral dis- 
order, which the conflict does. not terminate, but 
heart-burnings and misery, and the various forms 
of moral evil, are left behind. For, it must be, 
confessed, that War puts in operation . a , morg 
demoralizing, inhuman, and unchristian machi- 
nery, than was ever devised by the perverted in- 
genuity of man. , Its causes and its effecft.s go hand 
in hand, and like the tree and its ftuitSj betray 
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tlieii? near affinity. On ohe side we may see thd 
laai of dominion and of militaFy fatne, with, its 
^aspiriiig notions : on the Oithe^, fefar and i-evenge^ 
with its low degrading passions, alt alike anti^" 
tfhristtan^ entering into the motives. As to the 
effgcSM, \f6 shall scarcely err in Arming, that^w 
conqiiefors ever yet returned from battle, without' 
sonie secret stki^s of eonsci^nc^, nor armiesy witli- 
dtit more or less moral coiruption; nor has any 
ftatien etef withdrawn itself from a contest witb- 
dtft paying a sev^'e and bloody price for all-its 
laotoi^r Cicero WOttld not have declared that 
he preferred the most itrgmst and disadvantageous! 
p€dc6 to the justesi tear — " iniquissimam paC6tti 
jttstissimO' bello afitefei'o"— if his experience had 
not proved tbis to be the case. It cannot be* 
doubted that be deduced this condasion from facts 
moi»e than from theory. And Tacitus, aft6tb6r 
enlightened Rdmaii, takes ii for granted, as a thing 
in itself obvious,-*-ife< it was infinitely better for 
o tuition to cttltwate peace ihdn to perplex itself 
with war — " Quis ignorat satius ac melius ess© 
pcu^ fmi quam bello vexari J It is not to be sup- 
posed that heathen statesmen would have esta- 
blished pi^nciples like these, in direct opposition 
ta fact and expediency. How strong, then, must 
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be the ground taken by the Christian statesman in 
•advocating Peace, when he finds that the pincipks 
of that Religion .which was sent to lead human 
nature to its highest perfection} confk'm the prac- 
tical conclusions of the wise heathen,! No man 
pan be so bold as to argue that any one of th^ 
precepts of Christ, or any part of his conduct^ can 
be construed into a direct or indirect vindication 
of War, On the other hand, the positive injunc« 
tions to maintain Peace, and to subdue the ele» 
ments of War, are numerous and unequivocal, 
And the same thing may be said of the Apostles, 
with the casual exception of Peter„ who met with 
a signal reproof at the time, strong enough to 
establish the law of Peace for ever : " Put up thy 
sword into the sheath : For all they that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword," 

It has therefore been discovered by experienccj 
and experience is in unison with the pure doctrir^s 
of Christianity, that tliere are principles of human 
epnducti — principles opposed to brute violence iij 
all its forms — ^whose operation is so powerful^ thai 
while they prove a support to the innocent, by 
turning them to an Almighty Protector ,^ they soften 
|be fury of their oppressors, and frequently ch^ftgt 
it into admiration : So that these cannot but ob« 
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serve the contrast between the self-protecting 
armour of Piety, and the desolating instruments of 
Cruelty. 

It is a fact of not unfrequent occurrence, that, 
when things have been brought to the most critical 
juncture, and, according to human apprehension, 
death or bondage has been ihevitablcj thosej who 
have been enabled to trust with meekness in Divine 
Help, have experienced wonderful preservalaori. 
And, on the contrary, how many examples- are 
there of those, who have resisted violence, falling 
victims ! So that, active resistance, it would ap- 
pear, often defeats its end: while non-resistance, 
accompanied with suitable dispositions, has, the. 
immediate eifect of disarming feirocity, and sus« 
pending the meditated blovv. It is not necessary 
to look far into human nature to explain the 
theory of these moral phenomena. But it is time 
that Christian statesmen should know,' and that 
they should act upon. the conviction, that the sy^-„ 
teiri of Christianity contains the profoundest prin- 
ciples of Philosophy as vvejl as of Divine Truth; 
and that so far from being visionary in their appln 
cation, these principles are of the highest practical 
utility, at all times and ui)der all circumstances: 
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and happy are they who have faith to put them in 
practice, as individuals or as nations. 



The preceding observations are made with a 
view to prepare the reader's mind for the following 
narrative, and to illustrate the' nature and operation 
of the Principles of Peace; and the events are 
recorded for the purpose of showing, by , well- 
authenticated facts, how a Christian society, pro- 
fessing and acting' upon these principles, demeaned? 
itself in the afflicting crisis of civil warfare; when 
many individuals and families of this society^froni 
time to time, found themselves at the mercy, and, 
at least outwardly, in the power, of some of the 
most undisciplined of their fellow creatures. 

It is supposed th9.t facts will have greater in- 
fluence in convincing the judgment, than reason- 
ings however clear, or precepts however ;highly. 
sanctioned. 

The first class of incidents about to be recorded, 
relates to the peculiar trials experienced by some 
members of the Society, in the county of Wexford, 
the principal theatre of contention in the South, 
in consequence of their determination to take 
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ni) part in war,, as well as to the manner m 
which they wqre preseiiTed. The next relates to 
the threats and dangers to which they were sub- 
jected, for the firmness andfaithfulness with which 
they endeavoured to discharge the important duty 
of rdijgious worship, and to the way in which these 
t|tireals were defeated. A third class, to which, 
the reader's attention, will be directed, refers ^to- 
the trials, connected in some d^gr^e with the l^st, 
a^iabg fi'om the refUaal of many individuals tO; 
c(M)form to the ceremonies of the Romish church, 
M^ich exposed them, in the circle of their families, 
a&\(Pell oBr Abroad, to the danger of instant death. 
And a fourth class will embrace a more compre- 
l^efisive range of kicident relating to the Society,, 
in other parts of Uie country which were the sceneft 
of commotion. 

- la every pla^^e, it will appear^ that the same 
principles of conduct pi'oduced eifeCts of a similar 
description. 



CHAP. n. 

STATE OF THE SOCIETf OF FBtENDS, PRBVIOU* 
TO, AND DtrKIKG,'THE REBELLION., 



-' ^♦ ^ 



It is generally fcnown that an objectron to take 
part in War, in any shape, forms one of the tenets 
of the Soci^y of Friends, commonly called Qua- 
kers. This objection is purely religious, and is 
founded upon what they conceive to be the spirit 
of the Gospel Dispensation, as it is illustrated in 
the pireeepts of Christ and his Apostles, and ex>- 
emplified in their practice. They consider that it 
must follow as a necessary consequence, that a 
religion breathing Peace and Goodwill to men, 
cannot, in any case, be supported by the Spirit of 
War. They believe, that, on the contrary, the 
practice of this Evil, among the professors of 
Christianity, has tended, more than any other 
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circumstance, to prevent its propagation in the 
world, to tarnish its excellency in the eyes of Jews 
and Pagans, and to confirm their speculative and 
practical errors. As it was not by the secular arm, 
but, in direct opposition to the sword, that it 
insinuated itself into the minds of men, and was 
first promulgated, so they believe, that its final 
establishment in the nations .of the earth will lie 
^effected through the medium of the softesning in- 
fluence of its pacific spirit, and by the glorious 
example of Peace and Concord among its fol- 
lowers. 

In the year 1798, the state of Ireland afforded a 
striking occasion to the members of this Society, 
who are scattered abroad in diflFerent parts of that 
kingdom, to put the efiicacy of their peaceful prin- 
ciples to the test. It is, however, to be presumed, 
that, even if outward preservation had not been 
experienced, they who conscientiously take the 
inaxims of Peace for the rule of their conduct, 
would hold it not less their duty to conform to 
these principles : because the reward of such as 
endeavour to act in obedience to their Divine 
Master's will, is not always to be looked for in the 
present life. While, therefor^, the fact of their 
outward preservation would be no sufficient argu- 
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Hlent to themselves that they had acted as they 
ought to act in stich a crisis, it affords A. striking 
lesson to all who will take no principle for a rule 
of human conduct, even if it should have the sanc- 
tion of Divine authority, that has not been Verified 
by experience. . ' . ■ 

When a kingdom is divided in itself, it is diffi- 
cult for any io remain neutral. Either the pas- 
sions of human nature, by the influence of many 
private and public bonds, will be pressed to a near 
union with one of the contending pa^-ties-; or the 
Christian principle of universal charity must ope- 
rate, uiiiformly and powerfully,' in maintaining "a 
dignified and amicable relation with a,ll. It is 
therefore necessary to subdue the natural propen- 
sity which we feel to imbibe the fears, hopes, 
wishes, and prejudices of our neighbour, to beaj- 
his reproach for our seeming apathy, and in this 
way to clear the avenue of the mind from the seeds 
of contention, that in thought and word, as well as 
in deed, we may be followers of Peace. 

Whatever secret and slowly-operating causes 
might have conspired to produce the Rebellion of 
1798, it is ^iertain, that different objects were pr6- 
posed by two great classes of the Insurgents, By 
.some, civil liberty— ra specious pretence in all ages 
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to the warm and enterprising, — ^by others, uni- 
fonnity in religious Faith — an imposing object to 
the dark and bigattedj were held up as justifiable 
reasons for erecting the standard of Sedition, and 
pittnging their native country into the horrors of 
a civil war. The members of a Society which nei- 
ther Hnited* with the political nor the religious 
views of these factious bands, might naturally be 
looked upon with suspicion by both ; at least, they 
were Jiot likely to be considered as friends: and 
as a part of the community,'which did not exert 
itself actively in aiding the power it was bound, in 
all cases of purely civil obligation, to obey, in 
order to suppress a rebefUion, the motives and ob- 
jects of which it could not possibly approve, the' 
Society, in its relation to the government, seemed 
to manifest but a spurious loyalty. It was in fact 
openly charged, not only with a dereliction of its 
civil duties, but with a tacit reliance upon its 
n^hbours, to step forward in the defence of rights 
and privileges, in which it was as much interested 
as ofhets. Hence, whatever forbearance the go- 
vernment itself was disposed to exercise towards 
the Society, the professed loyalists, as they were 
termed, regarded its members in no more favour- 
able light than as drones, unwilling to work, and 
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ready to feed upon the honey supplied. by the in- 
dustrious bees. Whether some individuals, who, 
having the name, were but little bound to the 
principles of the Society, might not have deserved 
this imputation, is not a matter of much moment. 
For, were the ijuestion to be decided in the affirm- 
ative, the censure could neither lessen the value of 
the principles themselves, nor aifect the general 
character. of the body, in its conscientious support 
of these principles. 

These were a few of the critical circumstances 
in which the Society of Friends was placed at this 
period, when private individuals belonging to it, 
many of them, separated at a considerable distance 
from each other, very often without an earthly 
counsellor to flee to, and therefore deprived of any 
other refuge than the light and law of God in 
their own hearts, were engaged to lift up the 
standard of Peace to their contending country- 
men, and, with few exceptions, enabled to pre- 
serve a remarkable consistency on this memorable 
occasion. 

Long before the awful period, they had seen a 

spirit of contention Working in the minds of the 

people : opposed factions were increasing . their 

numbers and marking out friends and foes : in the 

c 
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silence and gloomy reserve, which characterizedi 
the multitude, a storm was seen to be gathering;" 
and it appeared obvious that as deep-seated ani- 
mosity was concentrating its forces on either side, 
nothing short of a dreadful conflict could extin- 
guish their mutual hatred in mutual slaughter. 
If the members of-the^Society in question did not 
anticipate this calamity, they seem at least to have 
wisejiy taken some precautioiis against it. One of 
the means adopted by the Insurgents in the first 
place, to prepare for the struggle, and by the con- 
stituted authorities in the next, to defeat their 
purpose, was the robbery and the search for arms 
in private houses. So early as the year 1796, and 
in one particular province in 1795, the Quarterly 
Meetings of- t,he Society were induced to recom- 
mend to all their members through the medium of 
Monthly Meetings, that those individuals who. 
had guns or other weapons in their houses should 
destroy them ; and the general or National Meet- 
ing of 1796 confirmed this recommendation ; in 
order, as the document states, " to prevent their, 
being rtjade use of to the destruction of any of our 
fellow creatures,-^and more fully and clearly to 
support our peaceable aad Christian testimony in 
these perilous times." • 
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Committees were appoihted by the several 
Monthly Meetings throughout the Society, to go 
round to the different members for this purpose ; 
and it appears that, in most families, these com- 
mittees had little more to do than to communicate 
their business ; some having previously destroyed 
all such instruments, and others giving full ex- 
pectation of their intention immediately to comply 
with the recommendation of the superior meetings, 
whilst a few, who could not be prevailed upon to 
make this sacrifice, were found to have been gene- 
rally inconsistent in their conduct in other re- 
spects ; so that they soon incurred the censure of 
the Society, and suffered disownment. It was 
certified that upon the whole, the labours of the 
members to carry this wholesome advice into 
effect were attended with a considerable degree of 
success. 

It is related by an individual who resided at 
Ferns in the county of Wexford, that, being ap- 
pointed on one of these committees, he saw the 
necessity of first cleansing his own hands : and he 
took a fowling piece which he had, and broke it 
in pieces in the street opposite to his own house ; 
an example of fidelity to his principles, and a spec- 
tacle of wonder to his neighbours, 
eg 
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A little after this, when the goyernmerit ordered 
all arms to be given up to the magistrates, it was a 
source of satisfaction to many, that, in a general 
way, the members of the Society were found to be 
without any such thing in their possession. 

On this head, a circumstance, relating to the 
Friend above alluded to, deserves 'to be noticed ; 
ash shows at once the uiifcertainty of life and the 
weaknek<s of human dependency : • But, in stating 
this fact, or others of a similar nature, the author 
hopes none of his readers will ima;gine that he is 
anxious to hold up such events to view, as in the 
light of judgments upon those who did not see the 
religious necessity of abstaining from war. Many 
well-disposed persons, of different denominations, 
he has no doubt, were permitted to be cut off by 
the arm of violence, during the time of the rebel- 
lion, in mercy and not in judgment. It is the 
object of this publication to record simply the 
facts : it is not for the author to judge any of his 
fellow-creatures. 

Some of the neighbouring magistrates, with the 
clergyman of the parish, came to his house, and, 
the Friend being absent, expostulated with his 
wife on the supposed impropriety ' of his having 
destroyed his gun instead of giving it up to the 
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gpvernment, for the alleged purpose of defending, 
the loyalists against the fomenters and plotters of 
rebellionj and for the preservation of himself and 
his family. On which occasion the clergyman, 
who seems to hkve been an amiable man, made 
this spontaneous remark, 'f That he believed the 
Friend had put his confidence in a higher power." 
On the day the town of Enniscorthy was burned, 
this clergyman was murdered, and his body, with 
many others, was exposed for several days in the 
streets, where ,they were left to be eaten by the 
swine, till party rage had so far subsided as to 
embolden a few Friends to bury their remains. 
One of the magistrates was also murdered, and his 
house was burned over the body. 

As the members of the Society, at so early a 
period as the year 1796, by taking the precau- 
tionary step of destroying their arms, manifested 
to the government their peaceable intentions ; so, 
in the few months of turbulence and dismay which 
immediately preceded the Rebellion of 1798, they 
were in a considerable degree relieved from the 
midnight d(;predations of the rebels, to which 
most of their neighbours were exposed, in the 
lawless search for destructive weapons ; because it 
was now generally known that none such were 
c 3 
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kept in their houses. And the National Meeting 
of the Society was concerned, officially, to ac- 
knowledge its belief, " that this early destruction 
of these instruments was, under Providence, a 
means of lessening in some degree the effusion of 
human blood, (as these weapons would probably 
have fallen into the hands of violent men), and 
might have also tended to preserve some of the 
members of the Society themselves from blood, 
who, if they had bad guns in their houses, might 
have used them in an unguarded moment of sur- 
prise or attack, so as to take the lives of their 
fel 1 3W-creatures. " 

A Friend, living near the town of Taghmon, 
remarks, that he had personal proof of the advan- 
tage of having destroyed the guns kept for do- 
mestic purposes ; and he gives the following 
instance : " Two parties of insurgents coming 
near my father's residence during the Rebellion^ 
an individual of one party of them snapped a gun 
at the other; when an armed man came to the 
front door, and on my coming towards him, pre- 
sented his gun at my bteast, asserting that a gun 
had been snapped at their party by some person 
of our family. I then felt less of fear, than often 
during that period, when in less apparent danger, 
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and told him, we had destroyed our guns, and that 
there had been no arms in the house except what 
their party brought into it, for a considerable 
time ; appealing to our servants, who confirmed 
the truth thereof. And, soon after, some, pro- 
bably of his party, came, and he being, I sup- 
posed, informed of the real circumstances of the 
case, withdrew, when I saw one of the party 
whom I had some knowledge of, and who ap- 
peared friendly disposed to me ; and on going to 
speak with him, I saw, in the passage to the house, 
numbers sitting in groups, as if consulting on what 
had occurred." 

As the state of public affairs was drawing nearer 
to a crisiSj the situation of the Society, especially 
of those who resided in the vicinity of the con- 
tending parties, ^was a subject of deep and awful 
solicitude to its feeling members ; and many in- 
dividuals had the efficacy of their religious prin- 
ciples against Waf, put, in various ways, to severe 
proof. 

Amongst these, the Friend before alluded to, 
residing in the village of Ferns, in the county of 
Wexford, who is represented to have been con"- 
stitutiotially weak in body and timid in dispo- 
sition, had to endure a considerable share of close 
c 4 
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trials; and, notwithstanding his- natural infir- 
mities, it appears, that, in most cases, he was 
enabled to support his principles with exemplary 
firmness. 

A party of militia being stationed at Ferns, the 
Earl of M — '■ — , who commanded, came to this 
Friend, and desired he would give up part of his 
house, which was then- used as a store, for a guard- 
house for the soldiers. The requisition being 
sudden, the Friend was put to a stand what he 
should answer; and, although he might have 
refused it on the ground of its being occupied as a 
store, yet, knowing that this inconvenience could 
be obviated, he was not easy to cloak the real 
cause of objection with any disguise or subterfuge. 
Considering, therefore, that this was a fit oppor- 
tunity to lift up the standard of Peace and to bear 
his testimony against War, he honestly told the 
commander " that the apartment he requested 
was occupied as a store-room, — but besides, that 
the purposes for which-it was wanted, were such 
as he could not unite with, haying a conscientious 
scruple against War, and every thing connected 

with it." Upon this, the Earl of M grew 

very angry, and desired the soldiers who were with 
him to afford the Friend no protection, in case any 
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distuibance should arise. To this observation, 
the latter replied, that" he hoped he should not 
trust to, or apply for, military protection." The 
commander went away greatly displeased, and 
seemed to mark out this Friend as a" disaffected 
person; indeed, he did not know how soon a 
prison might be his lot ; especially, as one of the 
militia-men, who was quartered at his house for 
many weeks, being entertained at free cost, pro- 
pagated many, false reports of hiip, with respect to 
political matters ; so that his situation became in- 
creasingly perilous. 

Some months after this, the military began to 
act with great rigour towards those that were sus- 
pected of being United Irishmen,* — burning their 
. houses and stacks of corn, &c. and fastening caps 
besmeared with pitch upon their heads. They 
were preparing to burn a house of this description 
in the. village of Ferns : And the same Friend, 
feeling pity for the man's wife and children, who 
would thus be deprived of an habitation, was in- 



* Those who, opposed the Insurgents were sometimes called 
Loyalists, Orangemen, Protestants, Veomen.— The Insurgents 
were also termed Pikemen, United Irishman, Rebels, and some ■ 
times they were even termed Roman Catholics, as chiefly consist- 
ing of that class, at least in the South of Ireland. 
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duced to intercede with the commanding ofBcer 
of the militia on their behalf; stating that he did 
not come to intermeddle between him and the 
suspected man; but, pitying the poor wife and 
children, he thought it would be hard treatment 
to deprive them of shelter and the means of sub- 
sistence, when the man was fully in his power ; 
adding, " though he might be criminal, probably 
they were innocent of his crime." During this 
expostulation, the officer became very warm in his 
temper, and charged the Quakers with meddling, 
in some casies, to prevent she execution of Justicej 
when, in others, they would give no assistance to 
the government. 

A short time after this, when the United Irish* 
men got the ascendancy in the town, this Friend 
was enabled to render the officer some important 
services ; and, from the gratefiil acknowledgments 
expressed by the latter in return, he had the satis- 
faction of thinking, that the prejudice of the officer 
was not only removed, but exchanged for a feeling 
of friendship. This occurrence afforded an in- 
teresting example of the blessed fruits of a peace- 
able conduct: the same individual using his in- 
fluence alternately with both parties whilst in 
power, — an influence which nothing but an un- 
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deviating course of benevolence towards all his 
fellow creatures could give him — to intercede for 
the depressed and afflicted. 

On another occasion, the militia were preparing 
to hang some suspected persons, for not delivering 
up their weapons, and to fasten pitch caps on the 
heads of others. The Friend was fearful of being 
applied to for ropes, which he had for sale, as he 
could not be easy to sell them for that purpose ; 
and yet he saw that refusal might involve him in 
some danger ; as martial law had been proclaimed, 
and life and property were subjected to military 
discretion. Howevei', when some of the military 
came to buy ropes and linen, he had the courage 
to refuse to sell what was intended to torment or 
destroy a fellow-creature. The articles were ac- 
cordingly taken by force ; and though payment 
was offered, he refused it. 

This occurrence took place a little before the 
general rising of the United Irishmen in that part 
of the country, and he had reason to believe that, 
under the direction of Providence, it contributed 
to the preservation of himself and his family, at 
that juncture. 

For, the Rebels having received information 
that he refused to sell ropes to the Military for the 
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purpose of hanging them, and pitch to. put on the 
caps to torment them, placed a sentry at his door, 
the day they entered the town, to protect his house 
from destniction. And, a short time after this, 
when the Army was approaching, and the United 
Men were about to fly from the place, some of the 
.latter told him that, when the soldiers entered, 
they would consider every house that was not 
damaged as belonging to a Rebel or disaifected 
person; and, in order to preserve his house from 
destruction by the military, and probably to save 
the lives of the inhabitants, thei/ woiild break the 
windows before they took leave, of him, which they 
.accordingly did, and his house was not attacked 
■by the soldiers. — This fact, however, is a little out 
.of place. 

To return therefore to the order of events, the 
same Friend observing that on the eve of the in- 
• surreclion a melancholy silence prevailed, he 
inquired of a person if there was any thing more 
than usual in prospect, and was told that the 
country people were collecting in large bodies. 
At this intelligence, a cloud, of darkness, as he 
described it, overspread his mind, and he was 
brought to a state of unutterable distress. He 
knew, indeed^ that he had endeavoured to place 
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his dependence on an Almighty Protector. But 
the feelings natural ' to every human being pos- 
sessed of a Christian, peaceable disposition, at the 
prospect of the gulph that was opening to thou- 
sands of his misguided fellow creatures, of the 
ruin and desolation about to fall upon his coun- 
try, and of imminent danger to himself and his 
family, produced for some hours a conflict^ of 
which he found it impossible to convey an ade- 
quate idea, and almost beyond what he seemed 
able to endure. 

At midnight the town was filled with conster- 
nation : guards and divisions of the army were 
placed in different quarters ; and the Protestant 
inhabitants were in continual terror. 

He prevailed upon his family to retire to bed ; 
but they could not sleep ; yet they endeavoured 
to attain that solemn retirement of soul in which 
it is best prepared to meet the calamities of life, 
and to rely on the meicy and power of Omnipo- 
tence. 

Early in the morning, while he was "in much 
anxiety as to the event, a person, whom he sup- 
posed to be one of the United Irishmen, came into 
the house and said, " Let who may be killed, the 
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Quakers will be spared.?' These words, trifling 
as they might appear, seemed to him, at thq time; 
like the intimation given to Gideon, when be was 
listening tp the man in the Midianites' camp tell- 
ing his dream to his fellow; which tended to 
dissipate his fears and to fix his confidenee. He 
then felt his mind somewhat encouraged to hopfe 
that their lives would be preserved. 

On that morning, the scene was very awful :^ 
the houses and haggards of corn were in flames 
in every direction around them, some being set on 
fire by the yeomanry, and others by their enemies ; 
so that between the two parties total devastation 
seemed to be at hand; — the Protestant inha- 
bitants were fleeing into the towns and-villages for 
safety, and the military guards under arms in all 
quarters; — -persons flying into town, having es- 
caped from the hands of murderers in the country; 
some of them wounded, and bringing the news of 
others that were slain. Property was then of little 
account ; for it was every one's concern to escape 
with his life. 

Being informed that some of th6 fugitive Pro- 
testants Were exceedingly in want of something to 
eat, the same Friietld had victuals prepared, and 
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sent to invite them to allay their hunger ; but it so 
happened that none of them came to avail them- 
selves of his benevolence. 

The scene now^ became changed, though the 
prospect was still gloomy. For, in the evening 
the military left the town and marched to Ennis- 
corthy ; and, together with the army, not only the 
Protestants who came into Ferns for safety, but 
those who resided in the village. 

He was not aware of their departure till he ob- 
served that the place was almost depopulated. A 
state of things so opposite, though it was accom* 
panied with marks of desolation, gave, however,, 
a little time to contrast the quiet of peace with the 
alarms of war ; and though short, this ititerval of 
calm was looked upon as a falvour. 

But in regard to the issufe, his mind was still 
occupied with painful suspense, which continued 
till the next morning, when the town and neigh- 
bourhood became filled with an undisciplined and 
ungovernable multitude, consisting of many thou- 
sands of the United Irishmen, following the foot- 
steps of th^ army to Enniscorthy, and demolishing 
the houses of those called Loyalists and Orange- 
men ; for their owners were fled. 

His house was soon filled with these people: 
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when, to his astonishment and humbling admi- 
ration, instead of the massacre he and his family 
had dreaded, they were met by caresses and marks 
of friendship ; the Insurgents declaring that they 
intended them no injury, but would fight for them 
and protect them and put them in their bosoms ; 
adding, that they required nothing but provisions. 
:They seemed, indeed, to be in extreme want of 
scwnething to eat, and the victuals which had been 
prepared for those they called enemies, were now 
■ ready for ■ them : when they had therefore con- 
sumed what was provided, they proceeded on their 
route to Enniscorthy, 

Soon after, in the direction of this town, which 
was about six miles distant, the columns of smoke 
could be seen rising from the burning houses ; and 
in the evening some of the United Men returned, 
with tidings that Enniscorthy was in their pos- 
session,. and that their camp was fixed on Vinegar- 
hill over the town. 

The next day, a man with a malicious expres- 
■ sion of countenance, and having a long spit in his 
hand, came to the Friend, and threatened to kill 
him for some alleged offence, saying " I have 
killed Turner," (jheaning a neighbouring Magis- 
trate,) " and have burned him in his own house, 
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and now I will rack* you as I please." He en- 
deavoured to convince the man of his mistake ; 
and, being joined by the persuasions of a neigh- 
bour, with much difficulty prevailed upon him 
to be quiet ; so that at length he parted in friend- 
ship. 

The day after Enniscorthy v?as taken by the. 
Insurgents, several of the poor distressed Pro- 
testants, mostly women, returned homeward to the 
village, which they had deserted when the army 
left it. Two females, servants to the Bishop of 
Ferns, and a woman whose husband was killed 
the day before, came, with the children of the 
latter, to the Friend's door, as persons that had no 
dwelling-place. They stood in the street, looking 
up and down in all the eloquence of silent distress. 
Though he had but small accommodation, his 
heart and his house were both open to the af- 
flicted : and, notwithstanding the severe threat- 
nings he received from the then ruling party, for 
entertaining those to whom they were hostile, h* 
and his family endeavoured to accommodate all 



* The term Rack was in common use during the Rebellion, to 
denote the entire demolition of the interior of the houses of thoire 
who ware considered enemies. ' 
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they could without distinction. Even of the 
United Irishmen, such as staid in the town, and 
as many of their wives and families as could find 
Ffoom, used to come to his house at night to lodge, 
supposing themselves more secure than in their 
own habitations. 

This was also the case in the houses of most 
other members of the Society, in any way exposed 
to the contending parties. And, in such, a state 
of anarchy, when all laws were disregarded,, and 
every man acted according to his own will, how- 
ever perverse, it was not surprising that instances 
ef ingratitude should now and then appear : one 
of these may be mentioned :■ — ^Previously to the 
breaking out of the rebellion, the military had 
destroyed the habitation and property of a neigh- 
Jjouring former, who, with hig family, sought 
shelter at the house of another member of the 
Society, near Ferqs. He provided them with one 
of his out-houses to live in, until they could better 
their condition. But when their party got the 
^cendancy, the farmer took possession of his 
protector's dwelling-house, and manifested his 
intention of turning liim and his family out of it; 
and probably would , have carried it intq execu- 
tion, had not the ^hort duration of the United 
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Irishmen's power prevented this ungrateful deter- 
mination. 

It may be noticed that, during the continuance 
of the struggle, the houses of Friends appeared to 
be marked out for places of entertainment. They 
were almost constantly full, day and night : and 
it was matter of surprise that their provisions held 
out as they did to the end of the conflict. The 
members of the Society, and some of the then 
oppressed party, sometimes conveyed provisions 
to one another privately. The United Men some- 
times offered part of their own stock ; but, when 
it was known to be plunder, or, as it was called, 
the spoils of war, the Friends declined to accept 
it ; and, it was evident, that such refusal was 
mostly taken in the light of an offence. Indeed^ 
the United Men often discovered their chagrin 
because they could not prevail upon the members 
of the Society to unite with them in their retjui* 
sitions. 

From the number of United Men, who came to 
lodge almost every night in the Friends' houses, 
these were in continual danger of falling a prey tq 
the king's army, if it should make an attack on th« 
town : and, on the other hand, the Friends were 
continually threatened by the pike-men for not 
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turning out the poor fugitive Protestant women 
and their children, who had taken sheher under 
their roofs. But although they appeared to be in 
danger, according to human apprehension, from 
both parties, they were in fact alternately protected 
by both. / 

The Friend, above mentioned who was nearly 
dispossessed by the ungrateful farmer, being, at 
one time, much threatened for not complying in 
this respect, very candidly told the men who threat- 
ened him, that he would not turn out poor dis- 
tressed creatures from his house, whatever might 
be the consequence ; and, seeing his firmness, they 
did not enforce compliance, although they ex- 
pressed great dissatisfaction. 

Some of them alsa came one morning; to the 
other Friend, and told him, his house was to be 
burned that day, in consequence of his refusal to 
turn out the Protestant women that were in it. 
He replied, that " if they did so, he could not 
help it ; but that as long as he had a house, he 
would keep it open to succour the distres,sed; 
and, if they burned it for that reason, he must 
only turn out along with them and share in their 
affliction." 

It so happened that this was the regular day on 
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which the Meeting for Worship of the Society, 
in that quarter, was to be held, about a mile from 
Ferns ; and, notwithstanding the alarming denun- 
ciation, he considered it his duty to take his 
family with him to Meeting, leaving his home 
with a heavy heart, as he expected soon to be 
without an habitation as well as the means of pre- 
sent support. On his return to Ferns, however, 
he was rejoiced to see his dwelling entire; and his 
heart, was filled with praises and thankfulness to 
the good Providence that had preserved it. What- 
ever might have been the reason that prevented 
them from executing the threat, their evil dispo- 
sition towards him on that account seemed to be 
changed ; for they did not make any requisition of 
the kind afterwards. 

Throughout the calamity, it was his uniform 
experience, that the more he attended to what he 
conceived to be right in his own conduct, the 
more he seemed to be respected by them ; even 
when he expostulated with them on account of the 
cruelties committed by their party, as at Vinegfir- 
hill, Wexford, and Sctillabogue. They quietly 
listened to his remonstrance, and frequently ac- 
knowledged the wrong. 

A party of the king's army stationed in New- 
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town-barry, came to Ferns to disperse the United 
Irishmen who held possession of the place. The 
latter at first made some demonstrations as if they 
would risk a battle ; but seeing that the regular 
troops opposed to them were provided with can- 
non, they fled away from the town. On bearing 
that the army were coming in, the Friend stood at 
his own door, lest he should be suspected of being 
an enemy. When the military came near his door, 
one of the soldiers, stepping out of the ranks, pre- 
senl!ed a gun at his breast, and was on the point 
of drawing the trigger, when the Friend called to 
him ^^ to desist from murdir." The soldier, like 
one struck with amazement, immediately let the 
gun fell from his shoulder; and presently his offi-' 
cers interfered for the Friend's protection ; whose 
life was thus preserved, as on the right hand and 
on, the left. 

Some of the inhabitants of this village, who were 
found unarmed in the houses, being made pri- 
soners by the soldiers, they pleaded their inno- 
cence ; but, in such a state of things, they could 
not easily prove it. The commanding officer 
therefore desired, that if there were any Quakers 
in the town, "they would get certificates of good 
behaviour from t^hem ; which, he added, he would 
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be willing to accept, and then to liberate them. 
The same Friend was accordingly applied to on 
behalf of several, and procured their liberation. 
Had he been put to death by the hand of the hasty 
soldier, it . is easy to see that those who obtained 
their release afterwards by his means, would pro- 
bably have shared the saine fate, for want of 
credible testimonials; and thus one sacrifice would 
have been added to another, and Death would 
have multiplied its victims without any regard to 
their innocence. Thus it is when violence is per- 
mitted to reign; and thus it would be on every 
occasion if there were not an over-ruling Provi- 
dence to say to the peaceful sufferer in his wrongs 
, — " It is enough," and to the proud oppressor in 
his fury — " Thus far shalt thou go.'* 

A Friend of Enniscorthy informed an acquaint- 
ance, that on the day when the town was taken 
from the Rebels by the Army, he was in great dis- 
tress, thinking it the most critical and dangerous 
time of the whole 5 for, he supposed, that, on the 
entrance of the soldiers, they would consider that 
every man, whom they found alive in coloured 
clothes, was a rebel, and consequently would put 
him to death. As he was walking up and down 
one of the upper street-rooms of his house, he 
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heard voices in the street, and, looking ciut, saw 
some soldiers canying a wounded man, (supposed 
to be an oflBcer) and seeking for a place of safety 
in which to deposit their charge. The Friend, 
opening the window, told them, they might bring 
him into his house. On hearing his. voice, one of 
the soldiers looked up, and, seeing the Friend, 
exclaimed, " That is a Quaker, we may safely go 
in there;" which they did, with their wounded 
comrade; and, when the main body of the Army 
entered, seeing soldiers in the house, they went in 
without fear, and without injuringthe place. One 
of the Generals took up his quarters for some time 
in the house. 



CHAP. III. 

OF THE DANGERS TO WHICH THE SOCIETY WAS 
EXPOSED IN THE ATTENDANCE OF THEIR 
MEETINGS. 



The events which have just been noticed, as far 
as they relate to the Society of Friends, may ' be 
considered rather of a domestic nature, concerning 
only two or three -families. It may now, therefore, 
be proper to say a few words as to the situation 
of its members in the quarter where the Indi- 
vidual, so often alluded to, resided, viz. in the 
county of Wexford, with respect to the perform- 
ance of their religious duties. In this part of the 
country, notwithstanding some of the members of 
the same Meeting were several miles distant from 
each other, they did not suffer their perplexities 
at home to interfere with ithe sacred duty of 

D 
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religious worship abroad, or to prevent them from 
traversing the country, filled with armed men, 
amidst dangers, if possible, still greater than those 
they had left, in order that they might assemble 
together for this solemn purpose. Consequently, 
in going to, and returning from, their meetings, 
they had to encounter many difficulties, besides 
the struggle between their faith and their natural 
fears, in leaving their houses and property a prey 
perhaps to pillage, or to the flames, during their 
absence. Human prudence, it is likely, would 
have induced them, in such an awful extremity, 
to remain at home, and to look after their outward 
affairs ; but the sense of what they owed to their 
Maker, and to the Society of which they were 
members, in many instances, overbalanced these 
selfish considerations ; and, it appears, that in most 
cases they left behind them a better guardian than 
human prudence. 

Most of the horses being taken from them, the 
members of that particular Meeting had frequently 
to walk to their place of worship. The first time 
they did so, some of them met a man of very ter- 
rible character, who had killed a neighbour in 
Ferns a day or two before. He was, however, 
friendly in his behaviour to them, and even offered 
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to have them carried to their Meeting. But, 
though they acknowledged his civility, they did 
not accept his offer, pursuing their journey on foot 
six Irish miles. 

Parties of these people often met with the 
Friends going to and returning from their Meet- 
ing, and they were sometimes very inquisitive to 
know whence they came and whither they were 
going ; but none of them offered any molestation, 
except at one time when several Friends were 
passing to Meeting through Camolin, a village not 
far from Ferns, with a horse belonging to one, and 
a jaunting-car to another. A great number of 
United Men being in the street, and conversing 
about the Society, one of them said, " it was the 
last time the Quakers should ever go that road*" 
After the latter had passed the croud, a shot was 
fired apparently to alarm them. The horse took 
fright and broke the traces, an inconvenience they 
remedied as well as they were able, and afterwards 
proceeded quietly to their meeting-place. It was 
a remarkable circumstance that before the next 
meeting-day came round in regular course, the 
power of these misguided men was overthrown. 

In other parts of the county of Wexford, some 
of the members of the Society, having been 
d2 
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observed by the United Men to persevere in at- 
tending their place of religious worship, notwith- 
standing the threats and opposition they expe- 
rienced, became objects of this party's displeasure, 
and were apprised, that, if they persisted, they 
should be taken to the Altar of a neighbouring 
Chapel, and suffer the penalty of their obstinacy. 
One family, in particular, received notice, that, 
unless they gave up the atteiidarice of Meetings', 
and united in the Roman Catholic forms of wor- 
ship, they should individually be put to death, and 
their house should be burned. 

As the following was to be the day of public 
worship, the heads of the family were brought 
under deep mental exercise, accompanied with 
fervent prayers that they might be enabled to come 
to a right determination, in this conflict between 
their religious duty on one side, and apprehensions 
for the safety of their family, on the other. 

On collecting the individuals together, with a 
degree of humble confidence that best direction 
might be afforded, after a little solemn retirement, 
they laid the matter before their children. The 
noble and intrepid language of the eldest son, then 
a very young man, on this memorable occasion, is 
worthy of being recorded ; " Father," he said. 
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" Rejoicej that we are found worthy to suffer." 
His parents, were much affected,, and their minds 
so^ much strengthened in consequence, that they 
immediately concluded to attend, their Meeting 
the next day. In the morning, they proceeded .to 
their place of worship accordingly, without seek- 
ing to avoid the armed Insurgents by going 
through the fi,elds; but, keeping the public high 
road, they were permitted to accompli&h their pur- 
pose in safely; and expressed the satisfaction they^ 
felt in having thus fulfilled what they considered 
to be their duty. They were not then apprised 
of the circumstance, which had in the mean while 
occurred, viz. that the king's army had entered 
that part of the country ; and it so disconcerted, 
the plans of the Insurgents, that they were pre^ 
vented from carrying their wicked designs into 
execution. 

Another large and respectable family of the 
Society, living about a mile from the last-mention- 
ed, though they were often threatened and advised 
by a Priest and others to stay at home for some 
time, or at- least to go by some private way, did 
not feel that it would.be right for them to go to 
Meeting by any other than the usual way, along 
the high roadj through the town of Taghmon, 
d3 
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which was inhabited almost entirely by persons 
supposed to be friendly to the United Irishmen, 
and therefore unfriendly to them. Some of these 
were heard to say of the Friends : " They even 
dare us by going through the streets, but ■ they 
shall not go long;" and they used many threats 
both by words and actions to intimidate the fa* 
raily. The young women, who were delicately 
brought up, sometimes walked to and from the 
Meeting-place at Forrest, about four Irish miles 
distant, without any male attendant, and expe* 
rienced no molestation, even in the very height of 
the commotions ; their parents from the infirmities 
of advanced age being unable to accompany them. 
On one of these occasions,, having been more thaii 
usually threatened, they remarked that a strange 
dog, which they could not recollect to have ever 
seen before, followed, or rather accompanied them 
home, as an escort for some mih'S ; and, on seeing 
them safe to the house, which he could not be pre- 
vailed upon to enter, left them. This might have 
been only an accidental occurrence, but it engaged 
their attention at the time ; and, though simple in 
itself, may now prove nothing more than that their 
minds were not resting upon human help. 

Amongst the various menaces that were used to 
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alarm the Society, some of the United Irishmen 
spoke " of converting the Quaker's Meeting House 
at Forrest into a Romish Chapel :" and two boys 
were heard to say that " they would burn the 
Quakers in their place of worship the next meeting 
day." A member of that Meeting residing near, 
was also informed that the Meeting House should 
be burned; and that he and his large family 
should he\ destroyed if he attempted to go there 
again ; and in order to intimidate him the more, a 
blunderbuss was presented at him. Another friend 
was also told by a woman, that she heard several 
persons declare, on the very day the Rebels were 
driven out of their camp near Ross, " that the 
Quakers should never meet again at their Meeting 
House in Forrest." Thus it appears that the same 
threat was held out to many families. 

It is worthy, however, of notice, that, notwith- 
standing individuals and whole families were thus 
threatened, in different places, few were deterred 
from the steady pursuit of what they considered 
to be the path of religious duty : and the fact is to 
be recorded, as a monument, not to their praise, 
but to the mercy of that Providence, which 
watches over the weakest of his children who trust 
in him, that all the machinations and evil designs 
D 4 
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of their enemies, in this as in other instances, 
were signally confounded ; for on the very morn- 
ing of the next Meeting-day at Forrest, when so 
many were to be devoted to destruction, and their 
houses to. the flames, the power of the United Irish^ 
men was overthrown by a decisive battle near 
Vinegar-hill. Accordingly, about the time ap- 
pointed for public worship, when the Friends met 
together as usual, numbers of these mjsgtiided 
people, who had been calculating on the possession 
of power to effect their own cruel epds — a power 
they seemed incapable of using but for the degra- 
dation and misery; of their fellow creatures — in- 
stead of carrying their designs into execution, 
which there were no outward meanS: at the time in 
that pi'.vt to. prevent, were actually assembled about 
the door and windows of the Meeting-house, not 
as a building doomed with, its inmates to destruc- 
tion, but a*, a ^/ace of safety to themselves ; and 
they remained there till the meeting cpncluded, 
and the Friends had withdrawn. 

It is not to be supposed that Forrest was the 
only Meeting where such circumstances occurred-;— 
of malignant threats appalling to human nature, 
on one side, and of unshaken firmness in the 
'support of religious testimonies on the other.— 
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The members of Cooladine and Enniscbrthy Meet- 
ings in the same county, were placed nearly in the 
same predicament with those of Forrest. They 
were threatened; and though some of them had to 
lament the loss of their property and the ;destruc- 
tion even of their houses, in the indiscriminate de- 
vastation, yet the threats of personal violence -to 
them were found- to be impotent, and their lives 
were providentially preserved. 

The United Men told a Friend of Cooladine, that 
" if the Quakers ever attempted to meet again in 
the Meeting-house there, it should be burned." 

When the town of Enniscorthy was in posses- 
sion of the Rebels, the time of holding the Month- 
ly Meeting there had arrived ; and different mem- 
bers of the particular Meetings composing it, 
except of Ross, which was then in a state of siege, 
prepared to attend it. Some came from Ferns, 
Cooladine, and Balanclay. Although their horses 
were ta,ken from some Friends on the road, by 
patroles from the Rebel camp at Vinegar-hill, they 
were not themselves prevented from pursuing their 
jgijrney on foot many miles ^ and they entered 
Enniscojfthy, scarcely knowing whether they would 
be permitted to go to their. Meeting-house or not, 
and-ajmpst doubting whether they should find it 
d5 
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standing. They were, however, enabled to hold 
their meeting for worship; but were much inter- 
rupted by persons walking and making a noise in 
a loft or gallery adjoining, who, after a while went 
away. It appeared that these persons came with 
a malicious design, but that they were prevented 
from carrying it into execution. A large hole was 
observed to have been broken in the ceiling, which, 
the Friends were told, was made for the purpose of 
setting the house more readily on fire, but that 
others of the party interfered to prevent it. 

Soon after this Monthly Meeting of Enniscorthy, 
the Quarterly Meeting for Leinster Province was 
to be held, in due course, in the same town. • As 
the time approached, it seemed almost impossible, 
from the appearance of things, that it could be 
accomplished. Yet many individuals, some from 
distant places, acting in faith and simplicity of 
heart, left their homes to attend it, and the way 
was gradually opened before them. The outward 
aspect of affairs at the time was, indeed, changed : 
for the United Men had only recently been de- 
feated with great slaughter, and their camp was 
broken up. Accordingly, several Friends had to 
pass through heaps of slain on the road, and in 
some instances were obliged to remove the dead 
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bodies of the Rebels out of the way, that they 
might not trample on them, to the wonder of the 
spectators; some of whom exclaimed — " The 
Quakers must be mad." 

It may therefore be noticed, that in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cooladine Meeting, the camp of 
Vinegar-hill, a mile distant, was broken up by the 
battle which took place there, the day before their 
week-day meeting occurred; and so, way seemed 
to be opened not only for the attendance of that 
meeting, but of Leinster Quarterly Meeting at 
Enniscorthy, the day following. 

At the latter, the members of the Society who 
attended, were comforted together, under an 
humbling sense of the Providential care they had 
so largely experienced ; and, having held tlieir 
meetings for worship, as well as that for r^ulating 
the affairs of the Society, in much quietness,' they 
were favoured to return to their respective habita- 
tions in safety. 



CHAP. IV. 

OF THE TRIALS TO WHICH FRIENDS WERE EX- 
POSED FOR REFUSING TO CONFORM TO THE 
CEREMONIES OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 



A Friend of Enniscorthy Meeting, residing a 
few miles from the town, was made prisoner at his 
own house, and taken by a number of Pikemen^to 
the house of a neighbouring Priest with whom he 
was intimately acquainted. The, Priest told him, 
that be must become a Roman Catholic, and be 
christened; for that no other profession of reli- 
gion was now to be allowed. At this the Friend 
was greatly surprised, and said, he had a better 
opinion of the Priest than to suppose he would 
force men to make a profession of religion in 
opposition to their consciences. The Piiest re- 
plied, " there was no alternative, either to become 
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a Roman Catholic, or to be put to death." The 
Friend remarked, that, " by so doing, they would 
be only making hypocrites of such as might be 
induced to comply; and, for his part, that he 
would choose to suffer, rather than to violate his 
conscience ; that if there was any crime laid to his 
charge, he was willing to be tried, and on that 
ground was not afraid to look any of them in the 
face." The triest, who had every thing ready 
for baptizing, according to their mode, seemed 
much disappointed, and brought him out to .the 
Pikemen to be taken to Vinegar-hill. The Friend 
again expostulated with the Priest and Pikemen 
together, urging that if there was any thing worthy 
of death laid to his charge, he was willing to 
undergo a trial. The . Pikemen, although they 
seemed much displeased that he would not become 
a Roman Catholic, acknowledged the justness of 
his proposal, and, in obedience to the Priest, con- 
veyed him to their camp. 

A few other Fi'iends were also made prisoners, 
from different parts of the County, and were taken 
to the camp, at Vinegar-hill, where they under- 
w:ept a sort of trial; but, nothing being alleged 
agftinst them, they were set at liberty. Their 
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liberation was not a little remarkable, as many 
other persons were put to death, against whom no 
charge of enmity was brought, nor aiiy ground of 
accusation, except that tTiey were Protestants, 

A Friend from Ulster, then on a religious ser- 
vice, in that part of the country, was taken pri- 
soner and brought to the camp ; and at the time 
the Rebel-army was performing the service of 
Mass, as he could not take any part in their form 
of worship, they suffered him to reinain standing 
alone, with his head covered, while they were on 
theii- knees, during the ceremony. 

Many were the instances in which, in some parts 
o? the country, a dark and persecuting spirit dis- 
played itself during the Rebellion. 

An elderly Friend, the father of a large family, 
who was in a declining state (^health, and whose 
daughters used to go alone to their Meeting at 
Forrest, as mentioned in page 7^, was one, who, 
from the respectability of his character and .his 
influence in the country, was marked by the 
Insurgents and their leaders, as a desii'able object 
of their proselytism, in this reign of terror- For, 
as they were decidedly unwilling to take the lives 
of the Friends, their object was to convert them, 
by intreaties or by menaces, to their faith. 
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In the cas6 of this Friend, they laboured at it 
veiy assiduously ; for if, by any means, his con- 
version could have been accomplished, it is certain 
that they would have regarded it as a signal 
triumph. He vras urged and threatened: but 
when the attempt became hopeless, one of the 
Priests told some of the Insurgents, after in- 
quiring, "had, they not killed him yet," that 
" they could not go forward until they had dis- 
patched the old man^'' One night, about twelve 
o'clock, a number of them entered his house, and, 
when they had plundered it of what they wished, 
they snapped a pistol at him several times, seem- 
ing to be determined to take his life. After some 
consideration, they then insisted upon his going 
with them to their main-guard, which was sta- 
tioned at a distance. He made an effort to go 
with them, accompanied by one of his daughters ; 
but, feeling much weakness, and finding himself 
unable to proceed, he sat down under a tree in his 
own lawn. After a pause, which they did not 
seem to understand, they iniquired, " what he had 
to say ?" His reply was, that " should they be 
permitted to take his life, he hoped the Almighty 
might be pleased to forgive thero, and to take him 
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in hi& mei'cy." Upon this, they wefe silent, left 
himj and went quietly away. 

A kinsman of this Friend, living in the country 
not far from him, had also a large family, which 
was exposed to mUch danger during the disturb-, 
ances. As many of the United Men. lodged in the 
house, his children were obliged to attend upion 
them, supply thiefti with food, and do many menial 
offices ; for the servants, being generally of that 
party, were indifferent about their' work, calcu- 
lating that all the property would be their own, 
and that they themselves would soon be masters 
and mistresses. An old woman, who had been a 
nurse in the family, gave them much trouble with 
her frequent importunities, consisting of intreaties, 
threats^ and pretended zeal for their welfare and 
the cause of religion ; from time to time urging- 
them to Conform to the Catholic mode of wor- 
ship, as the only thing that could save their liv.es^ 
or give them hopes of future happiness. On one 
occasion, aftier the family had been told, that they 
should dl be murdered, unless they became- Roman 
Catholics, she fell on her knees in the parlour, in 
a posture of supplication to the. Deity to convert 
their hearts : but ^her mistress, being ■ favoured 
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with remarkable firmness at the time, reproved 
her sharply, notwithstanding the imminent danger 
of the family. Large parties of the Insurgents,, 
armed with guns and pikes, came, several times, 
to the house of this Friend, which was situated 
but a few miles from the noted barn of Sculla- 
bogue, where a number of Protestants, men, 
women, and children, were collected from the. 
neighbouring country and burnt to death. At 
one time, they came to take away the cattle from 
the farm, for the purpose of supplying theii- camp ; 
but, being informed that the cattle had been lately • 
taken for ty thes, they desisted from violence at 
that time. Some of them came again and took 
their horses. Three several times, parties came, 
apparently, with the premeditated design of mur- 
dering the whole family; once, threatning, that 
if they did not conform to the Popish ceremony 
of the Mass the following day, they should be 
killed, or be burnt in the house next evening. 
This occurred the day after the massacre at 
Scullabogue. According to their determination, 
the women came, on purpose to plunder the house 
as soon as the projected murder had taken place, 
the men who were to perpetrate the deed being 
then assembled in it. Some of them were heard 
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to say to their comrades, " Why don't you 
begin ?" to which it was replied, " We will 
shortly." But, being prevented by a power they 
knew not, still they deferred the execution. So 
that, when they were again asked, " Why they 
did not begio the work," their leaders said, " We 
will come another time." In so remarkable a 
manner were they restrained, that they even ex- 
pressed surprise to each other, how it should 
happen, that they were pfevented from accom- 
plishing their purpose, seeing the law was then 
entirely in their own hands. Their bloody de- 
sign was evidently over-ruled ; and, after venting 
their rage in damaging the furniture, as, for in- 
stance, by striking their pikes at the dial-plate of 
the clock, the windows, and some of the kitchen 
utensils, they went away, impotently threatening 
at last, that they would take the eldest son with 
them.* Even this threat they did not execute. 

A Female Friend, being desired by a Roman 
Catholic clergyman to put up the sign of the 
Cross, which was worn by their party at that 



• This was the young man who had manifested such resolution, 
when the family was threatened with death if they persisted in 
going to their Meeting-place at Forrest. See page 77. 
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time, replied, that " she could not do it, but 
hoped the Almighty might be pleased to enable 
her to bear it," On this he did not urge her any 
farther. 

An elderly Friend of some opulence, who came 
to reside in England soon after the disturbances, 
with a constitution much debilitated by the hard- 
ships and persecutions he had suffered during the 
Rebellion, on two occasions had to experience 
signal preservation: — His house, which was si- 
tuated in rather a lonely part of the country, was 
ransacked and stripped of every thing valuable by 
a party of the Insurgents. Some hours after the 
depredation, another party entered for the same 
purpose; and the Captain, after demanding the 
property, either discrediting the Friend's simple 
statement of what had already occurred, or irri- 
tated at the disappointment, raised his sword to 
murder the venerable man, when his wife, rising 
from her seat, with much emotion and firmness 
exclaimed, " Thou canst not touch a hair of my 
husband's head, unless Divine Providence permit 
thee." The man was so struck by her Christian 
fortitude, that he let the sword drop from his 
hand ; and, stooping to pick it up without utter- 
ing a word, he turned away and quietly withdrew 
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his men. On another occasion, several of the 
United Irishmen entered his house and insisted; 
that he should undergo the ceremony of Baptism, 
according to the form of the Romish Church, 
Ashe refused it, they behaved very roughly, but 
left him with the determination, as they said, of 
coming again in a few days; and, if he then re- 
fused,, that they would certainly hang him. Ac- 
cording to their promise, they came again, and: 
endeavoured, by arguments and threats, to prevail 
upon him to be baptized ; but in vain. They 
then said, they certainly would hang him ; but 
some trifling matter occurring among themselves, 
the execution of their- design was deferred at that, 
time also, and they left him. In a few days they, 
returned again, and he was told that they had now 
resolved to hang him before they left the house, if 
he did not agree to be baptized ; and. they ac- 
tually fastened a rope round his neck and took 
him to an out-house, where there was a beam, and. 
were in the act of tying him up to the beam when 
an alarm was given, that a party of soldiers was 
coming, which made thena tun away : so that his 
life was providentially saved. 

A Friend, living in a retired part of the county 
of Waterford, had a large family of young chil- 



Confession of a Servant Girl. 93 

'dreii, and kfept several servants. A little befote 
the battle of Ross, tvFO of the niirsery-maids, 
Roman Catholics, left the hoiiSe. This circum- 
stance gave some alarm to the family, which Was, 
however, mitigated in degree by their return after 
the battle, in which the United Irishmen were 
defeated. The mistress interrogated the elder of 
the servants 'respecting their reasons for thus 
leaving the family at a time and in a state of such 
distress ; and ; represented their ingratitude after 
having experienced so many marks of kindness 
from their master and mistress, during a period of 
some years' servitude. The girl acknowledged it 
all with many tears ; but added, " Mistress, if you 
knew all, yoii would not condemn us." Some 
days afterwaiids, her mistress spoke to her again, 
and requested her to be more explicit, because she 
did not understand what was meant by the words 
^' If you knew all," &c. And upon urging the 
subject in a very kind manner, the servant burst 
into tears, and acknowledged that she and her 
fellow servant had been enjoined by an authority 
to which they were accustomed to yield implicit 
obedience, " if the battle of Ross was favourable 
to the Irish, to kill the young children; — and 
this," said she, "we could not do; you had been 



94 Friends^ danger from their Servants, 

like tender and kind parents to us, and the children 
we loved a? our own; and therefore we deter- 
mined to leave the house, never to return any 
more, if the battle should be favourable to the 
Irish." 

Some idea may be formed of the dangers with 
which the members of the Society were sur- 
rounded, when ir is known, that, with few ex- 
ceptions, their domestic servants, being Roman 
Catholics, were in secret league with the Insur- 
gents, ■ and daily anticipating the overthrow of 
civil and religious power, as well as an entire 
change of property in their own favour. Hence 
there was every sordid inducement, that could 
operate upon a dark and interested multitude, to 
destroy all who stood in their way. For, they 
were led, perversely enough, to think, that the 
performance of a religious duty^ or what they 
considered an act pleasing in the sight of Grod — 
the destruction of one differing in religious opi- 
nion^ — would coincide with their temporal inte- 
rest. It is, however, to be noticed, that, in the 
South of Ireland, a great number of the Roman 
Catholics, in the better classes of society, were 
distinguished for their loyalty and good conduct ; 
whilst in the North, many who took an active 
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part as Iteaders in fomenting the sedition, were, 
by profession, Protestants,* It was chiefly a 
political struggle in the North, and religious mofe 
than political, in the South. Henc^, the pro- 
bability is, that, had both classes been victorious 
against the lawful government, yet with such dis- 
tinct and incompatible views, they would soon 
have turned their arms against each other. 

A servant maid, residing with a Friend in 
Enniscorthy, who had been instrumental in bring- 
ing about the murder of the male part of a Pro- 
testant family, with whom she had formerly lived, 
having pointed out to some of the Pikemen such 
windows in the Friend's house, as, she supposed, 
they could fire from, with most eifect, upon 
the king's troops, he said to her, " I did not think 
thou wouldst serve me so." Upon which, she 
told her mistress, that their children would be 
fatherless before that time to-morrow. Her threats, 
however, proved to be vain, 

" At length," says an eye-witness, who has 
recorded some of these events, '.' the time ap- 



* Indeed some of th6 Jeaders in the Sovith were Protestants, 
especially the Insargent General who commanded at the battle of 
Ross : and it is supposed that he was in some degree instrumental 
in restraining the cruelty of those undiiT him. 
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preached when divine interposition was remark- 
ably conspicuous in this county; nearly three 
Weeks the rage of religious bigotry spread itself 
with fire and sword; and from every iiiformation 
t could learn, and from concurring circumstances 
it appeared, the day was fixed for a general 
massacre of every class who were not of the 
Romish church. For, said they, often in my 
hea,ring, ' one religion only shall he allowed.'* 

" But on the eve before that day, the King's array 
invested Vinegar-hill, and early in the morning, 
a battle ensued, in which the United Irishmen 
were totally defeated and routed. The King's 
army pursued them to Wexford^ got immediate 
possession of the town, and rescued many of the 
poor victim Protestants from present death, and 
all who were not yet made prisoners, from the 
horrible massacre which was rapidly going for- 
ward." 

Some idea may be formed of the evils produced 



* " On that morning a standard or black flag was carried 
through the streets of Wexford, with M. W. S. in large letters 
inscribed thereon ; the meaning supposed to be Mcrder with- 
out Sin. The massacre of the Protestant prisoners was executing 
at Wexford, and did not discontinue until they (the Pikemen) 
fled from the king's army.'* It was said they were wading in their 
blood up to their ankles on the bridge of Wexford." 
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by contention, even to those whose party may 
have got the ascendancy, when it is known that 
a considerable number of the Protestants, who 
had been taken to the camp of the Rebels at 
Vinegar-hill as prisoners, were put to death by the 
victorious army, through ignorance, or through 
want of discrimination, in the heat of pursuit; as 
every one in a coloured coat was supposed to 
belong to the Insurgents. 



CHAP. V. 

TESTIMOKIES OF FRIENDS FKOM DIFFEHENT 
PARTS, INCLUDING A NARRATIVE OF EVENTS 
AT BALLITORE, AND A" FEW- FAHTICTTLARS OF 
THE BATTLES OF ROSS AND ANTRIM. 



The following interesting journal of the events 
that occurred in the village of Ballitore, was kept 
by a Friend residing there, who, at that time, had 
the care of a large establishment for the education 
of youth, chiefly of the Society; and it will be 
seen that he endeavoured to steer a course of 
humanity and benevolence, which qualified him 
to irlterpose his good offices, with effect, on several 
occasions, for the pressrvation of those who were 
in imminent danger from their enemies, 

" 1798, 24:th of 6th mo. 5th day, was the day 
of the general rise of the people in the county of 
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Kildare. The occasion of tlieir rise may be at- 
tributed to the fallowing causes. For; a long time 
;back the people of the country have shewn a dis- 
affection to Government, particularly the Presby- 
terians in the north, and the Romanists, almost 
universally. Against these latter the rulers seem 
•particularly exasperated, because, they, said,, that 
iaving granted them every relaxation of the penal 
•laws against Catholics^ that could be conveniently 
allowed them, even to the endangering of the con- 
stitution, yet they were dissatisfied ; and it began 
.to be suspected, that, instead of a participation of 
•rights with Protestants in this kingdom, they 
wanted to subvert the constitution, and have all 
to themselves. It was also thought, and found 
from facts, that they were actually in league with 
the French, the avowed enemits to the. consti- 
tution established; and that they looked for an 
invasion from them, to rise and join them, for the 
purpose of effecting their treasonable designs. Go- 
■vernment therefore determined on coercive mea- 
sures, that, seeing they could not be won over, 
they might be forced or frightened into obedience^ 
For this purpose, informers were employed amongst 
them, who, many of them, betrayed innocent men, 
for whom they entertained a pique or enmity j. 
E 2 
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houses were searched for unlawful meetings, arms, 
and papers ; those informed against were severely 
whipped, and extorted confessions obtained : 
hence, a source of distress, pei-fidy, and disaffec- 
tion was opened ; the minds of men exasperated 
against each other in the bitterest manner : hence, 
jealousies, and cruel retaliations of injuries, pri- 
vate assassinations, burning of houses, by each 
party ; the wine of resentment and revenge in- 
toxicating even men of the soundest heads and 
fairest intentions. The soldiery, being harassed 
with incessant pursuit of those wretches, thus 
excited by their cruelties to repeated acts of out- 
rage, were hardly restrained by their officers (when 
opportunity offered) from destroying the people 
with indiscriminate slaughter. 

'• In order to effect their purposes of coercion, 
the Government had fallen on a gradation of pu- 
nishment : — First, putting soldiers on private 
houses, — Secondly, allowing them free quarters 
there, so that many poor people left their beds to 
the soldiers and lay upon straw, — Thirdly, burn- 
ing their houses, on intimation of disaffection, or 
proof of concealed arms,— Fourthly, whipping, 
which was conducted with such severity, that 
many said they would prefer to be shot at once 
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than to be thus tormented to death ; «and many 
were actually taken out of their houses and put 
to immediate death. 

" Things were in this state at thetimeof the date 
above mentioned ; the government requiring the 
people to bring in concealed arms to entitle them 
to protection ; with which multitudes complied ; 
but still many were concealed; when the alarm 
came to Colin Campbell, commanding in the 
county of Kildare, and stationed at Athy, that on 
this day there would be a general rise. 

" In the night of the 23d, an express arrived to 

Captain. C , of the Suffolk fencibles, quartered 

at Ballitore, to be ready in a moment's warning to 
be under march with his men and the militia alsio 
under his command. Thus our very agreeable 

E C left us to be exposed to popular 

resentment, to which he was by no means entitled, 
being possessed of the most gentle, conciliatory 
dispositions ; which led him often to deplore the 
situation he was placed in, and that the plunder- 
ing of the disaffected (which they called foraging 
from them) should be acted under his directions.* 

• " Foraging parties were dispersed through the country; and 
a hundred cars, laden with provisions (taken from the people) 
came one day into Ballitore. It was the scarce time of the year 
before the new and old food; and this proceeding caused great 
dibtreas." 
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" Lafge bodies of men now collected iri different- 
places, armed with pikes and pitchforks,, with a 
few swords, muskets, and bayonets, some of which 
had been forced or stolen from the soldiery. The 
Insurgents waylaid the troopsj arid in some places 
killed a few of them; but became themselves at 
last the victims of slaughter : which was the case 
when C arrived at Kilcullen. ' 

' '* It were in vain, as it is unimportant, to de? 
scribe the flying engagements which took place in 
several places on this day. At Narrambre Wood 
Lieut. Edie, of the Tyrone militia, had smart 
work, ai)d was vvell nigh cut off by liera in wait: 
multitudes were slain there by the Insurgents. 
The loyalists, who were in possession of the Court- 
house at Narramore, took the Captain of the In« 
SUrgents prisoner ; upOn which the people' set fire 
to all the houses there ; and the property of John 
Jeffers, a staunch man to the constitution, was 
thereby destroyed : then they recovered the cap- 
tain, and took some pi'isoners. When they were 
dislodged from Narramore Wood, the Insurgents 
took the bog-road, and had an engagement; with 
the military on march on the high road, when 
several men were slain of the country people. 

" In the evening, the Captain of the Insurgents 
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collected his forces of Pikemen, &c. in the plain 
between Narramore and Ballitore, to the number 
of 2 or 300, and marched. them down to take pos- 
session of Ballitore, which was tliis morning 
evacuated by the soldiers. A. Shackletpn^ with 
his boys, from the top of Nine-tree hill, was wit- 
ness to the awful procession ; not knowing to what 
.ierigths, th^ popular transport might carry an 
.exasperated people. So, letting them pass by, hp> 
Jed his little corps of infantry (the dear alarmed 
l^Ot/i) round by the back of the garden into the 
house; and about five o'clock, thg Pikemen, 
v/ith various descriptions of armour, entered his 
tparlpur, and found him sitting with his family aivd 
the dear boys, in awful quiet. They behaved with 
•respect, but asked peremptorily for provisions, 
which we handed out to them, and they retired. 
Qur poor neighbours, fearing pillage of property, 
now began to flock to our house ; so, as my school 
.was smallj we had room to accommodate about 
] 00 persons, men, women, and children ; who, day 
and night, collected up. and down in our houses. 
The. school-house, a large room, was given up to 
|hera; so that, what with the people seeking fin 
asylum, :,and the men under arms, we had very 

El 
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little quiet, or sc'afcely any thing we could' Call 
our own. 

" Such were the important ev.ents of the 24th ; 
important to us and our little community. Our 
rninds were centred in divine dependence. ' The 
canopy of preserving power was evident to my 
feeling in this awful crisis. 

" 25th, Sixth-day mo'rning. — Alarms often 
came of a military force. Our horses were taken, 
to Send expresses to explore the movements of thie 
Army ; our poor people being generally too feeble 
to resist the shock of military discipline ; though 
a ffew individuals of them were undaunted and 
fierce, from the memory of psist injuries, or the 
expectation of future ones. Some of these lattei" 
entered niy house about six o'clock, A. M. with 
pistols, to bring me put (as they said) to fight 
with thsm ; asked me where was my pike ; they 
saw no reason, they said, that I should indulge in 
quiet, while they exposed themselves for the de- 
fence of my property, &c. &c. 

" So thiey took me out, and two honest men 

with me, I, and T. B , then my guests, and 

said that we should stand in front of the battle, if 
we would not fight; we should stop a bullet. 
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They took us beyond the bridge, to tjjp sitlp pf the , 
road ; our pepple following us with, their eyes, ftn|i 
tender a^ection : several neighbours and- faithful 
Mary Ejoyle; (an old, nuf,se) coming after, inter- 
ceding for our return- They said that I could not 
bg spared ff om home, and from the care of so 
DOjiny of the poor, wjio hacj takers sanctuary in my 
hpuse ; thq.t,.as to my fellow; prisoriers, they ought 
to fight' at home ; it was unreasonable to expect 
them to fight our bajttles. I told the men, that, as 
to myself I felt quite undisturbed, and I had no 
displ6.aSiUfe against them, who did it ignprantly ; 
that they might put me to death, as I was in their 
h^ujds; but they would never persuade me to use 
any ac); of violence, against, my fellow, men. At 
length they were persuaded to liberate us. 

" Now, they entertained the idea of whipping 
a man they called an infgrmer, whom they had 
taken, prisoner, and made preparations for it, on 
the principle of; xetaliation. After some per?na- 
«ion, they were induced to relinquish this idea, 
and eclaredthat, though they had received very 
grievous treatment, they ought not to return evil 
for evil. As I, applauded this sentiment, I novf 
began to have some place in their minds. It was 
E 5 
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satisfactoiy to find that they entertained no worse 
intent than obtaining redress to the grievances 
they complained of, suoh as the whipping and 
plundering committed on them by the military. 
As violence was likely to be inflicted on the sol- 
diers' wives left in the town, I got leave to take 
them under my carej also George, a servant of 

Captain C , a sick soldier, and another, who 

was servant to Lieut. Gore. The two young 
women, also Anne Gore- and Anne Hemet, the 
latter a Jersey woman, wives to Gore and Hemet, 
Lieutenants in the Suffolk Militia, shared the 
hospitality and protection of our house. Thus 
were we variously chequered ; people of all sides 
arid all descriptions coming to us. So that if provi- 
sions should hold out, our garrison was pretty well 
manned. Various alarms came to day : — ^it was 
suggested thai cannon were coming to destroy the 
house over our heads ; the women fled out of the 
windows into the garden ; and all was confiision 
and distraction while the panic held. 

My family mostly staid by me in the parlour ; 
and supporting quiet was witnessed, sufficient' to 
allay the noise of the waves and the tumults oif the 
people. ' 
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The wretched pedple were now groWii tired df 

their attempt : their leader, Capt. '-^, had 

deserted them. 

" 26th, Seventh day. — As I found a disposition 
in the people to listen to terms, I took pains, with 
my friends of peacemaking spirit, to prevail on tlie 
people to send to the Commanding Officer to sue 
for pardon. I drew up the following lines, which 

I proposed to the , and the people, and they 

heartily acceded in general. I told them it was 
no act of mine: I only proposed it to them : I 
wished them to return to peace ; but, whatever 
they did, they must take on themselves all the 
consequences. The, lines were as follows : — 

" The people of East Narra and Rheban, 
depending on Colonel CampbeWs lenity, offer 
unconditional submission. They acknowledge 
they have been misled, and have perpetrated 
several acts of outrage, resentment, and retalia- 
tion ; which they are sorry for. They hope the 
severe measures used towards them will plead an 

.esocuse, as they prefer to die' at once, than td be 
tormented to death. They hope the ColoneLwHl 
now consider their case as entitled for their voluii- 

dary. obedience to Royal rnercy arid clemency. 
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They wish to return to their duty and to their 
lawful occupations on the same footing they for- 
merly were.'' 

" These lines were also shewn to the person 
commanding in the town ; he seemed not to ap- 
prove of them, but said to me : — " Don't inter- 
fere." However, they seemed to convey the.Toicfe 
of the people, and, as such, were sent by an ex,- 
press. Afterwards, the people seemed dissatisfied, 
unless some conditions were mad^ for a liberation 

of prisoners, and J. B offered himself to go to 

Athy with further explanation ; but this was not 
allowed at the time proposed. 

The people said they would wait for the answer 
to the express. Insolence, even in (the possession 
of) a very precarious power, operates on theleadefrs 
in popular assemblies; and the poor people are 
still miserable victims of their misguided mea- 
sures. The express returned with the following 
jinswer : 

" Colonel Campbell conveyed to Mr. J , 



«/■ Ballitore, his decision on the application of 
the deluded people of that place ; and if titey 
will lay down their arms of every kind, in 
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front of the moat of Ardslcull, this afternoon at 
six o'clock, and retire half a mile in the rear of 
it., Colonel Campbell will send out a parti/ (as he 
proposed yesterday), to receive the arms, to pre- 
vent their falling into the hands of the disaffected. 
It gives the Colonel much pleasure to find, that 
the people have at last found out their error, and 
that they have been imposed on by designing 
men : and he will not fail to recommend their 
case-to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and 
he will, in thje mean time, afford them every pro- 
tection in his power. Their compliance with this 
proposal will save much blood, as they must now 
be convinced, from their late attacks on the out- 
posts, how impossible it is to make any impression 
on a well disciplined army. 

' Colin Campbell, 
Colonel, commanding at AthyJ" 

Athy, 26<A May, 1798. 

" The yesterday's proposal, mentioned in the 
letter, was never generally communicated to the 
people; or, it appears, that, besides their own 
caprice, they laboured under the curse of a deceit- 
ful mediator. 

" About six o'clock that evening, instead of the 
arms (as proposed) the people concluded on send- 
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ing an ambassador of peace; and J. B. consented 
to go on their belialf. About eleven o'clock J. B. 
returned with the. following lines fronj Colonel 
Campbell : 

" Colonel Campbell is disposed to treat with 
the deluded people of the County of Kildare, 
and there shall be a truce till twelve o'clock 
■to-morrow, provided six of- the most respectable 
of their people are sent here, on the ■return 

of friend J B- to Ballitore, who shall 

be kept as hostages for the. performance of the 
proposals within stated: — A return of the num- 
ber in arms of the two Baronies who implore 
forgiveness, to be sent to Colonel Campbell to- 
morrow at eight in the morning ; and this en- 
gagement will not be looked on as binding, if they 
'afterwards admit, any of their disaffected neigh- 
bours into the Baronies of East Narra and 
Jleban. 

Colin Campbell, Colonel.' 

" C. C.'s patroles with letters not to be inter- 
'eepted. 

" Thif., coming §o late, cbuld'not well be com- 
municated to the people, who, were scattered every 
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where. I took it to the priest, who lodged in the 
town, and who appeared all the day of wavering 
counsels, sometimes, before us, persuading the 
people to surrender, and at other times, apart, 
haranguing them to opposite measures ; her6 was 
another mischief that attended the deluded people. 
Some of the principal men I had got that day 
closeted; they spoke reasonably,, and, were in- 
clinable for treaty, more or less, according to their 
respective clearness of understanding. 
■ " Whelan, a turbulent man, with a blunder- 
buss, greatly annoyed our domestic councils. As 
I spoke to the people from an upper window, to 
enforce thp mild offers of Government, I feared 
once that he would discharge his mischievous 
engine at me. But Providence preserved. Thus 
I am again tracing back the operations of the 26th 
in order to account for the fatality, which, like a 
fiery comet, drew a train of disastrous circum- 
stances. These wavering , counsels of some, and 
the hot spirits of others of our demagogues, occa- 
sioned that this last requisition came too late for 
the people to send in, their hostages; for,' though 
it was possible to collect them, yet, who could tell 
whether the people would, after all, comply, with 
the terms ? and thus the hostages were at stake for 
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the deception, and the people would untiwelj 
perish. So it was concluded, to send in the host- 
ages, in ,the morning. 

" The morning arrived, full of portentous 
calamity to this neighbourhood. About thre^ 
o'clock the priest called me up, and ' told me, th(%^ 
array was certainly at hand. On the first intima- 
tion of it, the people fled. and dispei'sed on every 
hand; so that, if the hostages, were then in lime, it 
would be hard to collect them, and still harder to 
concentre the wavering resolutions of the people. 
The poor priest appeared in great dismay. He 
requested to borrow my coat, but, when I went 
for it, he was gone. He fled towards Narramor'e ; 
the lion was there ; the thundering cannon had 
already. been planted that morning early against 
Narramore House, the new unfinished iiiansion of 
Maurice Keatinge, which they (wil^h the assistance 
of fire) demolished; Carrol and some otl^iers, who 
had taken shelter there, being either shot or dis- 
persed. The priest now fled to Ephraim Boakes,* 

* E. B. was an aged neighbour long since deceased, who had 
united his endeavours with those of A. S. and hia friends, first to 
moderate, and then to protect the jHi^gujded people. — The army, 
which was approach^g at this time, was from Carlow, lying 
in a directibn opposite to Atdy, where Colonel Campbell com- 
manded. 
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and hid In the garden ; but, thinking that place 
unsafe, he lay down in one of the clumps before 
Ephraim's door^ and there waited . till the bitter- 
ness of death was past^ But to return to Ballitore : 
As the army from Carlow, consisting of horse and 
foot, moved slowly down the hill, I proposed to 

J B , that he and I should go forth to 

meet them ; which we did, also the Phelps's and 
Samuel Eves, then with us. The Commanding 
Officer, Major Dennis, rode on to meet us with a 
pistol in his hand, and stopping near us, asked, 
who commanded in the town ? He was answered 

by J B , that ' the town had been for these 

few days in the hands of the Insurgents, but as to 
us,' said he, ' we are only passengers.' — ' It hap« 
pened well for you, Gentlemen,' said he, ' that it 
is so, or I should have shot you every man.' (It 
appears that he had previously given orders to 
shoot every man in coloured clothes.) 

" I was no passenger, yet I did not then find it 
prudent to set him right. He then desired that 
some beer or other refreshment should be had for 
the soldiers. We shewed him the letter we had 
from Colin Campbell, and got up Col. Wolseley, 
then a lodger in my house, to speak to him ; thus 
his wrath was averted. He desired the army to 
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bait; the officers rode up for drink, and' they 
moved away. 

. " This woe past, the bitter cup of vengeance 
vyas handed from another quarter. Gol, Campbell, 
fiot finding J.he hostages sent as he desired, maxched 
Ijis army in the night to patrole the country, and 
came dov\^n from Narramore on us, about five or 
six o'clock, bringing fire and desolation wherever 
they came> ,The houses were -generally burned^ 
^nd many of the people shot, I suppose, almost 
all who appeared, whether guilty or not of the 
crime of disaffection.^ The ofiicers came into our 
house and recognised their old friends, while the 
soldiery were spreading terror among the people. 
I*oor Hannah Haughton they plundered ; her 
innocency pleading in vain for her. The soldiers 
had got information concerning the commander 
gf the town; he (simpl's man}) met them in the 
street and was instantly put to death. The houses, 
in the burrow . were now consumed ; the inha- 
bitants hid and escaped. My neighbour, who hacl 
taken me prisoner two days before, now came on 
his knees to me:, he had just escaped death; 
pleading merit for having saved the life of a spl^ 
dier :. by and bye he and his wife came flying, and 
geepaed closely pursued,; as,, it was said, the vyife 
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had wounded a soldier, who attempted to take a, 
ring from her and abuse.hef. I told her, she must 
hide somewhere else out of the house, or it might 
be burned in their fury. ' 

" In a few minutes this dreadful scene opened 
and closed ; and they passed on. It resembled the 
operation of lightning, — fierce and terrible, and 
over in a moment ! 

: " Colonel Campbell then led his army, clad in 
terrible array, round by Crbokstown; spreading 
death and destruction wherever they came ; and 
so .passed on to Athy : the ministration of venge.r 
ance being let fall on devoted Ballitore and its 
neighbourhood, notwithstanding that the most of 
the people, . who were guilty of these outrages and 
of opposition to government, came from a dis- 
tance. Thus, having suffered the woe of rebellion 
first, we fell under the greater woe of vindi.cti've 
punishment. Here was an afflicting sight for the 
poor people to behold — all their little stock re? 
duced to ashes! — the little provisions for their 
future wants ; for, some, of thein had not removed 
their goods; others, more wisely, had. foreseen 
tlie. threatened calamity. Yet the survivors (so 
sweet is life!) consoled themselves that they were 
alive, and now only sought about to find what they 
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could do to avert a repetition of the visit which 
might deprive them of life. 

" Ephraim Boake and I undertook to treat for 
them, and we went to Athy. When we arrived 
there, we were congratulated that we were alive ; 
they had been told that when the army withdrew, 
the rebels had returned and burned every house 
which the army had spared : — rthis we were able 
to contradict. Anne Gore and Anne Hemet were 
particularly overjoyed to see me, and met me with 
hugs; and embraces; the polite, Colonel Wolseley 
and his lady made gratefiil acknowledgments for 
our care of them. My beloved friend Dorcas 
Fitzgerald I was glad to see, and she me ; also 
dear T. and D. Chandley, and many more ! — Af- 
fliction unites in one. Col. Campbell received 
well our proffered treaty. . It was concluded, that 
he should come with a detachment of troops, to the 
high ground on the road at ArdskuU, on 4th day 
following, at twelve o'clock; that all persons,, 
desirous of laying down their arms, should deposit 
them on the gravel hill in BaUindrum bog, and 
retire to the road on Ballmdrum hill ; that when 
the officer had taken up the arms, the people 
■hould come forward in a body and sign an en* 
gagemertt for future good conduct : Colonel 
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Campbell should then imTnediately recommend 
them to government ; and the utmost possible 
lenity should be used towards them : Two host- 
ages should be sent to Athy that day to- confirm 
the good resolutions of the people. These terms, 
after some conversation with the Colonel, in 
which he spoke kindly and mildly, we carried 
home ; and met the people at an hour appointed 
for reading them. The people rejoiced at the 
veiy sound of peace, and promised, that if any 
hereafter should conceal arms or attempt to de- 
stroy their loyalty, they would lend every aid to 
take up such persons and bring them to justice. 
They were then sent home to convince all their 
neighbours ; for which the day following wa» 
allowed ; and they were desired to come on 4th 
day morning, with their weapons of every kind, 
that Epbraim and I might conduct them to the 
place appointed. With this they cheerfully com- 
plied. We met the Colonel and his troops: the 
whole business was conducted with good order ; 
the people graciously received the gracious smile* 
and approbation of the Colonel ; protections were 
given separately to every respective townland ; 
apd the people came away as after a triumphant 
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victory. The insidious artifices of one mail 
(Mich. Walter) had lilse to have disconcerted the 
whole plan': he came riding post haste, as ex- 
press, to tell the people, that, if they staid there, 
they were all to be killed ; and for this, he said, he 
had orders from General Dundas; but his vil- 
lainous artifice was defeated by the activity of 
Ephraim Boake ; the man was taken and giyen up 
to the Colonel, who ordered him to be conducted 
to Athy. 

" At the time the arms ^'ere given in, A. S. 
lianded the following address to Col. Campbell : 

" " ' Abraham Shackleton begs leave to address 
Colonel Campbell on a subject that is of vast im^ 
portance, as he conceives, to the general weal — 
the preservation of the people. He has seen with 
■great anxiety, old distinctions of religious names 
revived. He believes that' there does not exist 
^hat dark spirit of persecution among the people 
which is attributed to them, but a spirit of retali- 
•ation, in many, for real or imagined injuries. It is 
■said, that they had formed a conspiracy for a 
general massacre : no such disposition was ap- 
|)arent the two days, that we of this town were 
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entirely in their power. Why did they not pro- 
ceed then to a massacre ? Why did they not 
revenge the injuries they said they had received ? 
They spared to whip one man, who, they' sdid, 
was an informer ; — They forbore to whip the 
soldiers' wives, when that cruel retaliation was 
suggested by the women of the town : — They 
offered no injuries to the officers' wives in my 
house, nor to the sick soldier and two oflScers' 
servants with me. A. S. believes that no such 
conspiracy exists, and that it is conceived only in 
the fears of men of property, who are alarmed at 
the thoughts of losing it. He believes that by 
mild treatment the people may be made useful to 
lis, arid happy in themselves. They have found 
the folly of resistance. They are used to live 
low — facilem victu per secula gentem. Let them 
live, and live comfortably ; — they will not aspire 
higher ; they will be hands and feet to us. In- 
deed, all orders and classes of society want re- 
formation. — If the money laid out on spacious 
buildings, cultivating fine gardens, and pleasure 
grounds, were some of it expended in cultivating 
thfe morals of the people, what a happy harvest 
Tof-blessings would it not pro.duce to the culti- 
vators? If the rich did not insult the poor by 
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their wanton extravagance and riot, the two 
orders of society would coalesce, and religious 
distinctions would not be so much as thought 

From the foregoing narrative it appears that the 
pacific labours of this worthy friend and his as- 
sociates were blessed, in many instances. An 
inmate and relative of his family thus expresses 
herself, " Neighbours, rich and poor, and persons 
of all parties, a hundred in all, sheltered peace- 
fully together under my brother's roof. Some of 
these were prisoners captured on their journey : 
one of their carriages being drawn down and their 
luggage carried— all safely deposited, persons and 
property — with my brother." 

Col. Wolseley and his lady, the wives of two 
Lieutenants, also the wives of two privates, and a 
lick soldier, were in this way protected under his 
roof, whilst their enemies had possession of the 
town. And when the place was given up to the 
fury of the soldiers, to be pillaged and burnt, an 
officer, who had been at Ballitore School, had 
placed sentinels to protect the houses of Friends : 
the house of one poor female they forgot, till it 
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was too late to save her little property from de- 
struction. 

" When I first saw our house filling with the 
Insurgents, soon after they came in, I told them I 
was frightened at the sight of so many armed men, 
and, without shewing displeasure, they answered, 
' we will be off in a shot,' (meaning directli/) 
and presently withdrew, after they had got milk ; 
and one of them cut the bread I brought, out, 
distributing it among them with the advice, ' Be 
decent, boys, be decent.' I met with this man 
afterwards, as he stood a centinel, and threatened 
to shoot a man of his own party, who walked 
beside me, if he passed the bounds. I asked him, 
if I went on, would he shoot me? He expressed 
affectionate surprise at my asking such a question, 
and pronounced a eulogium on Quakers.. I told 
him it would be well, if they were all of our way 
of thinking; for then there would be no such 
work as the present. His reply, incoherent as it 
was, I could understand, ' Aye, but you know — 
our Saviour — the scourges — Oh! the scourges I' 

" The Insurgents sometimes attempted to soothe 
our female feais, shaking us by the hand, and de- 
claring they would burn those that: would burn 
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us. My mother, in her state of second childhood, 
was respectfully treated by them ; also, when the 
army came; a soldier begged leave of his officers to 
visit the ' old mistress :' he had been quartered 
on ter. The Insurgents took our bridles and 
saddles, but nothing else besides food. A man, 
with a naked sword, demanded from me my own 
riding mare ; I told him, I had lent her to one of 
the oflScers; and another vouching for my veracity, 
he was satisfied and went away. Others applied 
for any thing of a green colour. I told them we 
could not join any party. — ' What, not the 
strongest ?' — ' No, none at all.' And though our 
tables were covered with green cloths, they forbore 
to urge the request." 

In addition to this testimony, the author is 
ci'edibly informed, " that A. S. and his colleagues 
in the work of peace, continued to interpose their 
good offices afterwards, when judicial proceedings 
were gleaning the refuse of the sword ; and had 
the satisfaction of contributing to save many of 
their neighbours from death. A man who was 
ti'ied by a court martial, ascribed his acquittal to 
a note in his favour from the sister of A. S. The 
officer who took it, glanced at the signature, and 
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exclaimed, that women cared not what they said; 
and then, observing the date, remarked, that it was 
from a Quaker, and that Quakers never lieJ'^ 



A Friend of great respectability in the county 
of Westmeath, living in a wild thinly inhabited 
district, not far from the town of Moate, has given 
the following striking testimony from his own ob- 
servations at that period. — " All those in this 
quarter, who professed principles of peace, were 
marvellously spared from extreme suffering ; some 
living in solitary places surrounded by that class 
who were very generally in a state of RebfeUion. 
Some, so circumstanced, could not leave their 
usual habitations, though strongly urged by their 
few Protestant neighbours to flee with them to 
garrison-towns. O ! the heart-rending scenes 
some such have witnessed ; their neighbours, run- 
ning hither and thither with their families and 
goods, and calling lipon me to flee from certain 
destruction ! Yet some were favoured with faith 
and patience to abide in their lots, conscientiously 
adhering to the revealed law of their God j and 
f2 
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thus did experience, to their humbling admiration, 
the name of the Lord to be a strong tower in 
which they found safety. I could, with wonder, 
love, and praise, relate some marvellous deliver- 
ances mercifully vouchsafed to me when sur- 
rounded by numerous, and, at other times, by 
smaller bodies of armed men in open Rebellion, 
and when no human being of any other descrip- 
tion was near ; yet, through Divine aid, and that 
alone, was I enabled to refuse to take up arnis or 
take their oaths, or join them, assigning as a rea- 
son that I could not fight nor swear _/br or against 
them. They threatened,— ^they pondered,— they 
debated, — marvelled, and ultimately liberated me, 
though they said I was in the power of many tliou- 
sands then assembled. 

" When travelhng alone, I have sometimes 
seen such people armed with pikes; we have 
looked seriously at each other, and passed without 
speaking." 

According to the testimony of a respectable in- 
habitant of Ross, Friends of this town were placed 
in a different situation from some others of their 
religious profession in other parts of the county of 
Wexford; in as much as the town was occupied 
hy a large military force, and not at any period in 
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the possession of the Insurgents, except partially 
and at intervals during the day of the memorable 
battle, -which continued with but little cessation 
for nearly the space of twelve hours. For a con- 
siderable part of this time, it was matter of awful 
uncertainty which party would ultimately prevail, 
iBut, at the very juncture when the town was 
mostly abandoned by the king's troops, who, from 
the violence and great length of the conflict, to- 
gether with the intense heat of the weather and 
other causes, had become so fatigued and ex- 
hausted, as generally to give it up, aind to retire to 
the bridge, in order to secure their retreat into 
Munster, the assailing multitude, composed of 
many thousands, were observed to betake them- 
selves to flight, without any apparent cause, either 
then or since discovered. On being assured of 
this remarkable circumstance, the king's troops' 
were prevailed upon to return; and they took 
possession of their former posts, under some degree 
of astonishment at finding themselves left undis- 
puted masters of the town. General ^Johnson, 
who commanded, is reported to have said, that the 
success of that day was to be referred to Provi- 
dence, a«rf was not the work of man, 
r 3 
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During this bloody conflict, in which it is stated 
from good authority that upwards of 2000 persons 
were killed, the town was set on fire in different 
quarters, and the flames spread with such uncon- 
trouled fury as to threaten a frightful devastation. 
Yet amidst so many imminent and combined 
dangers, Friends were generally preserved in a 
quiet and resigned state of dependence upon that 
Almighty Power which could alone afford protec- 
tion in such an awful crisis. Protection was, 
indeed, wonderfully experienced, as was foretold 
by several ministers of the Society, during their 
religious labours in the country, some years before 
this calamity took place. One Friend, in parti- 
cular, was heard to declare in Gospel authority, 
" that in a time of trial, which was approaching, , 
if Friends kept their places, many would be glad 
to take shelter under the skirts of their garments." 
This prediction was now literally fulfilled: for, 
many respectable neighbours, on the evening of 
the battle, apprehending themselves not so secure 
in their own houses, as in those of Friends, 
flocked, with their families, to the latter, thinking 
the Insurgents would probably return and make 
another attack on the town in the night. Some of 
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them, belonging to an armed association, and clad 
in a militaiy garb, readily acquiesced with the 
proprietors' remonstrances, and assumed a dress 
of more peaceable appearance. And there was 
reason to believe, that after experiencing such an 
unexpected deliverance, their minds were made 
sensible that the power or strength of man was at 
such a time of little avail, and that Providence 
alone was able to protect and to rescue from such 
imminent danger. 

Many facts might be stated to show the impres- 
sions which the people, or at least those who were 
iapprehensive for their personal safety, generally 
entertained, that the peaceable dress of the Society 
would afford protection in these perilous times: 
the following instance may be mentioned. 

In the house of a Friend near Enniscorthy, 
there lodged a Protestant Clergyman, a man of 
sober moral character, with his wife. When he 
saw the danger approaching, he requested that 
the clothes of a Friend might be given him, ex- 
pecting that in such a dress he might be preserved, 
or at least might be able to effect his escape, But 
it was remarked to him, that such a disguise could 
be of no advantage ; and he hid himself in the 
F 4 
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garden by the river side, where he was found and 



murdered. 



Battle of Antrim. 

The town of Antrim was the only considerable 
place in the North, during the year of the Rebel- 
lion, in which any members of the Society were 
placed in serious difficulties, immediately betw^een 
the contending parties. One family, however, 
consisting of a very young man, and his sisters, 
whose father was then engaged in a religious 
visit in America, was preserved in a remarkable 
manuer during the conflict which took place in 
this town. 

On the day of the Battle, when it was announced 
that the Rebels were approaching, few of the 
Regular Army being then in the place, expresses 
were sent off in different quarters for assistance. 
A regiment of Cavalry, arrived before the com- 
mencement of the engagement, but was not able 
to make any effectual stand against the force op- 
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posed to it. Orders were issued to the inhabitants 
to close their doors and windows, and to remain 
in their houses. About one o'clock in the day, 
the Rebels inarched into the town ; and their ap- 
pearance caused a general dismay, so that horror 
seemed to be pictured in every countenance. 

It was the design of this family to remain in 
their house, until they discovered that the action 
had commenced, and that the Insurgents' cannon 
was placed in the street directly opposite to their 
door. As the house seemed to be in imminent 
dangerj they thought of taking jefuge in the fields. 
This step would, however, have been attended 
with great personal risk, and was happily pre- 
vented ; for the yard was so full of Rebels that 
the family could not well pass by them ; and after 
making an effort to escape, the females returned 
into the house; but their brother was shut out 
amongst the crowd. And, notwithstanding they 
were in the heat of action at the time, they neither 
asked him to take up arms and join them, nor did 
they offer him the least degree of violence. He 
afterwards got into the stable, and endeavoured to 
secure himself by holding down the latch with hi^' 
hand, till one of his sisters ventured out, and 
r 5 
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brought him into the house ; to their great joy, as 
they never expected to see him again alive. 

Immediately after they had given up the inten- 
tion of going into the fields, and were entering the 
house, a wounded Rebel came in along with them, 
and stayed with them the remaining time of the 
engagement. Though they endeavoured to per- 
form the duties of humanity to a suffering fellow- 
creature, they felt their situation to be full of diffi- 
culty as well as of danger on his account, not 
knowing how soon his enemies might prevail, and 
find him under their protection. The Rebel, who 
was a respectable person, strove to encourage them 
by saying, they need not be at all alarmed, for that,, 
he was sure, as they were an inoffensive peoplej^, 
and did not meddle on either side, they would not 
meet with any injury. 

At this time the Rebels had gained possession 
of the town, having obliged the regiment of Ca-. 
valry to retreat, after a very deadly encounter, in 
which about one third of the regiment, in the 
short space of a few minutes, was either killed or 
severely wounded ; but it was not long before a. 
reinforcement of the Monaghan and Tipperary 
Militia entered the town; and, seeing the Rebels 
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beginning to yield, they acted with great cruelty, 
neither distinguishing friends nor enemies, but 
destroying every one who appeared in coloured 
clothes. In a very short time they dispersed the 
Insurgents, and retook the town. 

Numbers, who were not in any way concerned, 
lost their lives; for the soldiers showed pity to 
none : they fired into the houses of the inhabitants 
and killed many : those, who took refuge in the 
fields, suffered severely. 

When the firing had almost ceased, the family 
above noticed, concluded it would be much safer 
for the Rebel who had taken shelter with them to 
try to make his escape : for the probability was, 
that if he should be found in the house, at such a 
time, he would not only suffer himself, but be the 
occasion of the family suffering also. He made his 
escape accordingly, and was saved. 

Not many minutes after, a number of soldiers 
came to the door, knocked furiously at it, and 
demanded entrance immediately, insisting that the 
family sliould all come forward and shew them- 
selves, in order that it might be known whether 
there were any strangers in the house. The door 
was opened accordingly, and they were, imme- 
diately surrounded by a great number of soldiers. 
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Their appearance was very frightful : they were 
just come from the heat of the battle ; their faces, 
besmeared with gunpowder, and the expression of 
their countenances corresponding with the work 
of death in which their hands had just been en- 
gaged. One of them said he wanted to see if he 
appeared " Devil-enough-like :" he looked at his 
face in the glass, and observed—" he thought he 
did appear quite enough so." They inquired, if 
all the individua,ls of the family were present, and 
if any strangers were in the house. Some of them 
were going up stairs to search: but an officer, 
who lived near, told them, they should not make 
any search : " that the Quakers were people that 
would not tell a lie — that their words might be 
taken; — and, therefore, if any strangers were in the 
house, that they would not be denied." Indeed,' 
their manner was so kind and civil as to excite the 
astonishment of the family ; especially as many 
others had experienced very different treatment. 

They now brought into the house a poor 
wounded soldier, and gave him into the care of 
the family. Part of his bowels had forced their 
way out through a wound made by a musket ball. 
Every possible attention was paid to him, and he 
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was very thankful for it, but died the next morn- 
ing, after suffering great pain. 

The town presented an awful appearance after 
the battle : the bodies of men and horses were 
lying in the blood-stained streets ; and the people 
were to be seen here and there saluting their 
neighbours — like those who survived a pestilence 
or an earthquake — as if they were glad to see eacli 
other alive, after the recent calamity. 

The same night nearly a troop of soldiers came 
to the door to let the family know " they need 
not be at all alarmed; for that they should be 
protected — chat the' soldiers would be riding 
through the streets all night, and would take care 
they should not be molested." 

After this the inhabitants were kept in a state of 
constant alarm for niany days, not knowing when 
another attack might be made upon the town ; 
fresh orders were repeatedly given to close up their 
doors and windows, and to prepare for another 
engagement. In the mean while the army were 
racking many houses, and taking away the prp; 
perty . They carried off the shop-goods of a Friend 
living in a suspected quarter of the town, but did 
not hurt any of his family. The young man, who, 
with his sisters, was so critically circumstanced, 
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as is above related, interceded for his friend with 
the commanding ofi&cer ; but the latter would not 
prevent the soldiers from plundering, saying, " he 
is a Quaker, and will not fight; therefore the men 
must.be allowed to take his goods." 

A brother of the same Friend living in a part 
of the town, which was not considered so rebel- 
lious, received no harm, and suffered no loss of 
property. 

Owing to the bad character, which that part of 
the town, where the young man and his sisters 
lived, had obtained, orders were issued that it 
should be burned. Some of the houses had al- 
ready been destroyed on the morning of the battle ; 
but it was now a fearful thing to have the houses 
of a whole street condemned to pillage and the 
flames ; as many innocent persons would un- 
doubtedly suiFer, and numbers would be left with- 
out a place of shelter. For, in this calamitous 
period, the poor destitute wanderer, whether inno- 
cent or guilty, who was deprived of a home, either 
by accident or design, was always an object of 
suspicion, and, if not in niilitary attire, was liable 
to be shot. 

The commanding officer was riding up the 
street to give the orders; and one of the young 



Their house saved from hurtling. 135 

women of the family thought she would venture 
through th»' crowd and speak to him : some of the 
town's people had indeed kindly urged her to 
make the application. She walked up to him 
accordingly, and with great simplicity, asked him, 
" If their house was to be burned :" He replied, 
" I have received very bad treatment from the 
inhabitants of this quarter of the town; but you 
shall not be disturbed, I will make them rack the 
houses about your house and save your's." After 
this, without their knowledge, a yeoman was sent 
to stand at their door, while the destruction was 
going forward near them. 

Notwithstanding the officer's commands, the 
army seemed disposed, many times afterwards, to 
plunder their house; but the neighbours always 
interfered, saying, " they were inoffensive people,' 
not connected with any party, and that their father 
was in America." 

On one occasion the soldiers came for the ex- 
press purpose of racking the house, and had their 
weapons ready to break the windows. But the 
neighbours, some of whom were yeomen, stepped 
forward in their behalf, so that not even a shilling'* 
worth was taken from them, nor did any of the 
family receive the slightest pergonal injury. 
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The following remarkable circumstance deserves 
to be recorded in relation to this family. It is 
given upon unquestionable authority : — 

At the time their father, then in a weak state of 
health, was preparing to leave Ireland, for the 
purpose of paying a religious visit to America, a 
minister of the Society expressed himself in prayer, 
at a Quarterly Meeting, to this effect: he said, 
" he was led to appear in supplication on behalf 
of a dear brother who was going to a distant coun- 
try, he might say, as with his life in his hands ; 
that the Lord, he trusted, would be with him, and 
would lay out his work day after day; that he 
would be enabled to perform acceptably what was 
designed for him to do, and would return to his 
family and friends with the reward of peace in 
his own bosom; experiencing Him who was his 
morning light to be his evening song. But that 
in his absence the sword would be near his house, 
and the dead bodies would be lying in the streets ; 
and, at the tim«, neither hurt nor harm would befal 
his family : for the Lord wduld encamp about 
them, and preserve them, as in the hollow of his 
hand, from the rage and fury of the enemy." 
These things were liberally accomplished. 
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In connection with the battle of Antrim, it is 
peculiarly gratifying to be enabled to communicate 
a few particulars relating to what occurred at the 
Moravian settlement near it. Tlie incident proves 
that the same principles of conduct will lead to the 
same practical effects, whether maintained by one 
Society of Christians or by another; and the au- 
thor is indebted for it to an intelligent female, who 
resided for some time at Gracehill amongst the 
Moravians themselves. 

, " You request me to inform you of what I know 
respecting the Moravians and their great objeolion 
to War, or any party work<t*hatever. This I can 
clearly do from a long residence among them, dur- 
ing which time I never knew one of the members 
of their Society, summoned to Sessions or any 
other Court of Law; which, from, their being so 
numerous, is rather a wonderful thing in unfor- 
tunate Ireland. Their aim and wish is to live 
peaceably and industriously under the existing 
government, not meddling with politics, or affairs 
of state; they having a much higher object in 
view — the training of souls for the inheritance of 
glory. 

" You may remember an anecdote I used to 
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tell you of good old Mr. Fredlezius (the minister) 
during the Rebellion of 1798, and a few days 
before the battle of Antrim. When a party of 
ragged United Irishmen came to Gracehill and 
told him, that, unless the brethren joined them, they 
would burn the settlement and murder the whole 
community, and said, that in a few weeks all 
Ireland would be theirs, as the French had landed 
to restore them to their rights,, and that, unless 
they became of their party, and took up arms, 
they would not allow them an inch of ground in 
the island. But poor dear old Fredlezius, who 
had not time to half-dress himself, came out 
among them in his i'd night cap ; and, trusting 
that God would soon deliver them out of the 
hands of such a mob, coolly said, ' Well, well, 
my friends, be peaceable, and when you be- de cock 
we be de chickens : come into the Inn and refresh 
yourselves.' And, indeed, they did so, drinking 
all they could. They then went to the shop, 
carried off all the green stuff and ribbons they 
could get, and said they would come again soon 
for the final answer, as to what party they would 
join; and, if not theirs, they would reduce the 
place to ashes, and murder the whole set. They 
did assuredly come, not many days after^ they 
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arrived in multitudes, and drew up in front of the 
sisters' house, while the poor sisters had all as^ 
sembled in their prayer-hall to implore God to 
protect them; and, momentarily expecting those 
ruffians to break in on them, some dragoons gal- 
loped past with accounts to Ballymena, that the 
Rebels were beaten at Antrim, and would soon be 
annihilated. This so terrified the ragged rabble, 
that they took flight in all directions, leaving the 
good Moravians to bless and magnify that God, 
who had so providentially preserved them." 



I shall conclude this Chapter with an anecdote 
communicated to me by a valuable friend, who 
felt himself placed in a situation, which exposed 
him to a kind of trial, diiferent, in many respects, 
from what others had to experience, in support of 
the testimony against War. It not only shows 
the delicacy of those religious feelings which may 
arise in truly devoted minds, and the benefit of 
yielding them faithful obedience, but may afford a 
liseful lesson to others to attend to the pointings of 
duty in themselves, even when their nearest friends 
may not see things exactly in the same light. We 
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cannot doubt that this conscientious indiTidual 
was far from indulging a disposition to condemn 
any of his brethren who might not have taken a 
similar view of the case. Yet a little reflection, 
it is presumed, must point out to every one the 
reasonableness of his religious scruples on the sub- 
ject :— 

" At the time when we were under the power of 
the military, and the civil authorities suspended, 
the town of C was threatened, or in expecta- 
tion of being attacked. On walking out one day, 
I observed, posted up in various places, a printed 
order from the General, in the following terms : 
' In case of alarm in the night, the inhabitants are 
required to place lights in the middle stories of 
their houses. The most severe and instantaneous 
punishment will be indicted on such as neglect to 
comply with this orderJ' A cloud of distress 
came over my mind on reading this notice. I 
knew that the ' Light in the windows^ was, that 
the soldiers might discern the enemy, and be able 
to fight ; and ' the most severe and instantaneous 
punishment was a licence to the soldiers to put 
all instantly to death, where this order was not 
complied with. As I could not fight myself, I 
found I dare not hold a light for another to fight 
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for me. This would be taking a more active part 
in a contest than I was easy to do ; and how to 
act was a nice and difficult point. I informed 
Friends how I felt ; but I found they did not all 
see alike, and few thought themselves so restricted 
as I did. At length, after some days, I felt in- 
clined to go to the General myself: so, asking a 
frien^d to accompany me, I went to him. He re- 
ceived us in a civil manner, and patiently heard 
me, whilst I told him, that as I could not fight 
myself, I was not easy to hold a candle for another 
to do it for me. I believe he perceived the dis- 
tress of my mind, and the first thing he said, was, 
^ I think it is a pity you did not let me know your 
uneasiness sooner.' He asked me, if I came on 
behalf of the Society of Quakers in the town, or 
was it only the uneasiness of a few ? I told him I 
did not come on behalf of the body at large. He 
said that he had issued- the order as consistent with 
his diity as commanding officer, and having issued 
it, he could not well rescind it now; but said, if I 
would furnish him with the names of such Friends 
as were uneasy to comply with the order, and 
where they lived, he woCild endeavour to have 
them protected in case of alarm. I told him that 
perhaps there were some, who could not say, till 
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tlie time of trial came, how far they might be easy 
to comply or not, and then it- would be too late. 
Then, with much condescension and kindness, he 
desired me to furnish him with the names of all 
the members of the Society in the town ; he would 
endeavour that they should not suffer, for non-- 
compliance with his order. This I complied with j 
but the town not being attacked, the General's 
kind intentions were not called forth. It was, 
howeve'*, I thought, a memorable circumstance, 
that a General, in the midst of commotion, should 
so patiently listen to my reasons for not complying 
with his order, and promise as far as he could to 
protect us. As well as I can now remember, he 
went so far as to say, he did not think he should 
have issued the order just as he did, if he knew, 
it would have given Friends so much uneasiness." 



CHAP. VI. 



OF THE GENERAL PKESERVATION OF THE 
SOCIETY DURING THE REBELLION. 



-^»»- 



The Society of Friends is scattered over three 
Provinces in Ireland. In these, viz. Ulster, Lein- 
ster, and Munster, many of its members vvrere 
brought into immediate contact whh one or both 
of the hostile parties, in towns, villages, and retired 
country places. Some, it must also be acknow- 
ledged, were living with little more than an out- 
ward or formal profession of the principle against 
War, held as one of its Christian tenets by the 
Society : in fact, they submitted to the opinion of 
their Friends, and followed traditionally the 
maxims of their education, without feeling such 
strong conviction of the indispensible duty which 
this principle enjoined, as would have made them 
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memory of one, whose untimely death, following, 
as it did, his deviation from these principles, 
formed so notable an exception. 

This young man, apprehending that his life was 
in danger, and that he could find no protection 
but by outward means of defence, took up the 
resolution accordingly to put on a military uniform, 
and to associate with armed men. He told his 
connexions, that they would all be murdered, if 
they remained' in such a defenceless state in the 
country; and, taking with him some papers of 
consequence, he. fled to a neighbouring garrison- 
town. But it so happened that the very town* he 
chose as a place of refuge was attacked and taken 
by the Insurgents; and, from the most credible 
rnforination that can be collected, it appears that, 
when the contest was overj and he was wantonly 
tiring out of a window upon them, the door of the 
house was foi'ced open by the enraged enemy ; 
arid in terror of his life, he sought to conceal him- 
self in an upper chamber, where he was soon dis- 
covered," and put to death. It has been stated, I 
know hot, whether on sufficient authority, that he 
was marked, some time before, for his incon- 

• Situated in the County of Kildare. 
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sistency and party spirit, by those, whom, in con- 
sequence of his decided opposition, he had thus 
made his enemies; and, that he was formally 
threatened, if he persisted in such rash conduct, 
that he should lose his life. 

Pitiable young man ! — How little did he know 
what was for his real good ! He lefft his home 
and the wise instructions of his parents ; thinking 
they would afford nd protection in this time of 
peril. He calculated upon a shovt-sighted policy, 
as it proved ; though he followed the usual maxims 
of the world ;^ — and what was the result? — ^The 
means he took for his preservation proved his 
ruin. The dress and arms in which he was ac- 
couti'ed were his greatest enemies : they spoke the 
language of hostility and invited it. The power 
in which he trusted failed him as in a moment. — 
On the other hand,- the relations he abandoned 
were saved : their peaceful principles were to them 
as a tower and shield ; and their solitary home, 
though unfurnished with outward defences, proved 
in the end a place of safety. 

It scarcely perhaps deserves to be mentitjned, 
but the fact appears to have a remote affinity to 
the immediate subject, and may afford some in- 
struction, — that a member of the Society, who, 
g2 
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under the , jftflueivee of an improper curiosity, 
looked out of a window, during, orjust^fter, an 
ettgagementj was shot at and wounded in the ehest, 
but that he recovered. 

On the other hand, the preservation of sqme, 
who seemed to be in more immediate danger, was 
remarkable : Two Friends, who had been travel- 
ling, and were entering the town of Kilcullen, just 
as a battle was commencing-, stood, in the open 
street during the engagement; and, though they 
ran a risk of being shot by the sentinel, on entering 
the 'town, as well as by the contending .parties, in 
the heat of action, were happily preserved. 

At Baltiboys, in the county of Wicklow, an 
elderly person was killed, during the Rebellion, 
who had been a short time before disunited for in- 
consistency in his conduct, and had meddled, im- 
prudently in-poHtical matters. 



The following affecting narrative contains a few 
particulars relative to two brothers, named John 
and Samuel Jones, who were put to death by the 
Insurgents, on the day of the burning of Sculla- 
bogue-barn, in the lawn near it. 
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Although. the event it records, may not at first 
sight appear to have any proper connexion with 
the subject of this publication, and even, to some, 
to militate against the principles ; yet it is con- 
sidered that a closer view will point out the appli- 
cation : And, as truth is sacred and^ bught not to 
be disguised, the insertion of the fact may serve at 
least to take away presumption from those,- who 
might be induced to look for preservation, as the 
wece5*ary effect of peaceable, conduct. No such 
imprd^sion as the last, is meant to be conveyed. 

Samuel Jones, the younger of the two, had at- 
tended the meetings of Friends, and was considered 
to make no, other profession of religion. Their 
father, having married out of the Society, lost his 
membership in consequence ; and Samuel, though 
feeling an attachment to it, had never applied for 
admission. But if unconquerable faith and forti- 
tude in the hour of extremity, could entitle any 
one to the name of martyr, his name and the cir- 
cumstances of his death deserve to be recorded} as 
affording an instructive example of Christian 
heroism; and he might have been justly regarded 
as a worthy associate of any Christian community. 
They lived at Kilbraney, near Old Ross, in the 
county of Wexford. 

o3 
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Samuel was of a meek and tender spiritj and 
remarked for the benevolence of his disposition. 
At one period he had applied himself closely to 
the perusal of Fox's Martyrology, and other reli- 
gious books ; thus fortifying his mind, as it were, 
against the day of trial. As the preparations for 
the impending conflict were going forward, he be- 
came very thoughtful, apprehending that some 
serious calamity would befal him from the Insur- 
gents. About a month before the lamentable 
event took place, he told his wife that he did not 
expect to die upon his bed : ar\d on one occasion, 
having, with her, accompanied some young women 
to their place of abode, who were gay and lively, 
he remarked, with much seriousness, " How little 
do these .poor creatures know what is, before 
them 1" The last time he attended the Meeting 
at Forrest, it appeared as if he considered it to be 
a final parting with his friends. 

Shortly after this, as the troubles increased, and 
danger became more imminent, he was urged by 
his Protestant neighbours to fly for refuge to the 
adjacent garrison-town of New Ross : but he and 
his wife thought it right to remain at their ovtf) 
residence. 
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He was taken prisoner, soon after, with his 
elder brother John, and conveyed to the mansion 
of F. King, of Scullabogue, his wife accompanying 
them. John lamented his situation and former 
manner of life, signifying that he was ill prepaied 
to die ; but Samuel encouraged him by repeating 
the declaration of our Saviour, " He that findeth 
his life shall lose it, and he that loseth his life for 
my sake shall find it." : 

The house where they were imprisbned was close 
to the noted barn, in which, within a few days 
after they were taken, a number of their fellowr- 
creatures were horribly burnt to death.* Likp 

* The following fact is supposed to indicate that the massaci'6 
of the Protestants at Scullabogue, to the number of two hundred 
and upwards, by burning some in the barn^ and shooting others 
in the lawn, was not the effect of a sudden iovpulse, but of a pre- 
concerted plan, to which even some of the Protestant Generals of 
the Rebels were not privy: two days before the massacre, a mem- 
ber of the Society, of Scar, whose son was either taken, or went 
with the United Irishmen, to their camp, apprehending that he 
had influence with one of their Generals, B. B. Harvey (himself a 
Protestant) to get off his son, repaired to Scullabogue and spoke 
to the General. But the power of the latter being in some things 
merely nominal, he diiected him to, go to the Priest, whose name 
was Roche, saying " He could do nothing for him." Not being 
satisfied to do so, the Friend returned home. But whilst he was 
waiting for the General, he saw the two brothers Jones in the 
house; and as he was attempting to go into the room whpre they 
were confined, he was pulled suddenly back by a. man named 
Fitzhenry, who told him, that " if he v>ent into that room, he would 
never come out alive." 

g4 
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many others confined there, they had little to eat ; 
and his wife, having -prociir^d a loaf of bread, 
brought it to him : but being more inclined to 
sleep than to eat, he placed it under his .head, 
intending to reserve it till he awoke .; and whilst 
he slept, it was conveyed away. When he awoke 
and his. wife was lamenting the loss of it at such a 
time of need, he patiently answered her, ".God 
who has permitted the food to be taken away, can 
likewise take away hunger." But afterwards, as 
he was walking about the room, his foot struck 
against a plate of potatoes, which lay concealed 
under some clothes, . and, though cold, to them 
they were delicious. A New Testament, which 
they had with them, afforded them much comfort. 
On the morning of the day when the barn was set 
on fire — which was also the day of the battle of 
Ross,-^as they were reading in the New Testa- 
ment, Samuel's wife inquired of one of their 
guards the cause of the peculiar smell, like burn- 
ing animal matter, which she perceived. He told 
her it proceeded from some beef steaks they were 
preparing for breakfast ! To a further inquiry 
she made, " what was meant by the firing of 
guns ?" he replied, " 'Tis some criminals we aj-e 
shooting." "And will they shoot us.'" said the 
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poor woman. " Oh ! may-be, they will spare ybu 
till the last,'' was his answer. 

In about five minutes after this, the thi'ee were 
taken Out. 

The Rebel officer, who commanded there, had 
been reminded by Samuel of their having been 
school-fellows ; and the latter had given his watch 
and money to keep for him : it is even stated that 
the officer slept in the same bed with him part of 
the previous night. Having proposed to Samuel 
that he should conform and turn to the Roman 
Catholic profession, he replied, " Where sh^ll I 
turn, but where my God is ?" And, when he Was 
lirged to have his children spriiikled, he said, 
'* My children are innocent, and I will leave them 
so." 

When the two brothers^ with Samuel's wife, 
were brought out into the lawn in front of the 
dwelling-house where they were itnprisonedj to be 
put to death, some person said, " They wer^ 
Quaikers." It was replied, that " if they could 
make it appear they were Quakers, they should 
not be killed." As they were not in reality ^lem- 
bers of the Society, this was not attempted" to be 
done. Those, who had them in custodyj then 
g5 
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took Samuel aside, and on certain conditions 
offered him his life ; but, whatever was the nature 
of these conditions, he firmly rejected them ; and 
when the holt/ water, as they termed it, was 
brought to them, he turned his back upon it. 

The Insurgents then shot his elder brother, 
whom he very much encouraged, fearing his stead- 
fastness might give way — for John had shown a 
disposition to turn Roman Catholic if it might he 
the means of saving Samuel's life ; but the latter 
encouraged his brother to faithfulness, expressing 
the words of our blessed Saviour, " they that deny 
me before men, them will I also deny before my 
Father who is in heaven," and he again revived 
the 39th verse of the same chapter in his remem- 
brance. See Matthew, Chap. x. 

Samiiel then desired his love to be given to 
different Friends, whom he named, — some of the 
Rebels, at the same time, with a view to depress 
his spirits,' telling him, that these Friends had 
been made prisoners before he was, and shot at the 
camp at the Three Rocks. This communication 
had partially the effect they intended; he meekly 
replied, " They died innocent." He then took 
an affectionate farewell of his wife, who, with ad- 
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mirable fortitude, stood between the two brothefs, 
holding a hand of each, when they were shot ; 
and his last words were reported to be those ex- 
pressions of. our Lord and Saviour, which he 
repeated for the third time in the hearing of his 
murderers, " He that findeth his life shall lose it, 
and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find 
it." It was cause of mournful reflection to his 
friends that he was fired at three times before his 
death took place. He was an innocent young man, 
much beloved by his neighbours. 

It seemed as if his wife would have shared the 
same fate, had not the officer who commanded 
interposed in her favour. She was permitted to 
convey their bodies to their former dwelling on a 
car ; but not being able at that time, to procure 
coffins for them, she buried them in the garden. 
On the death of their aged father, which took 
place in the following month, and was probably 
hastened by the untimely end of his two only sons, 
the bodies of the three were taken to the burying- 
ground of Friends at Forrest, and there interred, 
about seven weeks after. 
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When sinjilar eveats occur under nearly similar 
circumstances, in different ages and in different 
countries, we are in the habit of referring them, 
and mostly with good reason, to the influence and 
operation of some common principles. We judge 
that, whatever difference may exist between the 
customs and prejudices of one age and country 
and those of another, these customs and prejudices 
have not. the power to counterbalance the practical 
weight and authority of the principles in question. 
But if we find that these principles influence the 
conduct of our fellow-creatures, even when they are 
living in a state pf uncultivated nattire, we must be 
persuaded, that whatever motives operate so powerr 
fully, in rude and civilized society, must be built 
upon some enduring foundation, which times and 
seasons cannot alter. If, besides this, we discover 
that, in their direct effect, these principles lead to 
the welfare and happiness of man, the conclusion 
is irresistible, that they are not of mere temporary 
use, but of. Universal obligation, and that it is the 
duty of every individual, as well as of political 
bodies, to conform to them, and thas' to make 
them the rule of public and private conduct. 
Now such, it may be safely alleged, are the 
blessed eflfects of the Principles of Peace, when, in 
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a right spirit, they are acted upon and obeyed, — 
and such their influence iipon mankind, without 
restriction to Heathens or Christians, to individuals 
or nations. For, whatever individual manifestly 
declares and proves himself a lover and maker of 
Peace, is enabled to live cornparatively at peace 
and is respected : and whatever nation holds up 
the same standard, and conforms to the same rule, 
taking no undue advantage, but acting in good 
faith towards others, will never fail to impress 
the world with esteem and adnairation, and to 
hold mankind in awe by its very virtues. This is 
neither a new nor hypothetical ground of reason- 
ing ; it is confirmed by, what is called profane, as 
well as by sacred history. 

The preceding reflections have arisen upon 
comparing the state of the Society of Friends, 
both at the time of the first settlement in Penn- 
sylvania and afterwards, and the exceptions that 
occulred in the latter case, with the circumstances 
and the exception which are stated above to have 
taken place in Ireland. 

It is well known that the peaceful founder of 
Pennsylvania established hiiliself securely in that 
country^ at a time when the name of a European 
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was almost hateful to the Aborigines, on account 
of the perfidy and cruelty which the former had 
manifested. No other reason for the opposite 
treatment he received, could be assigned but this, 
that he adopted . a different line of policy. By 
his peaceable attitude he disarmed their violence ; 
and by his sincerity he gained their esteem. His 
towns, without either garrison or fortress, were 
protected ; at least, were free from assault. And 
Peace was maintained, not only with the Indian 
neighbours, but with the more dangerous Euro- 
peans, as long as the councils of Pennsylvania 
were directed by peaceable men. When at last 
this State assumed a warlike character, it was as- 
sailed like the rest, and experienced the calamities 
of War. 

It appears also, that, during the conflict between 
the Anglo-Americans and the Indian natives, so 
long as the members of the Society remained un- 
armed, they escaped without injury; but when 
they took up arms, or fled to garrison-towns for 
protection, and happened to fall in the way of the 
Indians, they lost their lives. 

When arms were seen in the hands of those, 
who were looked upon as men of Peace, they 
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excited the distrust of the warlike Indian. The 
weapon of Defence (it might only be named) to 
him who bore it, was an object of Offence to him 
who saw it; because it conveyed the notion of 
hostility, and carried the idea of a spirit capable 
of revenge. When this appeared, the character of 
the peaceful Christian was lost, and with it one of 
the best defences with which a human being could 
be guarded. 

A Friend named Thomas Chalkley, who was 
travelling in New England in the year 1704, in- 
forms us, that " About this time the Indians were 
very barbarous in the destruction of the English 
inhabitants, scalping some and knocking out the 
brains of others, men, women, and children, by 
which the country was greatly alarmed both by 
night and day ; but the great Lord of all was 
pleased wonderfully to preserve our Friends, es- 
pecially those who kept faithful to their peaceable 
principle, according to the doctrine of Christ in 
the Holy Scriptures, as recorded in his excellent 
sermon, which he preached on the mount." 

Among the many hundreds that were slain, he 
heard but of three Friends being killed : and, ac- 
cording to the information he received, their de- 
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Struction was very remarkable: the one was a 
woman, the other two were men. 

" The men," he informs us, " used to go to 
labour without any weapons, and trusted to the 
Almighty, and depended oh his providence to 
protect them, (it being their principle not to use 
weapons of war to offend others, or defend them- 
selves) but a Spirit of distrust- taking place in tlieir 
minds, they took weapons of war to defend them- 
selves ; and the Indians, who had seen them seve- 
ral times without them, and let them alone, say. 
ing, — ' They were peaceable men, and hurt nobody, 
therefore they would not hurt them,' — now seeing 
them have guns, and supposing they designed to 
kill the Indians, they therefore shot the men 
dead." 

" The woman had remained in her habitation, 
and could not be free to go to a fortified place for 
preservation — ^neither she, her son, nor daughter — 
nor to take thither the little ones ; but the poor 
woman after some time began to let in a slavish 
fear, and did advise her children to go with her 
to a Fort not far froin their dwelling. Her 
daughter being one that trusted in the name of 
the Lord, the mighty tower to which the righteous 



Affecting anecdote of a female. 161 

flee and find safety, could not consent to go with 
her." 

The daughter testifies concerning her mother, 
that the latter did not feel herself easy at the gar- 
rison ; but " often said to many, that she felt her- 
self in a beclouded condition, and more shut from 
counsel than ever she had been since she knew the 
truth ;" — " and being uneasy she went to move to 
a friend's house that lived in the neighbourhood ; 
and as she was moving, the bloody cruel Indians 
lay by the way, and killed her !" 

As to the young woman herself, her husband at 
first treated her impression, that it was right to 
remain quietly in their' habitation, as a mere "con- 
ceit, the offspring of delusion, and he urged her 
strongly to go to the garrison, but she- told him 
" he must never ask^her to move again, for she 
durst not do it." It seems that she had already 
been prevailed upqn to move to another house a 
little nearer the garrison ; but had felt condem- 
nation in her mind for that sjiep. Her husband 
still urged, that it was a notion, (meaning a delu- 
sive impression) till a Friend came, "who satisfied 
him so well, that he never asked her more to go, 
but was very well contented to stay all the wars ; 
and then," she adds, " things were made more 
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easy, and we saw abundance of the wondeFful 
works, and of the mighty power of the Lord, in 
keeping and preserving us, when the Indians were 
at our doors and windows, and at other times." 

The Indians said, " They had no quarrel with 
the Quakers, for they were a quiet, peaceable peo- 
ple, and hurt nobody, and that therefore none 
should hurt them." 

And although about this time, the Indians shot 
many people as they rode along the high-way, and 
murdered many in their beds, Friends travelled 
the country without injury. " The people gene- 
rally rode and went to their worship armed, but 
Friends went to their meetings without either sword 
or gun, having their trust and confidence in God." 
See Journal of Thos. Chalkley, Chap. 2. 

This is the testimony of ah individual worthy of 
the fullest credit, as to matters of fact, which oc- 
curred more than a century ago. 

Thomas Story informs us, that " a young man, 
a Friend, and a tanner by trade, going from the 
town to his work, with a gun in his hand, and 
another with him, without any, the Indians 5^0^ 
him who had the gun, but hurt not the other : 
and when they knew, the young man they had 
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killed was a Friend, they seemed to be sorry for 
it; but blamed him for carrying a gun ; for the^ 
knew the Quakers would not fight, nor do them 
any harm ,• and therefore, by carrying a gun, 
they took him for an enemy,"* 

If we go back to the early history of the Society, 
of Friends in Ireland, we shall find that they were 
spread over the country in considerable numbers 
at the time of the Revolution in 1688. The diffi- 
culties and distresses, in which Friends were in- 
volved at that period,^ were much greater, and 
more extensive, than in the last Rebellion. We 
possess, indeed, fev/ documents from which we can 
draw a fair comparison. But, so far as authentic 
information reaches, it appears, that, by keeping 
true to their peaceable principles, the members of 
the Society, who lived in districts, a prey to vio- 
lence and depredation, were often made instru- 
mental in saving the lives of their neighbours, 
having generally found favour with the Govern- 
ment, and conducting themselves without offence 
to the people. 

Considering also their numbers, and the manner 
in which they were exposed, by attending duly 

» Clarkaon's Lift; of Petiii, vol. 3. 
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fheir religious meetings, their lives were signally 
fteserved. 

William Edmunstone, a valuable Friend, re- 
siding in the Queen's County, who had been a 
soldier himself, and kept a Journal of some of the 
transactions of that period, has left the following 
important testimony : — 

" The Earl of Tyrconnel, then Lord Deputy of 
Ireland, armed the Irish, and disarmed most of 
the English, so that great fear came upon the Pro- 
testants : most of the great leading men, and many 
othersj left their places and substance, and went 
for England, others of them got into garrisons, 
and those that staid in their dwellings lay open to 
spoil. An open war soon broke out, and abund* 
ance of the Irish (who went in bands, but were 
not of the army) called Rapparees (or Tories) 
plundered and spoiled many of the English Pro- 
testants ; also many of the army, that were xinder 
command in troops and companies, were very 
abusive, being countenanced by their officers." — 

W. E. concluded that these abuses were 

" a contrivance to alarm and affright all the Ens- 
lish, to make them run for England." 

On several occasions be exerted himself with 
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good effect by applying personally to the Govern- 
ment for the relief of his friends and neighbours. 
"I was often," he says, "at Dublin, and used what 
interest I had gotten with the Government for the 
publiq good. And as the Irish army were march- 
ing to the North against the Protestants there in 
arms, I was much concerned with some Friends 
in Dublin, to use all our interest with the chief 
officers, to spare and be kind to our Friends in the 
North, for they were not in arms ; and many of 
them promised they would, and performed their 
promises." 

" Now calamity increased, the Rapparees, on 
one hand, plundered and spoiled many of the 
English, and on the other hand, the army marchr 
ing and quartering, took what they pleased from 
us; and our .families were their, servants, to make 
what we had ready for them : and it looked like a 
sudden famine, there was such great destruction. 

" In those times I was much in Dublin,, apply- 
ing to the Government in behalf of the country, 
for the Lord had given Friends favour with the 
Government, and they would hear my complaint, 
and gave forth several orders to magistrates and 
officers of the army, to suppress Rapparees,^ and 
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restrain their abuses; and they stood a little in 
awe of me, for they knew I had an interest with 
the Government." 

" Now was wickedness let loose and got an 
head, so that by violence and cruelty most of our 
Protestant neighbours were forced from their 
dwellings, and several families came to my house, 
until every room was full; also most of their 
tattle, that were left, they brought to rtiy land, 
thinking themselves and goods safer there than 
elsewhere. Now were we under great, exercise 
and danger, not only of losing our goodsj but oiir 
lives. 

" At the Boyne fight, the Irish army being 
beaten, many of them fled our road, and plundered 
many in our parts; they plundered my house 

several times over The English army did 

not come near us for some time, and, to look out- 
wardly, we were exposed to the wills of cruel 
blood-thirsty men. 

" When the English and Scotch came into 
those parts, they plundered the Irish Fre- 
quently, when the English soldiers took away the 
Irish people's cattle, I persuaded them to give 
some of them again, or bought them for a small 
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matter with my own money, and gave them to the 
owners ; also let their horses graze on ray land, to 
save them from the plunderers. 

When the English army went into winter quar- 
ters, the Rapparees increased in number and vio- 
lence ; and notwithstanding the services W. E. 
had often rendered them, one night they set fire to 
his house, and took him and his two sons to mur- 
der them. But they were providentially preserved, 
though W. E. had to endure severe hardship and 
imprisonment afterwards, which nearly cost him 
his life.* 

Many other Friends suffered the loss of their 
property, and their lives were also endangered : 
of whom further particulars may be seen in Rutty's 
History of the Society in Ireland. The following 
cases may be interesting to the reader. 

^' At the town of Cavan (a place ihat lay open 
to boxh the armies, and to the cruelty of the 
raJbble) several Friends kept their places and 
dwellings, and held their usual meetings ; and 
though sometimes, in skirmishes between the two 
armies, many were slain, yet Friends' lives were 
wonderfully preserved, though in their outward 

* See Wm. Edmunstone's Journal, Sections xi and xii. 
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substances they were spoiled and stripped, and at 
last commanded by the chief officer of the Irish 
Army to depart, and their houses were burnt." 

" Near Edenderry (an open place much ex- 
posed to the Rapparees) Friends were greatly 
spojled in ,their flocks and outward substance, 
but their lives were wonderfully preserved, thougji 
the bloody Rapparees broke in upon the town one 
niglit, and burnt part of it, and killed some of the 
inhabitants." 

At Moate Granoge, six miles from Athlone, the 
latter of which was then a chief Irish garrison, 
and. a noted place of refuge, to which the Rap- 
parees, after scouring the country, carried their 
spoils, " John Clibborn kept his place long in 
much danger, as did most Friends of that Meeting, 
which ihey still kept up with great difficulty. 
While J. C. could possibly keep his hous^, jit was 
open to all, and a succour to many, both friends 
and others, and in times of great skirmishes and 
slaughter, he did not floe till at length most hardly 
used, plundered, and quite spoiled in his outward 
substance." He was threatened with death, and 
his house was. burnt. 

" Mountmellick and Montrath, two country 
unwalled towns, by reason of their bordering 
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upon the bogs and mountains, often had great 
store of the ravenous Rapparees haunting them ; 
and being places of little or no defence, Friends 
that dwelt in them sustained a large share of the 
many hardships of the calamitous times, and were 
greatly exercised under a concern both for their 
families and neighbours, still keeping up their 
meetings with an eye to the Lord, who did not 
leave nor forsake his people in their many trials, 
but wonderfully provided for them ; so that it is 
to h"- admired how their little stock for their 
families held out, considering how their houses 
Avere filled with people, and many alarms came 
from the Trish, threatening to destroy those places, 
■and kill all the English." 

" Gershon Boat, dwelling at Borrisaleagh, 
remote from Friends, and ten miles from any 
meeting, in a place of some strength, suffered- many 
hardships, and escaped many dangers, both at 
home and on the road goinguto riieetings : his 
house being often set upon by the Irish, both of 
the army and Tories, but he was wonderfully de- 
livered out of their hands ; and many English 
families, both priests and others, were succoured 
there, and helped on their way, who had been 
u 
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march in the very face of death ; their first move- 
ment is a never-failing shot, and certainly would 
be a subject of dread to most travellers ; for vvhere 
are they to be dreaded more than in deserts, where 
crime has nothing to witness it, and the feeble no 
assistance? -As for myself, alone and unarmed^ 
I have met them without anxiety, and have accom- 
panied them without fear. We have little to ap- 
prehend from men whom we inspire with no dis- 
trust nor envy, and every- thing to expect in those 
from whom we claim only what is due from man 
to man. The laws of nature still exist for those 
who have long shaken off the laws of civil govern- 
ment. At war with society, they are sometimes at 
peace with their fellows. The assassin has been 
my guide in the defiles of the boundaries of Italy ; 
the smuggler of the Pyrenees has received me with 
a welcome in his secret paths. 

^' Armedf I should have been the enetni/ofboth; 
unarmed they have alike respected me. In such 
expectation, I have long since laid aside, all me- 
nacing apparatus zehatever. Arms may, indeed, 
be employed against the wild beast, hut no one 
should forget that they are no defence against the 
traitor ; that they irritate the wicked, and intimi- 
date the simple: lastly, that the man of peace, 
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among mankind, has a much more sacred defence 
— his character." 

When such feelings as these arise in the breast 
of a man, who, simply from outward observation, 
is led to view hurnan nature as a compound of 
good and evil, that may be conciliated by kindness, 
and aggrieved by the contrary : how strong, in the 
eyes of the Christian, must be the sanction of prin- 
ciples, derived from the spirit of his holy religion, 
whose direct object it is to cherish such benevolent 
dispositions, as would lead to universal peace and 
harm.ony in the world, if men would suffer them- 
selves to be iii3aeiice:l by them in tlioir coii.l-.-.ct 
towards each other? 



CHAP. VII. 

OF THE BROTHERLY CARE OF THE SOCIETY 
TOWARDS ITS SUFFERING MEMBERS. 



-*^-«- 



It has already been stated that, on the first ap- 
pearance of the civil feuds, which ushered in the 
Rebellion of 1798, even so early as the year 1795, 
the Society of Friends exercised a consistent care 
in advising its members to destroy their arms, 
that they might on all hands keep themselves free 
from the stain of blood. We have now to record 
the fact of their brotherly sympathy being ex- 
tended in deeds of active benevolence, towards 
those families and individuals, who, by reason of 
their severe losses, were so reduced as to stand in 
need of their Friends' assistance. The proofs of a 
wise Christian economy are no less manifest in the 
latter case than in the former. 
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A Committee of the Yearly Meeting held in 
Dublin, was very early appointed to take the cir,- 
cumstances of their suffering brethren into con- 
sideration ; for many, who had been blessed with 
comfortable homes and means of supporting their 
families, were left almost destitute ; and this Comr 
mittee recommended a voluntary subscription to 
be raised by the different Monthly Meetings for 
their relief. 

The following is an extract from the report of 
this Committee presented to the Yearly Meeting 
in 1799. It will be seen that they scrupled con- 
scientiously to seek redress for their losses by the 
usual legal means : 

" We apprehend it proper' to inform the Yearly 
Meeting that shortly after our appointment, divers 
members of our Religious Society having suffered 
loss and damage in their substance, in various 
ways, by the commotions which were in this na- 
tion, we came to the judgment, that it would be 
inconsistent for any of our members, in most, if 
not in all, cases, to seek for, or to receive compenr 
sation from government, or other legal redress by 
presentment : And we, having received account, 
that, in different parts, divers friends had suffered 
so matesrially as to stand in need of assistance, 
H 4 
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recommended to the different Monthly Meetings 
to set forward a liberal subscription to afford some 
relief to those friends. In consequence whereof 
the sum of £3847 : 11 : Of has been subscribed 
and received ; and a number of suffering cases 
having been laid before us, we have adjudged the 
sum of £2217: 7: 2| for their relief ; their losses 
appearing to amount to upwards of £7500, ex- 
clusive of many cases not yet disposed, of, or re- 
turned ; and there remains a fund of £1630 : 4:7 
still to be applied for this purpose. We have 
also -received account of the losses. of. sundry 
Friends, to a considerable amount, whose circum- 
stances did not make it necessary for them to n^ed 
any relief at present." 

The. Memorial issued by the Yearly Meeting in 
1810 relative to this event, proceeds to state — . 

" The said Committee further reported to the 
Yearly Meeting in 1800, viz. ' We have attended 
to the cases of those Friends who have suffered in 
the late commotions, and believe suitable assist- 
ance has been afforded to such ; and that there are 
not now likely to be any further cases transmitted 
to the Committee. The amount distributed to 
those who appeared to stand in need thereof, is 
£2852 : 15 : 10|, and the balance remaining in 
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the Treasurer's: hands, being £994: 15: 11, we 
have come to the judgment that it be returned to' 
the diiFerent monthly. meetings, in proportion to 
the, sums sent up by them ; and that it ought to 
be returned in like proportion to the Friends sub- 
scribing the same." 

The document of 1810 further states, that " The 
Yearly Meeting in London in 1799, being dipped 
into sympathy with Friends in Ireland, cordiaJly 
offered their assistance, if further exigencies should 
require. 

." Neither did distance of place prevent our 
brethren in a distant land from desiring to con- 
tribute to the necessities of their Friends in dis- 
tress : for, by ihe following extract from the 
Epistle from the Yearly Meeting held in Phila- 
delphia in .4th month, 1799, it appears that the 
same spirit of brotherly affection and sympathy 
prevailed in the hearts of Friends there." 

' We retain in affectionate remembrance the 
' syjnnpathy of Friends in your nation, and the 
' generous relief you afforded to our brethren who 
' were much stripped of their property by the War 
' in. this cojintry some years since: and, we are 
' thankful in feeling.a degree of the same brotherly 
'. love,, by which we are made one in the LQRD, 
H 5 
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' wherever dispersed, or situated; desiring ifj at 
* this time, or in consequence of future trials, 
' brethren among you should be reduced to simi- 
' lar circumstances, we may receive information 
' and be permitted to follow your benevolent 
' example.' 

This^aflfectionate proposal was gratefully acknow- 
ledged by the Yearly Meeting in Dublin in 1801, 
in its Epistle to the Yearly Meeting in Pbiladel* 
phia, in these terms, " Your Epistle given forth 
in 1799, addressed to Friends in Ireland we re- 
ceived ; which feelingly carried with it genuine 
marks of strong affection, and near sympathy with 
us, under the trials, which Friends in this land, 
previous thereto, and about that time, laboured 
under. 

" It is cause of humble thankfulness that the 
Dispensation was not of a very long continuance, 
though many Friends suffered deeply in their pro- 
perty while the conflict continued : and it was 
much more severe in some parts of the nation than 
others. 

" A considerable sum was raised, which, under 
the direction and management of a National Com- 
mittee, was administered to the relief of the suf- 
ferers in such proportion, as, from the accounts 
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transmitted of their loss and circumstances, they 
appeared to require. When these wants were sup^ 
plied, there was a redundancy, which was directed 
to be returned to the subscribers ; so that we do 
not at present stand in need of making any further 
use of your brotherly intimation of affording assist- 
ance, than that of expressing a grateful sense 
thereof." 

Without question, it must afford a pleasing re- 
flection to every humane mind, that a Religious 
Society, conformably to the analogy of the out- 
ward body, should, in this way, suffer and sym- 
pathize in the sufferings of all its members ; and, 
though dispersed over a nation, should constitute, 
as it were, but a single family, bound together by 
common interests. 

Viewed abstractedly as the effect of a benevolent 
Christian economy, practiced in a particular So- 
ciety, the fact must also be a source of gratifica- 
tion, that strangers, even in distant countries, 
should offer their kind assistance to those in need. 
For, we are told that the Friends in England, and 
even in America, requested permission to send their 
contributions,. should they be required. 

But, contemplating the fact, as if the same prin- 
ciples of conduct might be made applicable to the 
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whole Christian community^ how consoling and 
animating would be the prospect of all the mem- 
bers of the Christian Church, however scattered, 
and however divided, by minute shades of opinion, 
being brought to unite in the bond of Peace, in 
a common desire. to do each other good, to obey 
the same rule, and to adopt in their practice thp 
same principles ! 

It would require no great stretch of faith to be- 
lieve, that conduct, like this, would lead them to 
a union which no earthly power could shake, and 
that Jews, Mahometans, and Pagans, would bow 
down with reverence to the spirit of Christianity, 
and surrender their might before the excellency of 
such a peaceful dominion. Because, ihese, con- 
stituting part of the human family, and therefore 
objects of this Catholic benevolence, would re- 
ceive from their Christian neighbours such lessons 
of Peace and Goodwill, as would imbue, them 
with kind dispositions, and take away all evil in- 
tentions from their minds. 

It could not injure any, whatever might be their 
opinions with regard to the necessity of War, to, 
study with deep attention the moral effect, of this 
Christian spirit of universal charity; which has 
thus a tendency to unite together nations, kindreds, 
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and people, as children of one parent, ana servants 
of one Lord,-^ — " thinking no evilj" " forb'earing 
one another," " loving one another," "preferring 
one another," " seeking the good of all;" — and 
to compare it with the opposite spirit, which is 
ever busy-in discovering faults, in awakening evil 
surmisings, in sowing the seeds of contention and 
setting man at variance with man. in kindling the 
flame of War and promoting the misery, demorali- 
zation, and destruction of the human race. How 
can we conceive it possible that these opposite dis- 
positions should ever be brought to coincide in 
the perfect character, — the true disciple of Jesus 
Christ! 

Is it possible that the same individual can be" 
actuated at the same time by the maxims and prin- 
ciples of Peace, and the maxims and principles of 
War? But if these are incompatible, and War 
could be tolerated under the Christian code ; then 
the maxims and principles of Peace -might be dis- 
pensed with under the same code. Where shall 
we find the authority for thus stripping off the dis- 
tinguishing badge of the Christian, that he may be 
fitted for the field of battle ? There is no such 
authority : It is opposed by every rule and maxim ; 
by every law and principle, in the New Testament. 
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Consequently, the maxims and principles of Peace 
cannot, under any circumstances, be dispensed 
with ; and warlike habits and dispositions are en- 
tirely incompatible with the meek and forgiving 
spirit of Christianity. The rule of expediency, as 
it is called, may promise much ; and men may em- 
ploy their sophistry in attempting to reconcile the 
two characters. But calculations of present ad- 
vantage, can never be admitted to form a part of 
the motives by which a Christian should be go- 
verned ; nor will he, who, in simplicity of heart, 
wishes to follow the example of a meek and for- 
giving Saviour, with faithful obedience to his laws, 
and humble confidence in his divine protection, 
ever be justified in forsaking the direct and straight- 
forward course of integrity, though life and pro- 
perty may seem to be at stake, for the serpentine 
mazes of a wily policy, by which he might bring 
himself to think that he coald secure these transi- 
tory blessings. 



CHAP. VIII. 



CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS. 



■■^ ■» » 



Some observations naturally present themselves 
to the mind on reading the foregoing narrative. 
'• We have seen that in a time of civil commotion, 
in which it would be difficult to conceive a state 
of things attended in some places with more ag- 
gravated circumstances, a number of individuals, 
following the benevolent precepts of the Gospel, 
were enabled to keep themselves free from party- 
feelings, to open their houses, and to lend their 
assistance, to the distressed of whatever denomi- 
nation ; and, finally, were permitted to experience 
preservation in the midst of a most barbarous and 
destructive warfare. 

We have seen that this exemplary humanity 
and this remarkable preservation, were not con- 
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fined to one or a few individuals in a particular 
spot ; but were common to a considerable num- 
ber of persons, in different parts of an extensive 
country, professing and following the same prin- 
ciples. 

We have seen that when they were threatened 
with the burning of their habitations, the destruc- 
tion of their families, and the loss of their own 
lives, if they persisted in acts denounced by their 
enemies ; they were favoured with fortitude, not- 
withstanding, to pursue that line of conduct, which 
they believed to be consistent with their duty, 
fearlessly and faithfully, in the presence of armed 
multitudes, who seemed even to be kept in awe by 
their Christian magnanimity. 

We have seen that the signal preservation which 
the members of the Society were favoured to 
experience, was marked by one exception, in the 
case of a young man, who fell a victim to his own 
temerity ; and that the peculiar circumstances, 
under which this apparent exception took place, 
serve rather to illustrate and establish, than to 
invalidate the principles, by which the Society 
was governed. 

In addition to these things, we have to notice, 
in the' economy of the Society itself^ the sympathy 
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and brotherly kindness manifested, not only by 
their countrymen, but .by Friends at a distance; 
by the first, in coming forward to relieve their 
suflfering brethren, and by the last, in offers of as- 
sistance, should it be required. 

Upon a consideration of all: these things, a num- 
ber of reflections offer themselves to our notice. 

In the first place, we naturally feel a desire that 
principles, like those, by which this body of 
Christians were actuated, should prevail more 
generally in the world ; and we are led to inquire, 
if it be not possible, that moral effects which took 
place on a small scale, should take place also on a 
larger ; that a beginning might thus be made for 
that glorious consummation, when men shall learn 
war no more. 

We must be satisfied that what is wanting, in 
the first instance, is courage to maintain the self- 
denying and peaceable principles of the Gospel ; 
and if examples be required in addition, then, by 
the facts we have recorded, we give the advocates 
of war decisive proofs, 'that these principles are 
not visionary and inapplicable to the state of civil 
society ; but that they are substantial and efficient 
when brought into operation, contributing to the 
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preservation of individuals, and to the general 
good of the Human Family. 

Can we reasonably doubt, if the numbers of 
those, who, amidst the horrors of this rebellion, 
acted upon these principles, and endeavoured thus 
to fulfil their duties to their fellow-creatures, had 
been still greater, that the triumph of humanity, 
or of peaceable practices over warlike, would also 
have been greater, and that many, who fell victims, 
would have been spared ? 

In proportion as the elements of Peace encroach 
upon and displace the elements of War, the force 
of the latter must become weaker : In other words, 
in proportion to the numbers of those, who lift up 
the ' standard of Peace, in any country. Peace is 
diligently pursued, and religiously preserved ; and 
the sparks of contention, whenever they appear, 
as when water is cast upon fire, are stifled and 
extinguished. 

For, as this devouring element only spreads, 
among combustible materials, and when these are 
wanting, it must cease ; so the passions of revenge 
and cruelty, when they are opposed by meekness 
and benevolence, having no food for the flame, 
must of necessity be calmed and appeased. 
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Were a whole nation to act upon these prin- 
ciples, what an example it would be to the world ? 
—and is there any wratli or violence of man it 
could have cause to fear ? 

If the life of one man is preserved, who, in time 
of imminent peril, conscientiously displays the 
mark of true discipleship, in love to his enemy as 
well as to his brother, we rejoice at the event, 
thoagh, as an isolated example, we might not 
perhaps be induced to build upon it, in our future 
conduct. But if a number, acting upon the same 
principles, under very various circumstances, are 
found to experience preservation, we have then; 
something like the proofs afforded by mattd of 
fact, to lead us to entertain a question upon the. 
possibility of the same eifects resulting from the 
same causes, on a still larger scale, if men would 
only have courage to mak&the experiment. 

I^ in addition to the evidence, derived from 
experience, of the efficacy of peaceable conduct, 
we have the precept and example of Him who 
pronounced his blessing upon the Peacp-maker, 
what stronger sanction can a sincere Christian 
look for, to determine him to renounce the spirit 
and the trade of War, and to enlist himself under; 
the banner of the Prince of Peace ? 
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And, as we could not, rationally, and, certainly 
not as Christians, contend, that a lengthened 
existence was a proof of peculiar favour, in a pil- 
grimage like that of the pfeserit life, in which some 
of the best of men have been permitted to run but 
a short career, before they were summoned to their 
reward ; we are called upon religiously to adhere 
to our principles ' in times of outward extremity, 
without any prospective view to a limited or a 
protracted duration. The Supreme Being is surely 
not less merciful to some of his creatui'es, because 
he permits them to full a sacrifice to the sword of 
the cruel, in order that they may be translated a 
little sooner, than would otherwise be their lot, to 
the regions of bliss and immortality. 

The sword of the cruel, we cannot for a moment 
doubt, has never been permitted to cut off the 
innocent, without a merciful design to the sufferer, 
and a gracious purpose of watering and multi- 
plying the seed of the true Church with the 
martyr's blood. For, whosoever has died in the 
faithful support of his Christian testimonies, has, 
in all ages, been a martyr; and, we may confi- 
dently say, that his blood has not been shed upon 
the earth in vain. 

Whenever violence, therefore, has been per- 
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Hiitted to gain, as it were, a temporary advantage 
over the meek and unresisting spirit of Christi- 
anity—which is the spirit of Peace — , we are war- 
ranted in concluding that it has been for some 
special end. And what are we to consider that 
end, but the ultimate triumph of Good over Evil, 
and, consequently, the enlargement of the Messiah's 
kingdom ? In all ages, when devoted arid faithful 
'martyrs have sealed their testimony with their 
blood, it has proved a seed more or less fruitful, 
according to a variety of concomitant circum- 
stances : In different periods of the Church, its 
living members have had to pass through different 
dispensations, adapted to the exigencies of the 
times ; in some, more humiliating, in others, more 
triumphant — in all, deeply baptizing to themselves. 
But, the self-denying spirit of Christianity re^ 
quires, that, in all cases, the possessions and ho- 
nours of this world, and even life itself, should be 
held in light estimation, compared with the joy Sj 
and rewards, and glories of immortality. When 
violence, therefore, in a dark and degenerate age, 
may be allowed to prevail over Christian meek- 
ness, as if there was no providence to protect th-e 
good, it cannot be consistently supposed, that 
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thiese are actually forsaken ; and that the posses- 
sion of property and of life, secured by means of 
•active resistance, is to be accounted a sign of divine 
favour, justifying the use of arms. i 

In such an age, for inscrutable purposes, ex- 
amples are perhaps more necessary to be made to 
the world, of the sufferings, than of the triumphs, 
of Christianity. 

But, if, in former times. Christians were called 
upon to seal their testimony with their blood, can 
they now refuse to do the same^ when present ad- 
vantage may come in competition with the duties 
of Love and Forbearance ? 

If men are determined in their minds to live at 
ease, at all hazards, and conceive that Christianity 
does not now require of them sacrifices, which it 
did in the first ages of the Church, they will, un- 
questionably, suffer the standard of the Cross to 
fall from their hands, rather than expose them- 
selves to suffering, and perhaps to contempt, in the 
support of it. 

While, on the one hand, therefore, it is certain, 
xhat no degree of bitterness and persecution can 
extinguish the light of the true Church ; on the 
other, all those, who endeavour to hold up this 
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light in its purity to the world' — whether it be to 
an age, sunk in ignorance, or carelessly reposing 
in the false light of philosophy — are as stai's in the 
firmament, and as witnesses of imperishable re- 
nown, who have borne a noble testimony for the 
Truth, and will be accessory, in their measure, to 
its ultimate triumph over darkness and delusion. 
Hence, as a faithful and conscientious support of 
any Christian testimony, even if the sacrifice 
should proceed as far as the stake or the cross, 
will infallibly strengthen the bonds and attach- 
ments to the Christian Church, and help to keep 
its holy flame alive in the earth ; so every Chris- 
tian, who, in a meek and peaceable spirit, suffers 
wrong, either in person or property, from violent 
men, exalts the character of his religion in the 
eyes of the world ; and, after the glorious example 
of his Divine Master, in his measure, holds up, 
for imitation, the same spirit of meekness, for- 
bearance, and universal benevolence, that was in 
■Christ. 

■ This, therefore, is the peculiar feature of the 
Gospel, which is calculated, more than any other, 
to excite the love and admiration of the world. 
For it is almost impossible that rational beings 
should contemplate a religion, which looks upon 
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all men with peace and good- will, and enables its 
followers, tojbrgivis them that offend, to love their 
enemies, to do good even to them that hate, and to 
bless them that persecute, without feelings of 
admiration, and of reverence for its Divine pre- 
cepts. ' ■ 

It is indeed to be acknowledged, that events, 
like some of those we have been relating, have a 
tendency to rouse our honest indignation against 
cruelty, perpetrated, or deigned : so that, in the 
natural heat of the mind, we are almost tempted, 
like some foimerly, to pray that we might be 
armed with power to execute summary vengeance 
upon the authors and projectors of such atrocities : 
These are natural feelings, but they are not 
Christian. And while it is the duty of an honest 
historian, with just abhorrence of crime, to detail 
facts as they occurred, it is also the duty of a 
fellow-mortal, to temper this indignation, with 
feelings "of Christian compassion. While wsp 
lament the vices of others, let us not forget our 
own infirmities, and our own duties. If these are 
not Christian duties, what are they to be denom-i- 
nated? Are we at liberty to take the natural 
impulses, which are common to us with the brutes, 
and flourish most in the most barbaroils state of 
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human society, for rules of conduct and motives 
of action, more obligatory, than the moderating, 
humanizing, and restraining precepts of the Gos- 
pel ? 

It is not presumed that the conquest over our 
own passions and resentments is easily acquired. 
Like other Christian duties, the subjection of our 
natural impulses is a work of time, and discipline, 
and labour. No man can at once be brought to 
see that it would be wrong to take the life of a 
remorseless assassin, who is dealing destruction 
around him, as with an insatiable thirst for human 
blood : yet no man, who professes Christian prin- 
ciples, can doubt that there is a power able to 
controul his fury, if consistent with Divine mercy 
that it should be controuled. And, surely, various 
effectual means are in the power, and at the dis- 
posal, of the wise and good, both to restrain and 
to punish the murderer, without either taking away 
his life, or violating their own Chri^ffen prin- 
ciples. 

On a solemn review, therefore, of the two 

states — that of the ferocious murderer, cut off in 

the midst of his crimes, or that of an innocent 

victim prepared for a better life ; which is most 

I 
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entitled to our serious commiseration ?^He, who' 
yields up his life, with a meek and forgiving dis- 
position, in obedience to the law, and after the 
example, of Christ; or he who is cut down i»his 
enQjmities, and sent unprepared to the, bar of the 
Righteous Avenger ?t— Surely, the latter. 

But, if it be saidj ■tha.t this reasoning does .not 
so much apply to the conflict of the innocent and 
cruel, as to that between one of the latter and a 
human being not yet in a situation fitting him to 
appear before his M^ker ; and hence, that such a 
pne ought to guard his existeppe by every means 
in his power, in order that he may be better pre- 
pared. A very brief remark may be made in teply, 
that the perfect rules of Christian excellenqe can- 
not be modified or lowered, at the will; of man ; so 
as to atquit any who may content themselves with 
the adoption of measures, which, so far from being 
allowed, are strictly forbidden, even to the most 
M/jiri'g'At pilars of the Christian Faith. 

When we can find in the New Testament tza}o 
paths for Christian travellers ;— one for the more 
advanced, and another laid down for him who is 
not disposed to walk in such a straight and narrow 
wg^y ; then, indeed, some rqlajtation of Chrlstijin: 



Concluding Observations. 195 

preceptor may be allowed : — But, if it be granted 
to one, it must be so to all. And, as there is 
plainly but one code, admitting of neither excep- 
tions nor reservations, no man can expect to justify 
himself in any act that does not come up to the 
/tell measure of the excellence, and unsophisti- 
cated construction, of the sacred rule. 

Is a Christian, then, to take the law of violence 
in his own hands, to avenge himself by the stiength 
of his own arm, for wrongs he may either fear or 
suffer ? Or is he, in humble reliance upon Provi- 
dence, to oppose his integrity, and hi« innocence, 
and the weight of his Christian testimonies, to the 
arms and outrage of the violent ? 

If we reason with those, who answer the first 
question in the affirmative, we find, that they 
readily admit, that it is a praiseworthy self-devotion 
to lay down our lives for our country, or in defence 
of our civil liberties, or of our kindred ; butj at 
the same time, insinuate that it is mean a;nd ignoble 
to die for our religion, in the peaceable support 
and vindication of any of our testimonies. That 
is to say, according to their views, — It is more the 
duty of a Christian to sacrifice his life in the defence 
of earthly comforts and attractions, than to lay it 
i2 
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down, if he should fall into the hands of tl^e cruel 
who will not respect his testimonies, in that meek 
and forgiving spirit, which his religion enjoins, 
with the prospect of eternal happiness as the reward 
of his obedience: — To secure the f^me of a patriot, 
or for some other sublunary object, he may lose his 
life with honour ; but to secure aii object that is 
eternal, the sacrifice is accounted ignominious I— 
In the short and weary pilgrimage of this . life, 
which has, in reality, few objects. d.eserving the exr 
elusive notice of the true Christian, he may die 
nobly for some stake of little value, whose import- 
ance is magnified by its nearness; but to lay down 
his life for a crown of immortality, he is to be con- 
sidered a zealot or enthusiast, because the object, 
though of transcendent moment, is a little more 
distant I 

Patriotism is, undoubtedly, commendable, and 
they, who have died in the cause of civjl libertyj 
deserve their due meed of honour. But patriotism 
without Christianity, can only erect a baseless 
fabric that must crumble into ruins. The only 
enduring support, of civil liberty is the Gospel, 
with, its humanizing, emancipating, soul-expand- 
ing institutions. When patriotism is put over this 
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vital spring of all virtue, then the glory of this 
world is made to eclipse the brighter glory of that 
which is to come. " If my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight." The most 
valuable legacy, which a man can leave his coun- 
try, is a life devoted to the practical illustration 
of one or more of his Christian testimonies, main- 
tained in their original purity. The mind of man, 
however enlightened, can excogitate nothing more 
excellent, nothing more conducive to the well- 
being of Society, nothing more useful to the whole 
race, than the precepts of the Gospel. For what 
do they- comprehend but the very spirit of uni- 
versal charity ? Peace on Earth and Good- 
will TO Men, are the objects ^aimed at by the 
promulgation of this blessing — the foundation on 
which it rests, and the source fi'om which all its 
institutions are derived. Hence, true patriotism 
may display itself efficiently and usefully without 
taking up arms, either to defend rights or to secure 
privileges; for the patriotism of a Christian is con- 
tinually aiming at the highest interests of man ; 
and as the propagation of the Gospel needs not the 
aid of the sword, patriotism, viewed in this light, 
cannot need it, 

I 3 
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We take it for granted, that it is upon tlie broad 
basis of Christian principles alone, that reasonings 
against the use of arhis ought to be founded : for 
as much as the Church of Christ, has never re- 
quired the aid of the sword for its propagation — 
nay, has been signally retarded in its course, 
whenever this false friend has come forward to its 
assistance. 

Now, as we read in history, that there have been 
periods of depi'ession in the Church, so we are to 
consider, that there may be such again, in which 
Christians may be called upon to lay down their 
lives in obedience to their testimonies; conse- 
quently, that violence may be permitted again, as 
in former agos, to shed tVie blood of faithful vyit- 
nesses, as in the streets. Upon these principles 
we could not expect that, at all times and under 
all circumstances, the lives of peaceful Christians 
should be spared. 

The Gospel, in its purity, has many valuable 
testimonies, besides that in favour of peace and 
harmony amongst men : Some persons, we know, 
have yielded up their lives on mere points of faith, 
which their adversaries were not in a state of mind 
to comprehend : But there is no human being who 
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can shut his heart or his understanding against the 
influence of peaceable, unoffending conduct. 

It would therefore appear that, whenever a stand 
has been conscientiously made on the one single 
testimony against War, either by many or by few, 
preservation of life has, in a remarkable manner, 
been experienced. And it may be for this reason, 
that there is no other Christian testimony, in the 
support of which .the meek and humble disciple is 
led to evince, more conspicuously, his allegiance, 
and child-like dependence upon the immediate 
protection of an Almighty Parent ; — no other 
testimony which is more calculated to win the 
disaffected, to tame the cruel, and to soften the 
violent. 

And, on this ground, which seems to have more 
reference to the natural effects of peaceable con- 
' duct, than to the principle as a Christian tenet, an 
objection may be noticed, which is sometiines put 
forward, in the shape of a conclusive argument, 
against the disciple of Peace, by his opponents. 

They suppose a man, who may suddenly profess 
to a,ct according to peaceable principles, to be all 
at once involved in some serious crisis of difficulty 
and danger; and, under these circumstances, if 
he cannot escape from the difficulty, by a strict 
I 4 
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that, without some violent confliet, nothing but a 
signal interference of providence can correct it, 
and Temedy the evils, engendered, perhaps on both 
sides, by human depravity and wickedness ; of 
which both, in the natural course of things, may 
be expected to take the consequences, and to suffer 
the penalties. 

. It cannot, therefore, in reason, be expected, 
that a sudden adoption of pacific sentiments, ac- 
companied by a momentary fervour of piety^ and 
impassioned invocation of the Great Name, should 
be availing towards the preservatiofl of any, who 
are in the extremity of danger from barbarian 
cruelty, when they may have been living for a long 
time in systematic opposition to the very principles, 
and in direct violation of the lawsj which they are 
thus hastily acknowledging. Humble reliance 
upon Providence, is not a duty to be observed 
onli/ in the hour of danger : it is as necessary to 
the right-minded in the season of outwatd Peace 
as in that of War. It is not while the storm is 
raging, that prayer is likely to be effectual, when 
it is offered by those, who, in the time of pros- 
perity, never approach the throne of mercy to 
acknowledge the blessings showered upon them by 
Divine favout. Neither is it in the hour of immi- 
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nent danger, that we. can expect a mute and^as- 
sive submission will be availing to disarm attd con- 
ciliate the ferocious J unless the mind is at the 
same tiine deeply imbued With Christian meek- 
. ness, and resignation, and humble reliance upon 
JProvidence. 

Now, we are not disposed to argue upon this 
point with thbse, who cannot conceive this latter 
state, and who only reason as if the impulse of 
m^re human itidignati'on against wrong, aiTof ded 
'sufficient grounds to justify retaliation. We can- 
not expect to convince men against the force of 
the whole practical principles of their lives. If 
■they, have been outward in their views of the pro- 
tection of either property or life, — outward in all 
their calculation-s of expediency,^0Mtoaf^ in 
«veiy plaiiof 6arthlyaggrandisement-^sa that they 
are almost ready triuinphantly to boast themselves 
independent of the care and notice of their Hea- 
venly Father;'— we no moi'e suppose that they 
will become suddenly the reverse, and capable of 
seeing the exact relation between a disciple of the 
Prince of Peace and a misguided fellow-creature, 
thaii that an eye long used to darkness, should at 
once be able to endure the light, or an untutored 
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Indian to comprehend the profoundest principles 
of philosophy. 

We do, however, expect that those, %yho have 
examined the genuine principles of the Gospel, 
and have seen that they a,re all of a self-denying 
tendency, should pause a moment, befoi;e they 
sanction the doctrine, that a meek and consistent 
follower of Jesus Christ, is at all to be justified in 
avenging either himself, or his brother, or his coun- 
try, with the sword, — in other words, is at liberty 
to oppose violence to violence, cruelty to cruelty, 
and murder to murder. 

For, as a kingdom of Peace is most assuredly to 
be established, and must be established, by |?Mre 
»2ea«5, upon the earth; the followers of this peaces- 
able kingdom are not to lower the standard held 
out to them to bear, by resorting to the selfrsame 
means, which are employed by pthers, not only to 
secure their secular interests, but to promote dis- 
union and moral evil,-!-fAe means of violence and 
bloodshed. 

The ground- work of Peace was laid in the in- 
stitutions of the Prince of Peace himself. The 
spirit and the love of Peace are inculcated upon 
all his followers. The least envying, or jealousy. 
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or disposition to retaliation, is therefore a signal pf 
revolt — a defection fiom his pure standard— the 
beginning of a desertion to that side, which is 
wholly engrossed with the world and its, maxims, 
its pursuits, — its possessions, — its enjoyments, and 
its turbulent principles of action, Can, any rea- 
sonable man conceive that the pure principles of 
Christianity can admit of any compromise, — .any 
S3,fe coalition with practices, which, in whatever 
way they begin, and however innocent their cayse, 
have a tendency to rouse the worst passions of the 
mind, and to produce the greatest amount of moraj 
evil ? 

Men must be one thing or the other,: They 
cannot be faithful to two masters : They cannot 
serve God and Mammon. It is better perhaps to 
be Pagan in profession, if Christian in practice ; 
than Christian in profession, if only Pagan in life 
and conduct. 

In conclusion, let us ask any man, after he may 
have been perusing the inatanpes recorded, how- 
ever hackneyed in the modes of thinking common 
to the world, and however ill-disposed to risk his 
life on such terms ; yet, when coolly reflecting on 
the circumstances, and ready to appear before the 
Supreme Judge of the earth, whether he would not 
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infinitely prefer, to have been a peaceful actor in 
such a strife, and to merit the praise and the glo- 
rious reward of such a character, than to have been 
the greatest military hero that ever triumphed in a 
field of battle. 

It cannot be said that these individuals were 
pusillanimous and wanted personal courage. Some 
of them, it is clear, displayed exemplary fortitude : 
for, unarmed, they presented their bodies fearless- 
ly and nobly, before the pike and the gun. And 
what gave them this fortitude, but the sustaining 
conviction, that their hearts were upright, how- 
ever simple their intentions, before the Lord ; and 
that his omnipotent arm was their shield, and able 
to defend them in the very darkest extremity ? 



APPENDIX. 



OPINIONS OF HEATHEN WRITEBS. 



In presenting the reader with a very fe-w quo- 
tations from some ancient Heathen writers, simply 
for the purpose of showing the outward advantage 
of pacitic measures, on ' grounds independent of 
their religious bearing on the system of Christi- 
anity, I by no means wish to convey the impres- 
sion, that the writers in question were either con- 
sistent, in their general doctrines, or in their prac- 
tice, with the sentiments now offered. This was 
certainly not the case ; for, nbne of the Philoso- 
phers, whose opinions are cited, seem to have 
viewed the Principles of Peace, as constituting a 
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uniform system of conduct, throwing its benign 
influence into every possible relation of public and 
private life. But, if Christians virill still hesitate, 
in allowing themselves to be instructed in their 
duties towards each other, by the divine precepts 
and example of One, who rose from the dead, they 
must blush, in looking at the casual gleams pf 
Truth emanating from a corrupt Pagan philosophy, 
and in contemplating the salutary effects upon 
surrounding states of such a reign as that of a 
pacific though idolatrous Numa, when they see 
that even these heathens were opposed in theory 
and practice, however imperfectly, to their own 
conduct as the systematic vindicators and followers 
of War. 



It is far better, nay, it is more useful, to conquer 
enemies by virtuous acts and by justice, than to 
subdue tliem by arms. For in the one case, they 
submit, because they are compelled- by necessity, 
in the other, of their own accord. The latter kin4 
of victory recalls the ill-disposed to their duty 
with great loss : but the former brings back the 
disaffected into the right way, without detriment. 
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Besides, where the busines,s is managed by arms, 
the principal part of the victory is the woric of the 
soldier; but where justice is the medium, the 
whole glory belongs to the rulers. (Polt/bius.J 

There are two kinds of contention; the one 
by argument, the other by violence; the one 
belongs to man, the other properly to the brutes. 
(Cicero. J 

The best way of revenging an injury, is to 
prove one's self of a different disposition from him 
who is the author of it. Does any one despise me ? 
I will take care not to be found doing or saying 
any thing worthy of contempt. Am I hated ? I 
will continue to be meek and benevolent to every 
one, and shall be prepared to show his error, even 
to him who hates me, not in a reproachful manner, 
and as if I would make a show of my forbearance, 
but kindly and ingenuously, (Marcus AntO' 
ninus.) 

When Dion, according to Plutarch, had be» 
geiged Syracuse, which he was desirous of rescuing 
from the power of the Tyrants ; Heraclides and 
Theodotus, his inveterate; enemjes,. surrendered 
themselves of their own accord ; confessing their 
fault, and beseeching him to be more kind to them, 
than they had been to him. They admonished 
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hira also tliat it became Dion, who- was adorned 
with many othef virtues, to govern his anger, and 
not to be desirous of revenge. As they were using 
th6se intreaties, the friends of Dion besought him, 
hot to spare such wicked men, the authors of so 
many fi-jghtful calamities ; but that he should give 
them up to the fury of the soldiers. To these 
Dion replied, *' Other leaders and captains, for the 
most part, set their hearts upon the exercises of 
war arid arms : but I who have spent much of my 
time in the Academy, have made it my business to 
learn this, that I may be able to overcome anger, 
revenge, envy, obstinacy, arid such-like destructive 
passions : and the most certain proof of this vic- 
tory is not manifested by love for my friends and 
for good men, but by placability and gentleness 
towards the wicked and those who are my in- 
veterate enemies. It is my desire to overcome 
Heraclides, not by power and skill, but bjr huma- 
hity and justice : for in these virtues are placed 
true fortitude, magnanimity, and glory ; seeing the 
private soldier, or at least the fortune of war, may 
lay claim to part of the glory which is acquired in 
battle* But if Heraclides is both envious, and 
•faithless, and wicked, is this a reason why Dion 
should stain his virtue with the impotence of re- 
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gentment ? By human laws it is, indeed, ordained, 
that he who revenges an injury sins less against 
justice than he who first commits it ; but by na- 
ture both proceed from the same infirmity of the 
mind. The depravity of no- human being is so 
fierce and savage, that it may not be softened and 
overcome by frequeiit acts of kindpess." After 
having given these reasoits, Dion set Heraclides 
and Theodotus at liberty, (Plutarch.) 

When a certain man was praising the saying of 
Cleomenes, who being asked, what was the duty 
of a good king, answered j To do good to his friends, 
and evil to his enemies : How much more correct, 
says Socrates, would it be, To do good to his 
friends, and to make friends of his enemies ! 

Pythagoras observes, That men should live to- 
gether in such a state of mind, that instead of 
making enemies of their friends, they should make 
#iends of their enemies. 

When the Cumanians had delivered up to 
Pittacus a man in bonds by whom his son had 
been slain, he dismissed the man unpunished, 
with this remark : Forgiveness, is better than re- 
venge : for that belongs to a beneyolent nature ; 
this to a savage. 

Musonius the philosopher uttered a similar 
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sentimettt, " It is the part of a wild beast, said he, 
hot of a man, to seek how bite may be returned 
for bite, and evil for evil." 



Having given these examples of the conductand 
opinions of men who viewed thiS subject by. the 
light of nature, I shall conclude with a few ex- 
tracts from the " Primitive Christianity" of an 
eminent writer in the English Church, William 
Cave, D.D. on the practice of the early Christians, 

He gives this testimony concerning them : " No 
sooner did thie Gospel fly abroad into the world, 
but the love and charity of Christians becaine 
"notorious even to a Proverb, the heathens taking 
notice of the Christians of those times with this 
■particular remark, *' See how these Christiuns low 
one another." — " There's one circumstance j4t 
behind coticetning the lOve and charity of thoS'e 
times very worthy to be taken notice of, and that 
IS, the universal extent of it; they did good to all, 
though more especially to thetn of the household 
of faith, i. e. to Christians; they did not confine 
their bounty within the narrow limits of a party, 
this or that sect of men, but embraced an object 
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of pity and love wherever they mSt it : They were 
kind to all men) yea to their bitterest enemies, and 
that with a charity as large as the circles of the 
Sun that visits all parts of the world :• — ^This in- 
deed is the proper . goodness and excellency of 
Christianity, as TertuUian observes, it being com- 
mon to all men to love their friends, but peculiar 
only to Christians to love their enemies.'''' 

" And Athenagoras . principally makes use of 
this argument to prove the Divinity of the Christian. 
Religion, and challenges all the great masters of 
reason and learning amongst the heathens to pro- 
duce any, either of themselves or their disciples, of 
so pure and refined a temper, as could instead of 
hating, love their enemies, bear curses and revilings 
with an undisturbed mind, and instead ofreviling 
again, to bless and speak well, of them, and to pray 
for them who lay in wait to teike away their lives^ 
And yet this did Christians, they embraced their 
enemies and pardoned and prayed for them. Nay, 
they did not think it enough not to return evil for 
evil, or barely to forgive their enemies, unless they 
did them all the kindness that lay in their power. 
— ^We read of one Pachomius, an Heathen soldier, 
in, the first times of Constantine, that the army 
being nearly starved for want of necessary provi- 
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sions, and coming to a city that was mostly inha- 
bited by Christians, they freely and speedily gave 
them whatevier they wanted for the accommodation 
of the army. Amazed .with this strange and un- 
wonted .charity, and being told that the people 
that had done it were Christians whom they gene- 
rallr/ preyed upon, and whose profession it was 
to hurt no man, and to do good to every .man, he 
threw away his arms, became an anchoret, and 
gave up himself to the sti ictest severities of religion. 
This also Julian the emperor plainly confesses; 
for, urging Arsaicus, the chief priest of Galatia, to 
take care of the poor, and to build hospitals in 
every city, for the entertaining of poor strangea's 
and travellers, both of their own and other reli- 
gions ; he adds, " for it is a shame that when the 
Jews suffer none of theirs to beg, and the wicked 
Galatians (Christians) relieve not only their own, 
but also those of our party, that we only should be 
panting in so necessary a duty.' So prevalent is 
Truth as to extort a confession from its most bitter 
and virulent opposers. Of this I shall only add 
one instance or two more, proper enough to be in- 
serted here." . .- 
" Eusebius, speaking of that dreadful Plague 
and Famine that happened in the East und^r the 
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Emperor Maximiinjs, wherein so many whole fa- 

Biilies miserably peris,hed, and were swept away at 

once ; he adds, that at this time, the care and piety 

of the Christians towards all evidently approved 

ijtself to. all the Gentiles that were about them; 

they being the only persons that during this sad 

atxd cfilamitous state of things perfirmed the real 

offices of mercy and humanity : the fame whereof 

filled the ears and mouths of all men, who extolled 

the God of the Christians, and confessed that they 

had shewed themselves to- be the only truly pioiis 

and religious persons. And indeed the charity was 

the more remarkable, in that the Christians, at the 

very time, were under a most heavy persecution." 

" Thus in the terrible plague that, in the time 
of Gallus and Volusius,- raged so much through 
the whole world, especially at Carthage, when 
innumerable multitudes were swept away every 
day, and the streets filled with the carcases of the 
dead, every one trembling, flying, and shifting' for 
themselves, deserting their nearest friends and 
kindred, none staying, unless it was to make a prey. 
In this sad and miserable case, Cyprian, then 
bishop of the place, calls the Christians together, 
and instiCucts them in the duties of mercy and 
charity Immediately upon this, they una- 
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nimously agreed to assist their common enemies, 
every one lending help, according to his rank and 
quality." 

" Such was the temper, such the carriage of 
Christians towards them that were without ; within 
themselves they maintained the most admirable 
peace and harmony, and were in a manner of one 
heart and soul." — See Primitive Christianity ; or 
the Religion of the ancient Christians in the first 
ages of the Gospel, by William Cave, D.D. 



FINIS. 



W. Phillips, Printer, 
GAlrge Yard, Lombard Street, London, 






> ,3> :ov>- -^ :> '^ ^y 









